
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Award of Contract - Downers Drive Water Tower Rehabilitation 
Engineering Services

Andy Sikich
Public Works Director

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to award a contract to Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd. (CBBEL) of Rosemont, 
IL in the not-to-exceed amount of $132,061.60. The requested award amount includes a 10% contingency.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The Goals for 2019 to 2021 include Top Quality Infrastructure. 

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY21 budget has $50,000 allocated for professional services associated with the Water Storage Tank 
Rehabilitation & Maintenance capital project (WP-019). This is sufficient to cover the design portion of this 
contract. Additional money will be budgeted in FY22 for the construction engineering portion of this contract.

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the August 10, 2021 Consent Agenda.

BACKGROUND

The Downers Drive Water Tower serves the Village’s water system as one of seven elevated water storage 
tanks.  It is a 2,000,000 gallon Radial Arm Water Tower of welded steel construction that was constructed in 
1957 by Chicago Bridge & Iron.  It is located on the west side of Downers Drive, just north of Grant Street.  
The tower’s coating system is deteriorating and there are safety-related as well as operational deficiencies that 
need to be rectified.  The improvements will be performed by a contractor under a separate contract and they 
will include:  

 Interior and exterior cleaning and re-coating for corrosion protection
 Safety improvements including installation of additional fall protection devices, and a vandal guard 

on the exterior ladder to meet Illinois EPA requirements
 Operational improvements including the installation of a tank mixing system for water quality, and 

an improved platform at the top of the water tower

The purpose of this contract is to engage a consultant with expertise and experience in this highly specialized 
area who will:

 Prepare detailed construction drawings, specifications and cost estimates for the Village to engage a 
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contractor for the work
 Coordinate removal and reinstallation of cellular equipment that is currently on the Downers Drive 

Water Tower
 Assist staff with the review of bidders and bidding documents
 Provide construction oversight and contract administration
 Conduct a one year anniversary warranty inspection

A Request for Proposals (RFP) was issued in accordance with the Village’s purchasing policy. Four 
proposals were received. After reviewing proposals, Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd., was identified 
as the firm with the proposal that best meets the needs of the Village. Staff recommends award of this 
contract to Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd. based on their understanding of the project, capability to 
perform the work, and proposed fee.

ATTACHMENTS

Contract Documents
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