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Transportation &
Circulation

Goall
Improve the safety, function and

efficiency of vehicular movement and
parking facilities within the Village.

Objectives

« Install and maintain "intelligent”
traffic signals and systems along key
corridors and routes to facilitate the
efficient movement of vehicles within
and through the Village and minimize
the impact of peak traffic flows.

« Conduct a review of the existing
one-way street configuration in
Downtown and alter traffic patterns in
areas where one-way streets do not
have a positive impact on traffic flow
and pedestrian safety.

» Protect and improve the function of
the street network through controlled
access, land-use decisions, and street/
intersection design improvements.
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Ensure adequate resources are made
available for the maintenance of
Village streets and public rights-of-
way.

Work closely with existing business
owners to consolidate curb cuts

by providing cross access between
and shared access into businesses
wherever possible.

Eliminate unnecessary, redundant,
obsolete and dangerous curb cuts
throughout all commercial areas to
improve the safety and efficiency of
vehicular movement.

Continue to support and work with
other relevant agencies to ensure the
completion of the Belmont underpass
project.

Evaluate methods to achieve
improved north-south traffic flow
across the downtown train tracks,
whether by a new grade separation
or by locating a new train station
platform to the east near the current
village hall to eliminate the need for
barriers while commuter trains load
and unload passengers.
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Provide priority parking spaces for
no- and low-emissions vehicles
in all public parking facilities and
encourage the provision of similar
spaces in private parking facilities.

If validated through a parking needs
assessment and separate feasibility
and engineering analysis, expand
public parking facilities in Downtown
Downers Grove.

Establish a wayfinding signage system
that directs motorists to key retail,
office, industrial, and community
facility destinations.

Encourage the maintenance and
preservation of parkway trees as an
important component of the Village's
tree canopy.

Consider traffic calming and other
measures to improve traffic flow in
tandem with surface reconstruction
projects.

Work with relevant agencies and
officials to ensure completion of a
westbound exit from I-88 at Highland
Avenue.
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Goal 2

Provide a coordinated transportation
network for pedestrians and bicyclists in
order to connect them to employment,
shopping and recreational areas.

Objectives

« Where appropriate, encourage new
development/redevelopment to
include connections and amenities
for pedestrians, bicyclists and
commuters.

« Improve pedestrian and bicycle
circulation and safety throughout the
Village with an emphasis on safer and
more convenient routes for non-
motorized traffic.
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Expand the Village's network of

trails and sidewalks to provide better
connections between the Village's
residential neighborhoods, parks,
schools, Downtown, and other
commercial areas. This should be
undertaken with consideration of the
privacy of adjoining residences.

Conduct an analysis of potentially
dangerous pedestrian crosswalks in
Downtown and along other heavily
trafficked roads including 63rd Street,
75th Street, Belmont Road, Main
Street, and Ogden Avenue and other
heavily trafficked roads and improve
them, where feasible, with additional
lighting, signalization, bollards, bulb
outs and/or curb extensions.

» Identify key pedestrian routes and

budget for streetlight replacement
along those routes to include
pedestrian-scaled lighting amenities
and identify areas throughout the
Village needing enhanced lighting for
pedestrian safety.

« Budget for on-going maintenance
and repair of sidewalks as part of the
Village's Community Investment
Program (CIP) including the
consideration of a cost-sharing
program with private property
owners.
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+ Maintain and expand the sidewalk
network throughout the Village's
commercial districts and corridors
ensuring sidewalks are located along
both sides of all streets within these
areas and ensure they connect to
businesses and other destinations.

» Implement the recommendations of
the Village's bicycle plan to continue
to expand the Village's bike path
system, and work towards a complete
trail system that connects to the larger
regional trail system. This should be
undertaken with consideration of the
privacy of adjoining residences.

« Conduct and implement an on-street
bike lane feasibility analysis and plan.

« Promote bicycle safety.
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Goal 3

Ensure that high-quality public transit
remains a vital part of Downers Grove's
transportation network.

