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VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village

3/1/2022
SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:
Stan Popovich, AICP
Outdoor Dining Program Update - Outside of the Downtown Director of Community Development

SYNOPSIS

An Ordinance has been prepared amending the outdoor dining regulations.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The 2021-23 Long Range Plan identifies Downtown Outdoor Dining for 2022 & Beyond as a Priority Action
Item.

FiscAL IMPACT
N/A

RECOMMENDATION
Approval on the March 8, 2022 Active Agenda

BACKGROUND

At the February 8, 2022 meeting, the Village Council approved amendments to the outdoor dining regulations
primarily focused on restaurants located in the downtown area. The Council directed staff to explore further
amendments to the regulations which would allow outdoor dining for restaurants located in areas outside of
the downtown. The proposed amendments would:

o Allow the operation of outdoor cafes at all restaurants between March 15 and November 15 pursuant
to the issuance of a Temporary Use permit
e Allow outdoor cafes to be located within or adjacent to privately owned parking lots
e Require that the outdoor cafes be separated from parking areas and drive aisles with a physical barrier
to deter vehicles from entering the cafe
e Require that the outdoor cafe shall not displace any parking spaces required to be provided and
maintained per the Zoning Ordinance
e Prohibit the use of tents in outdoor cafes throughout the Village.
o Limit the number of seats in the outdoor cafe to the number of seats inside the establishment.
o Exempt the following outdoor cafes located entirely on private property from obtaining a Temporary
Use permit.
o Cafes consisting of two or fewer tables; and
o Cafes located entirely within a permanent outdoor enclosure that have been previously
approved as part of a building permit.


http://www.downers.us/public/docs/agendas/2022/02-08-22/ORD%202021-9256%20-%20Updated%20Outdoor%20Dining%20Program%20-%202-8-2022_21172.pdf
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Staff analyzed five restaurants that operated outdoor cafes in 2020 and 2021 to determine the likely
feasibility of operating an outdoor cafe pursuant to the proposed regulations. It appears that all five
restaurants would be able to operate an outdoor cafe. The table below summarizes the results of the analysis.

Total Parking Spaces Parking Parking Available Estimated Max.

Establishment Location Provided Required for Cafe Cafe Size
Goldfinger 513 Rogers 61 Spaces 48 Spaces 13 Spaces 2100 s.f.
3000 Oak

Honey Jam Grove 77 Spaces 55 Spaces 22 Spaces 3500 s.f.
Carnivore and the

Queen 2241 Maple 153 Spaces 125 Spaces 28 Spaces 4500 s.f.
Baked Apple 1224 Ogden 76 Spaces 57 Spaces 19 Spaces 3000 s.f.
Grand Duke 980 75th 76 Spaces 51 Spaces 25 Spaces 4000 s.f.
ATTACHMENTS

Ordinance
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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING OUTDOOR DINING PROVISIONS

BE IT ORDAINED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove in DuPage County,

Illinois, as follows: (Additions are indicated by redline/underline; deletions by strikeout):

Section 1. That Section 4.104 is hereby amended to read as follows:

Sec 4.104 Outdoor Cafe
(a) General

An outdoor café is permitted as a Temporary Use consecutively between March 15 and November 15 in
all zoning districts when associated with a restaurant and shall meet all applicable Downers Grove
Municipal Code (DGMC) regulations and the following standards:

(1) The outdoor café area shall maintain at all times a pedestrian access aisle of a minimum of four
(4) feet.

In no case shall the number of seats in the outdoor café exceed the number of seats inside
the establishment.

(3) Lighting which is directly related to the operation of the outdoor café shall be directed away
from adjacent properties in such a manner and shall not create a public nuisance.

(4) The outdoor café shall be placed on a hard dustless material, generally asphalt, concrete, or
concrete paver.

(5) The outdoor café shall be cleaned as needed or on a daily basis whichever is more frequent to
maintain an orderly fashion and kept free of refuse.

(6) If the outdoor café is self-service, a trash receptacle shall be provided.

(7) The applicant shall not be permitted to sell or serve alcoholic liquor at the outdoor café except in
conformance with an appropriate liquor license issued pursuant to Chapter 3 of the Downers
Grove Municipal Code.

(8) Tents and other semi-permanent structures shall not be constructed, erected, installed or used as
part of the outdoor café.

(9) The café shall be safely separated from any drive aisle, parking space, or point of vehicular
access. A physical barrier shall be placed and maintained between the café and drive aisle,
parking space or point of vehicular access. The barrier shall prevent or deter vehicles from
entering the café and shall be designed, located and maintained in a manner acceptable to the
Community Development Director

(10) The outdoor café may be located within or adjacent to a parking lot, so long as the café
does not displace or occupy parking spaces required to be provided and maintained per Section
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https://downersgrove.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_4.104_Outdoor_Cafe

ORD 2022-9346

28.7.030 of the DGMC.

Outdoor entertainment is allowed subject to the following conditions:

a. Entertainment is not allowed past 10 p.m.
b. Amplification is not allowed.

¢. Outdoor entertainment may be shut down earlier if the Police Department receives any
complaints.

(b) Outdoor Café - DB (Downtown Business), DC (Downtown Core) zoning districts and
Fairview Concentrated Business District

In addition to the regulations set forth in Section 1 above, Fthe following additional regulations also apply
to_outdoor cafés located in DB (Downtown Business), DC (Downtown Core) zoning districts and
Fairview Concentrated Business District.

(1) The café shall be safely located away from any drive aisle. parking space, or point of
vehicular access.

Qﬂ{éeer—The cafés shall may be }eea%ed—eﬂ&rel-y—erwr%e—preperwre*eept—th&t—emdeer
3 1 D

@eﬂeen%ra%ed—B&smess—Dismet—ma-y—belocated on pubhc property prov1ded that they comply Wlth

all regulations and that they shall be required to enter into an encroachment license agreement
with the Village in a form acceptable to the Village Attorney and may be required to pay a fee for
the use of public property.

AAH—apphcatlons for outdoor cafes %H—Fh%DB—GDG%‘I%GWﬁ—BHS%S-S}ZGﬁ-}Hg—D}S%HGt—DG

: 3 located on public
property shall be submltted no later than March lst annually The size and location of those cafés
located on public property shall be determined by the Village, in consultation and approval by the
Downtown Management Corporation, based upon a number of factors, including but not limited
to the following:

a. The restaurant street frontage;

b. The interior size of the restaurant. In no case shall the number of seats in the
outdoor café exceed the number of seats inside the establishment.

c. The restaurant location relative to other businesses and general pedestrian
activity. The applications will be reviewed as a holistic approach to the entire
downtown area.

(c) Outdoor Café — Exempt from Temporary Use Permit

The following types of outdoor cafes are exempt from requiring a Temporary Use permit. Although a
Temporary Use permit may not required, all other provisions of this ordinance listed above are applicable.

(1) Outdoor cafes consisting of two (2) or fewer tables and located entirely on private
property.
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2) Outdoor cafes located entirely on private property and within a permanent outdoor
enclosure that have been previously approved as part of a building permit.

(Ord. 5717, Amended, 10/16/2018; Ord. 5068, Add, 08/04/2009)

HISTORY
Amended by Ord. 5913 Qutdoor Dining/Cafe on 2/8/2022

Section 5. That all ordinances or resolutions or parts of ordinances or resolutions in conflict with the
provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.
Section 6. That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication

in the manner provided by law.

Mayor
Passed:
Published:
Attest:
Village Clerk
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https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/municipalcodeonline.com-new/downersgrove/ordinances/documents/1644610258_5913-Outdoor%20Dining-Cafes.pdf

