
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Award of Contract - Mowing and Landscaping Maintenance 
Services - Three Year Contract

Andy Sikich
Public Works Director

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to authorize award of a three-year contract for Mowing and Landscape Maintenance 
Services to WA Management, Inc. of West Chicago, Illinois in the amount of $164,832.00 ($53,996.00 for 
FY22).

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2021 to 2023 include Steward of Financial, Environmental and Neighborhood Sustainability as 
well as Exceptional Municipal Services. 

FISCAL IMPACT

The proposed FY22 General Fund Budget provides $52,700.00 for this service. However, $336,300 is 
earmarked in the General Fund for annual Forestry & Grounds related contracts, which includes demand 
pruning, annual scheduled pruning, tree & stump removal, and mowing & landscape maintenance. The total 
of these four bids came in at $339,486. Staff anticipates that enough funding will be available to make up the 
overage, through savings on other contracts or fund balance. Funding for the work in FY23 and FY24 will be 
budgeted in those years. 

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the December 14, 2021 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

This contract is for the mowing and landscape maintenance of Village-owned properties and rights-of-way 
located throughout the Village.  This contract combines services that were once two separate contracts, plus 
additional landscape maintenance work such as shrub pruning.  The contract includes pricing for 5 line items 
that vary by their frequency:

 Fine mowing locations are the prominent Village property areas to be mowed frequently or 
approximately once a week (estimated 30 mowing cycles/year). 

 Rough mowing locations are mowed once every 2 weeks (estimated 15 mowing cycles/year).
 Very rough mowing locations are mowed once a month (estimated 7 mowing cycles/year). 
 Additional fine mowing locations on an as needed basis (estimated 30 hours).
 Landscape maintenance of Village properties to occur weekly with fine mowing (estimated 30 

cycles/year).
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A Call for Bids for mowing and landscape maintenance services was issued and published September 30, 
2021, in accordance with the Village’s Purchasing Policy. Bidders were asked to provide prices for three 
years.  The bids received are summarized in the following table:

Service Provider Bid 2022 Bid 2023 Bid 2024 3-Year 
Total

WA Management, Inc. $53,996.00 $55,155.00 $55,681.00 $164,832.00
Balanced Environments, Inc. $195,237.94 $197,137.98 $199,056.80 $591,432.72

The lowest responsive and responsible bidder is WA Management, Inc. of West Chicago, Illinois.  WA 
Management has successfully completed the Village’s mowing contract for the past twelve consecutive years, 
and a landscape maintenance contract for the past seven years. Staff has been satisfied with their work. In 
addition, municipal references for WA Management are positive. 

ATTACHMENTS

Contract Documents
Contractor Evaluation
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation 

 

 
Contractor:  WA Management, Inc.  
 
Project:  Mowing and Landscape Maintenance for 2021, 3rd year of 3-yr contract 
 
Primary Contact: Mike Stewart   Phone:  1-630-774-1927 
 
Time Period:  started mowing and landscape maintenance April 12, 2021, and expected 
to finish by November 5, 2021, completing the 12th consecutive year with the mowing 
contract and 7th year of landscape maintenance work 
 
On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  Yes   No 
  
Provide details if early or late completion: All work is expected to be completed on time 
and per the mowing and landscape maintenance specifications for a total cost of 
$48,126.00. 
 
Change Orders (attach information if needed): none 

 
Difficulties / Positives:  WA Management was very easy to deal with.   Lists of required 
mowing and landscape maintenance were completed in a timely manner.  
 
Interaction with public: 
 

  Excellent    Good    Average    Poor 
 
No public interactions reported   
 
General Level of Satisfaction with work:  
  

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied 
 
Reviewers:   Kerstin G. von der Heide, Village Forester 
 
Date:  October 19, 2021   
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