
















APPROVED  June 19, 2013 

TRANSPORTATION AND PARKING COMMISSION 
Minutes 

April 10, 2013, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Council Chambers - Village Hall 
801 Burlington Avenue, Downers Grove 

 
 
Chairman Pro tem Schiller called to order the April 10, 2013 meeting of the Transportation and 
Parking Commission at 7:00 p.m.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance.    
 
Roll call followed and a quorum was established. 
  
ROLL CALL: 
 
Present: Chairman Pro tem Schiller; Commissioners Cronin, Saricks, Van Anne, Vlcek, 

and Wrobel  
 
Absent: Chairman Stuebner, Commissioner Loehman 
 
Staff Present: Mr. Dorin Fera, Transportation Division Manager; Police Parking Supv. Tim 

Sembach 
 
Public: Mr. Roger Bauman, 4500 Prince St., Downers Grove; Ms. Linda Kunze, 933 A 

Curtiss, Downers Grove; Ms. Karen Luce, 1340 Prairie, Downers Grove; Mr. 
Tom Banaszak, 6101 Blodgett, Downers Grove; Jim Steinkraus, 6033 Blodgett, 
Downers Grove; Rick and Linda Toole, 6102 Grand Ave., Downers Grove; 
Melynda Onlisaitis, 5116 B Main St., Downers Grove 

 
A brief review of the meeting’s protocol followed, with Chairman Pro tem Schiller noting the 
meeting was being recorded on village-owned equipment. 
 
APPROVAL OF MARCH 13, 2013 MINUTES  
 
MR. WROBEL MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MARCH 13, 2013 MINUTES AS 
PRESENTED, SECONDED BY MR. CRONIN.  ROLL CALL: 
  
AYE: MR. SCHILLER, MR. CRONIN, MS. VAN ANNE, MS. VLCEK, MR. WROBEL 
NAY: NONE 
 
MOTION CARRIED: 5-0-1.   (MR. SARICKS ABSTAINS)  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (NON-AGENDA ITEMS) 
 
Ms. Karen Luce, 1340 Prairie Avenue, Downers Grove, stated she cannot park in front of her 
house, on the side of her house, nor across the street on Montgomery, except in her driveway.  
Her friends/family have to park down the street.  She asked if she could have a few spaces in 
front of Prairie.  Mr. Fera responded that he was aware of the matter and clarified nothing could 
be done along Prairie Ave due to DOT standards but the Village is taking action on Montgomery 
as part of the Neighborhood Study #2 actions. 
 
1.  File #   05-13   Proposed Loading Zone - Library Alley 
Mr. Fera identified the location being considered for a loading zone, noting that one business 
has only a front door access to the alley.  Part of the business has drop offs and pickups but 
because the access is in the alley, by statute, the Village cannot allow parking in the alley.  
There is a corner location near the library, however, which is an ideal area and which does not 
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interfere with the movement of traffic and could be signed, striped and shared.  Allowable hours 
would be in accordance with the Village’s current ordinance. 
 
Asked if there would be restrictions to the size of the trucks loading, Mr. Fera said it would be 
more in line with a minivan or a Ford F150 but not for a construction vehicle.   
 
Mr. Wrobel shared a bit of history regarding the location under consideration, noting the prior 
trash containers were relocated due to the dumping area it became.  He recommended that the 
area being considered for a loading zone should be properly marked and property ticketed, if 
abused.  He stressed to staff that the one-way signage should be positioned for better visibility. 
 
Chairman Pro tem Schiller invited the public to speak. 
 
Melynda Onlisaitis, 5116 B Main Street, Downers Grove, stated she is the owner of Posh Kids 
and her customers cannot get to her door and she has asked people to not park there.  Her 
business is consignment so customers are constantly bringing in items.  She stated vehicles 
constantly park up and down the alley and no one can get through the area.  Lastly, she asked if 
she could park in the loading zone after hours, since she works very late sometimes.  It was 
suggested that she provide her license plate number to the police to make them aware of the 
matter.  
 
Ms. Linda Kunze, 933 Curtiss, Downers Grove, with the Downtown Management Corporation, 
stated that Dream Interiors moved to the second floor so the large North Carolina trucks will be 
seen less.  She asked if parking was allowed in the rear of the building under discussion. 
 
Mr. Fera responded that if the commission approved the petition under discussion there would 
be two loading zones – the one by the Dream Interiors building and  one near the northeast 
corner of the library.   
 
Hearing that response, Ms. Kunze stated she would send a letter to all the tenants notifying 
them that there is no parking in those locations. 
 
