
 
 

VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE -  
Stormwater and Flood Plain Oversight Committee Meeting 

September 22, 2011, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Downers Grove Public Works Facility 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove, Illinois 

 
CALL to ORDER 
 
Member Gorman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  A roll call followed and a quorum was 
established. 
 
Members Present: Mr. Crilly, Mr. Gorman, Mr. Ruyle, Mr. Scacco 
 
Absent:  Chairman Eckmann, Mr. Austin, Mr. Schoenberg 
 
Staff Present:  Village Engineer, Mike Millette; Staff Engineer, Jeff Loster 
 
Others Present:  Mr. Eric Otto, 2531 N Talman, Chicago 
 
APPOINTMENT of CHAIR PRO-TEM 
 
Mr. Scacco moved to appoint Mr. Gorman as Chair Pro-Tem in the absence of Chairman 
Eckmann, seconded by Mr. Ruyle.  Motion carried by voice vote of 4-0. 
 
APPROVAL of APRIL 15, 2010 MINUTES 
 
Mr. Ruyle moved to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Crilly.  Motion carried by voice 
vote of 4-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - No comments. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Mr. Ruyle inquired as to the status of the stormwater maintenance metrics. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 Proposed Re-Write of the Countywide Stormwater and Flood Plain Control Ordinance 
Mr. Millette gave a power-point presentation (see attached hard-copy) highlighting the proposed 
changes to the County’s ordinance including three examples of how the proposed ordinance 
compares to the current ordinance.  Mr. Schoenberg submitted written comments (attached) in 
anticipation of his absence.  Mr. Ruyle commented on the proposed Municipal Technical Advisory 
Panel (MTAP), indicating that he appreciated that it would be composed of technical practitioners, 
but concerned that it could be utilized as a political by-pass.  Mr. Gorman noted that the intent of 
MTAP is to advise the County Stormwater Administrator, but he also thinks clarification will be 
added to the final draft indicating that the Panel’s recommendations will not usurp the Village’s 
Stormwater Administrator or this Committee.  Mr. Scacco asked for clarification as to whether the 
new “certification” vs. “permit” concept would increase the workload on Staff.  Mr. Millette replied 
that it would not; as the Village already has a lower permit threshold that the County ordinance and 
he felt that the same amount of project submittals would occur. 
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A general discussion ensued regarding the economic impact of the proposed re-write.  Mr. Loster 
commented the first draft would have had a greater impact on single-family projects as it would 
have required water volume control starting at 2,500 square feet of disturbance, but that the 2nd 
draft went back to the current threshold.  Mr. Millette agreed and reiterated that the impact to 
commercial redevelopment should be stimulative.  Mr. Gorman agreed and added that the current 
proposal will be cost neutral or provide savings to single family owners. 
 
The remaining discussion related to possible local amendments to the proposed ordinance 
including a concern expressed by Mr. Ruyle and Mr. Scacco that other techniques be considered to 
further minimize neighborhood impacts of redevelopment.  Mr. Gorman indicated that he had 
developed some details which may be useful and would distribute them.  Mr. Loster added that the 
Village’s cost-share program may also be a venue to assist in some cases.  Mr. Gorman asked that 
this be placed under new business at the next meeting. 
 
The Committee expressed its consensus that the Council review the proposed 2nd draft and 
consider directing staff to send a comment letter suggesting clarification to as to the role of MTAP, 
specifically that it be clarified that it is not to supersede the authority of the Village. 
 
Mr. Crilly suggested that some training sessions be held after the adoption of the revised ordinance, 
perhaps a Saturday in the spring. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
 Mr. Scacco made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:18 p.m., seconded by Mr. 
Crilly.  Motion carried by voice vote of 4-0 
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