
           
             ITEM MOT 00-05695 

VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 
REPORT FOR THE VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2014 AGENDA 
 

SUBJECT:                                              TYPE:                                      SUBMITTED BY: 

Bid: Purchase of Road Salt from 
State Contract 

 
 
 
 

Resolution 
Ordinance       
Motion 
Discussion Only 

Nan Newlon, P.E. 
Director of Public Works 

 
SYNOPSIS 
A motion is requested for the purchase of bulk road salt from Cargill Incorporated Salt Division of North 
Olmsted, Ohio for snow and ice control via the State of Illinois contract at a cost of $58.12 per ton and a 
not-to-exceed cost of $351,509.76. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Goals for 2011 to 2018 include Exceptional Municipal Services. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
Approval of this motion authorizes staff to purchase 6,048 tons of salt at a cost of $351,509.76. The severe 
winter of 2013/2014 exhausted the budget for salt purchases and a budget amendment will be necessary. 
Staff will include additional funding for salt in the FY15 Proposed Budget for the winter of 2014/2015. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the October 7, 2014 consent agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
On March 18, 2014, Village Council authorized renewal of a joint purchase agreement with the State of 
Illinois for the purchase of salt. This State contract combines the needs of hundreds of governmental 
entities across Illinois into a single bid document in an effort to consolidate buying power. The State has 
completed the renewal process for salt procurement and has presented this contract for the Village’s 
approval including a price of $58.12 per ton which is 5% higher than last snow season. 
 
On July 1, 2014, Village Council approved a contract for the purchase of bulk rock salt with Morton Salt 
through a bid process coordinated by DuPage County. This County contract combined the needs of the 
DuPage County Division of Transportation with 13 DuPage municipalities and all nine township highway 
departments into a single bid document in an effort to consolidate buying power. The Village agreed to 
purchase a minimum of 1,600 tons, and a maximum of 2,600 tons of salt. Participating in this contract will 
provide a secondary source of rock salt for snow and ice control operations.  This contract supplements 
the salt contract with the State of Illinois. 
 
A summary of the Village’s rock salt supply plans for 2014/15 is shown in the table below. 
 
Vendor Price Per Ton Minimum 

Amount (Tons) 
100% Allocation 

(Tons) 
Maximum  

Amount (Tons) 
Morton Salt, Inc. $70.44 1,600 2,000 2,600 
Cargill, Inc. $58.12 4,032 5,040 6,048 
Total 5,632 7,040 8,648 
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Staff is confident that the amount of salt requested, along with the use of anti-icing agents and the 
expansion of our salt storage capacity, will provide the material resources necessary to meet the service 
objectives described in the Village Snow Removal and Ice Control Policy in a cost effective manner. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
State of Illinois Joint Salt Purchasing Form 
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