Ms. Onlisaitis returned and asked who she should contact regarding the discarded wooden 
crates she sees by the dumpster, wherein Mr. Wrobel suggested that Ms. Kunze notify the 
merchants in her letter to direct those who make deliveries on a wooden crate must take the 
crate with them. 
 
MR. SARICKS MADE A MOTION THAT THE TRANSPORTATION & PARKING 
COMMISSION FORWARD A POSITIVE RECOMMENDATION TO THE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
AND THAT THE FOLLOWING BE IMPLEMENTED: 

 
•  ADD ONE (1) ADDITIONAL LOADING ZONE PARKING AREA, EAST OF 1050 

CURTISS ST, AND ALONG THE WEST SIDE OF THE EXISTING ALLEY, AS 
DESCRIBED HEREIN, AND SHOWN ON THE ATTACHED EXHIBIT 1; AND 
 

•  SUBJECT TO THE MODIFICTION AND/OR ADDITION OF ONE-WAY SIGNAGE AT 
THE NORTH END OF THE ALLEY, AND APPROPRIATE LEVELS OF POLICE 
PATROLLING TO ASSURE ONLY DESIGNATED USE OF BOTH THE ALLEY 
LOADING ZONES. 

MR. WROBEL SECONDED THE MOTION.    
 
MOTION CARRIED BY VOTE OF 6-0.   
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File # 06-13 – 61ST Street Parking Restrictions – Fairmount School 
 
Mr. Fera reported that initially Public Works received a complaint regarding parkway damage 
and parking issues on 61st Street across from Fairmount School.  Mr. Fera referenced photos 
he took on the day he visited the site, noting vehicles were parking on the sidewalk on the north 
side of the street and creating conditions where it was not conducive for two-way traffic nor safe 
for children exiting school.  A letter was sent to the neighbors seeking their input on assigning 
parking restrictions.   
 
Mr. Fera stated from observations, he noticed that 60th Street, to the north, had curb and gutters 
and was better defined and had more opportunity for school paring.  Therefore, staff was 
reviewing the possibility of restricting parking on the north side of 61st Street, with the 
understanding that the village would first fix the parkway.  Then, the Village would install a four-
hour time restriction on the south side to allow some usage of the street y the neighbors.  
 
A question was asked whether the Village’s right-of-way on the north side of 61st went beyond 
the ditch (in the photograph), with the suggestion that the Village blacktop and stripe it to 
delineate the parking area.  Mr. Fera indicated the Village is not in a position to spend more 
money on this particular location, but only provide what is necessary.  He also reminded 
commissioners that reconstruction for the street could occur in the future and that staff could 
consider curb and gutter at that time.  
 
Dialog then followed that vehicles do stay within their parking area near Blodgett but eventually 
move onto the sidewalk, probably trying to get off the road.  Also mentioned was the fact that 
ComEd trucks were parked (in the photograph) on the street which created an even tighter area 
for vehicles to pass.  Comments by Ms. Vlcek followed that if the vehicles were eliminated on 
the north side, the cars on the south side would not park on the sidewalk.  At the same time, she 
also noted that the vehicles parking on the south side did not appear to be parking there too 
long.  Mr. Saricks said he had assumed the commission had heard from the residents who 
could not park in front of their homes due to vehicles parking there all day.   
 
Mr. Tom Banaszak, 6101 Blodgett, Downers Grove, thanked staff for responding to his phone 
calls.  However, he stated the cars parked on the sidewalks were not a common occurrence and 
it just so happened that the ComEd trucks were taking up half the road that day.  He stated he 
lives on the south side where the parking would be allowed but he did not understand why the 
four hour restriction was in place.  He stated that the parking was restrictive around the school 
and that people did have to walk quite a distance for any school event.  However, he 
understood why the residents on the north side would not like the parking there because their 
parkway did get torn up quite a bit.  He believed parking should be on the south side without any 
restriction.  Mr. Banaszak explained that vehicles will park on both sides of the street mainly in 
the morning hours, as kids are being dropped off or because teachers cannot find parking in the 
school’s parking lot.  
 
Mr. Jim Steinkraus, 6033 Blodgett, Downers Grove, did not mind the vehicles parking but it 
was the tires making tracks in the grass and make the area look bad.  He believed placing 
asphalt and striping it would be helpful.  He also agreed about the statement made regarding 
the ComEd trucks being there for the one day.   
 
Mr. Rich Toole, 6102 Grand Ave., Downers Grove, noted that this same situation arose a few 
years back where a mud puddle was created between the street and the sidewalk and 
eventually the Village paved the area, which helped.  While he believed asphalt would help, he 
also explained that the street heads east and down hill.  At 61st and Grand, a mud puddle is 
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formed from debris that comes off of the hill.  Mr. Toole also added that the school holds a 
number of events which block the street so restricting parking on the north side would help 
relieve part of the problem.  For the south side, he suggested paving part of street heading back 
west and eliminating the gravel.  He favored staff’s recommendation regarding 60th Street and 
west of Blodgett on 61st, which he thought was a good alternative. 
 