Objectives

» Ensure that levels of public transit
service are maintained and enhanced
throughout the Village, including the
continued operation of the schedules
of all three of the Metra Station within
the Village.

« Work with area employers and
businesses to promote and
implement traffic demand
management and reduction
techniques including the use of
public transit, carpooling, walking and
bicycling.
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» Promote Pace's Vanpool Incentive

Program (VIP) including traditional
vanpooling, employer shuttles and
Metra feeders as an economical,
convenient and environmentally -
friendly alternative to driving.

Inventory and assess the condition
and location of all Pace Bus shelters

in the Village to ensure schedules are
adequately posted, that the shelters
are in good condition, and that they
are connected to the Village's sidewalk
system, community facilities,
employment centers and other key
destinations.

Work with transit providers to
improve service routes and
encourage increased use of transit
throughout the Village including
improved service within the Village's
residential areas.
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Infrastructure & .
Development

Goal .

Maintain high-quality, green and
efficient infrastructure systems and
networks through regular investment
and maintenance to meet the changing
needs of the Village today and in the
future.

Objectives

« Continue to budget for and
implement the improvement,
expansion and maintenance of
the community's infrastructure
including roadways, stormwater
drainage system, water production
and distribution infrastructure, and
sewer collection and treatment
infrastructure.
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Conduct a Village-wide pavement
study and sidewalk condition analysis
to identify roads in need of repair.

Continue the Village's sidewalk
repair program based on evaluations
of concrete deterioration and trip
hazards.

Pursue alternative sources of funding
such as grants to facilitate 'green’
improvements to public areas.
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Promote the coordination of

infrastructure and utility projects with
other agencies to reduce Village costs
through economies of scale.

Investigate options for implementing
Best Management Practices (BMPs)
throughout the Village to address
flooding issues.

Promote the use of sustainable design
and development practices for new
development throughout the Village.

Continue updating the Village's
Subdivision Control Ordinance to
match current urban design and
stormwater practices.
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Economic
Development

Refer to the Downers Grove Economic
Development Corporation's 2015-2019
Strategic Plan for goals and objectives
relating to Ecnomic Development.

Village
Services &
Administration

Goal

Continue to ensure high-quality

and efficient services are provided to
residents and businesses through a well-
organized, and participatory support
system allowing both neighborhoods
and businesses to thrive.

Objectives

» Work with appropriate departments,
agencies and community service
providers to provide reliable
infrastructure and quality services
to the residents and businesses
within the community including
fire protection, police protection,
electricity (power and substation
locations), water supply and
distribution, sanitary sewers, and
telecommunications.
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Create and publish an alternatives
analysis that identifies the costs and
benefits of multiple Village Hall and
Police Station facility scenarios.

Coordinate plan review activities
of new development proposals
with appropriate public agencies
and departments such as the Fire
Department, School Districts, and
Park District.

Maintain regular communication
with agencies such as Metra, Pace,
Regional Transportation Authority,
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway,
DuPage County, Illinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT), Good
Samaritan Hospital, Midwestern
University and others to advance
better coordination regarding projects
on their properties or within their
jurisdiction.

Establish a process for the

reqgular review and update of the
Village's Zoning Ordinance and
Comprehensive Plan to appropriately
meet the changing needs of the
community.
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» Support the implementation of

TCD3Z's Principal Recommendation:
establishing a means for enhanced
communication, enhanced
coordination, and enhanced
cooperation to foster a more
responsive local government with
an on-going framework to address
localized issues with neighborhoods
and businesses.

Continue to utilize the ‘community
on-line mapping tool” introduced
during the TCD3 process to gather
public input on future planning issues
and projects.

Coordinate with adjacent
communities, including Darien, Glen
Ellyn, Lisle, Lombard, Oak Brook,
Westmont, and Woodridge, area
townships and DuPage County, to
assist in realizing mutual objectives
and addressing issues such as traffic
that transcend municipal boundaries.

165