Mr. Fera stated that he was aware that teachers may be parking on the street but if the 
commission desired no restriction on the south side, he stated staff is agreeable to that option, 
and would monitor the situation after these changes are made.  Mr. Cronin suggested that staff 
notify Fairmont School about parking on the two streets.   
 
Mr. Tom Banaszak, 6101 Blodgett, Downers Grove, stated that in the past the Public Works 
Department has put down gravel and tried to maintain the area for the residents. 
 
Mr. Saricks recommended making a motion approving staff’s first recommendation point but 
tabling the second bullet point for future consideration since there was not much support from 
the neighbors to institute parking restrictions on the south side of 61st Street.  
 
MS. VLCEK MADE A MOTION THAT THE TRANSPORTATION AND PARKING 
COMMISSION FORWARD A POSITIVE RECOMMENDATION TO THE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
IMPLEMENTING THE FOLLOWING:  INSTALL “NO PARKING ANY TIME” ALONG THE 
NORTH SIDE OF 61ST STREET, BETWEEN BLODGETT AVENUE AND GRAND AVENUE.   
MR. WROBEL SECONDED THE MOTION.  
 
MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE OF 6-0.   
 
 
2.  File # 07-13 – Neighborhood Traffic Study Area #2 – Pre-Final. 
 
Mr. Fera summarized that staff and the consultants looked at Study Area #2 which involved 75 
intersections and resulted in a series of operational and parking recommendations.  Mr. Fera 
reviewed the same areas the consultants reviewed at the February 13, 2013 Neighborhood 
Informal Meeting, i.e., speed, traffic volume, peak hour turning counts, etc.,   Mr. Fera reviewed 
Table 2 explaining he was looking for the commission to approve a recommendation to the 
Village Council for the short-term improvements listed in Table 2, in addition to one more 
addition -- an All Way Stop control -- as recommended by staff.   
 
A review of Table 2 content followed, including the additional proposed All-Way Stop on Forest 
Ave at Lincoln Ave.  Mr. Fera explained the confusion that was occurring at that intersection 
with the current two-way stop.  He reported that this Study Area #2 has the highest 
concentration of All-Way Stop signs in the Village, due to the fact of having three schools within 
four blocks of each other; all being connected by Grant St.  He discussed another proposed All-
Way Stop at Linscott Ave and Franklin St near Prince Pond, with Franklin St being a heavily 
traveled east-west route to Oakwood Ave due to the existing traffic signal at Main St and 
Franklin St. 
 
Mr. Fera then reviewed the proposed parking restrictions, explaining that he did have all of the 
restrictions resolved yet and will be working to narrow them down to two types of restrictions:  1) 
restrictions for the schools areas; and 2) restrictions for the parking need of he type of area, 
whether business or residential.  A review of staff’s considerations followed.  For school zones, 
the Village is considering the restriction hours of 7 AM to 9 AM or 8 AM to 11 AM to address the 
early starts and the late starts.  For the Metra Train Zone, a three-hour or four-hour restriction 
would work well.  For the neighborhood zone, he suggested no restrictions.  However, he 
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reminded the commissioners that the Village will return with specific recommendations to this 
Commission and an exhibit which would have the proposed parking restrictions depicted for the 
affected zones so that it would be the correct recommendation to forward to the Village Council.   
 
Continuing, Mr. Fera reminded the commissioners that the North High area will be studied 
separately because the school recently completed its parking operation and he preferred to see 
the school go through at least a one year cycle.  The other area to be studied separately will be 
Warren Avenue because of its bike route, semi-industrial commercial area, and residential 
areas, etc.  The last area to be studied separately will be Prairie and Franklin intersection to 
quantify any sight distance issues. 
 
For the long term, Mr. Fera reported that he and the consultant will be reviewing traffic calming 
improvements related to speed mostly, and will be proposing changes to Lee Ave, Seeley Ave 
(Ogden to Chicago) and Saratoga Ave (from Ogden to Chicago).  He noted that the issue was 
the long stretch of blocks, about which the Police Department was also aware.  Details followed 
on the various calming improvements that could address the speeding sections of roadway.   
 
Per a question about what the police department thought of the ideas being recommended, 
Officer Sembach stated the department would like to see uniform parking restrictions and felt a 
few years ago that the 8 AM to 11 AM restriction would work.  Regarding a restriction listed for 
Lee at Chicago, Mr. Fera explained it was a sight issue for vehicles traveling east and west on 
Chicago, due to a resident’s bushes along the parkway.  Another location was identified as 
having tree sight-line issues.   
 
Addressing the different types of traffic calming measures in staff’s report, Mr. Wrobel inquired 
whether there were any petitions received from residents on Lee St asking for something more 
than the vertical deflections (speed tables), wherein Mr. Fera explained there were no petitions 
received to date from the community.   However, he explained that when staff does determine a 
recommendation there will be public meetings and reviews in order to hear from the residents to 
see what types of options can work for the area.  It may be possible, too, to use a variety of 
interventions on Lee Ave and on Seeley Ave.   
 
Ms. Karen Luce, 1340 Prairie, Downers Grove, was pleased to see that the school parking 
restrictions were going to be removed from her area.   She referenced two signs that she was 
not sure were going to be included in the restriction, one of which was across the street from her 
which stated “No Parking Here to Corner.”  She preferred that all restrictions be lifted.   
 
Mr. Roger Bauman, 4500 Prince St., Downers Grove, asked for clarification regarding the No 
Parking restrictions around North High School, wherein Mr. Fera stated they would remain.   
 
MR. SARICKS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION, AS 
PRESENTED, AND WITH THE ADDITION OF THE INTERSECTION OF FOREST AT 
LINCOLN TO “ALL-WAY STOP CONTROL”:  
 
SHORT-TERM IMPROVEMENTS 
 
THE SHORT-TERM IMPROVEMENTS INCLUDE UPGRADES TO SIGNAGE, INCLUDING 
NEW STOP SIGNS, YIELD SIGNS, CHANGES TO EXISTING STOP / YIELD SIGNS, AND 
UPDATED SCHOOL SIGNAGE.  ALSO, THE INTERSECTION OF FOREST AVE. / LINCOLN 
AVE. UPGRADED TO AN ALL-WAY STOP CONDITION IS INCLUDED.  IN CONCEPT, 
FUTURE ON-STREET PARKING RESTRICTIONS (BY ZONE) AS DISCUSSED, INCLUDE 
THE OBJECTIVES OF REDUCING THE NUMBER AND COMPLEXITY OF CURRENT 
RESTRICTIONS.     
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(Specific parking restriction changes on a block-by-block basis, will be presented, discussed in 
detail with the residents, and approved under a separate, future Commission meeting). 
 
MS. VLCEK SECONDED THE MOTION.   
 
AYE: MR. WROBEL, MS. VLCEK, MR. SCHILLER, MR. SARICKS, MR. CRONIN, 
 MS. VAN ANNE 
 
NAY: NONE 
 
MOTION CARRIED.   VOTE:  6-0 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Fera commented that DuPage County was involved in a number of roadway projects 
including the following:  Curtiss and Belmont roadway and bridge work; pedestrian signal 
improvements at 39th St and Highland; updated traffic and pedestrian signals at Fairview and 
39th; and new LED signals at 63rd and Dunham with pedestrian count-downs.   Consultant 
contracts will be going out for various traffic projects, including:  Fairview and Maple to 55th 

Traffic Study; Main and Grant new traffic signals; school improvements at Pierce Downer 
School; Washington Street, Maple to BNSF Railroad tracks for water main and storm sewer.  
Safe Routes to School final plans have been submitted to IDOT; with construction letting on   
August 2, 2013 with construction to follow.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Mr. Fera reported on the following:  DuPage County will be resurfacing Main Street from 63rd to 
Valley View this summer; DuPage County will also be installing sidewalks on the east side of 
Belmont from Maple Ave to Elmore Ave; DuPage County’s 55th St. project is moving forward 
and the Village and residents will be invited to a public meeting in late summer 2013; and the 
bikeway project along 31st St is proceeding with the Village in the process of pursuing an 
easement agreement with a property owner from the west end of 31st Street that will connect to 
Saratoga Ave.   
 
On another matter, Mr. Wrobel mentioned a resident from the Burlington Highlands who spoke 
before the village council regarding life and safety issues of trying to get onto Ogden Ave from 
Downers Dr., wherein Mr. Fera stated he was aware of the situation and has spoken with the 
resident who petitioned.  He did indicate that traffic counts are scheduled in Summer, 2013 for 
the Burlington Highlands area, followed by an accident review and once the information was 
gather, it would be forwarded to IDOT to consider for a traffic signal warrant study by them. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
MS. VLCEK MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 9:03 P.M.  MR. WROBEL 
SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE OF 6-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Celeste Weilandt, 
Recording Secretary 
(as transcribed from MP3 digital recording) 
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