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SYNOPSIS 
An Ordinance has been prepared amending the Liquor Code which would allow the consumption of full 
alcohol on-site for the Class P-O-2 liquor license classification (Lemon Tree Grocer).  

 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The goals for 2011-2018 include Strong, Diverse Local Economy.  

  

FISCAL IMPACT 
N/A   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
Based upon a request from the Lemon Tree Grocer, the Liquor Commissioner considered amending the 
Class P-O-2 liquor license classification which would allow the on-site consumption of alcohol on the 

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION 
This item was discussed at the October 4, 2011 Village Council meeting. At the request of the Village 
Council, Lemon Tree provided the following sales figures for the dates of August 13, 2010 through 
August 13, 2011.  
 
Lemon Tree Sales 8/13/10 thru 8/13/11 

Category  Sales  % of Total 
Grocery Sales   
   Non-Liquor Grocery       955,163  53.1%
   Liquor Grocery        301,332  16.7%
Subtotal Grocery    1,256,495  69.8%
   
Restaurant Sales   
   Non-Liquor Restaurant       400,865  22.3%
   Liquor Restaurant       142,141  7.9%
Subtotal Restaurant       543,006  30.2%
   
Total Sales    1,799,501  100.0%
Note: Total liquor (for grocery and restaurant) sales equal 
   $443,474 or 24.6% of total sales  

 
Downtown Management Corporation submitted the attached letter in support of the proposed 
amendment to the Liquor Code. Staff recommends approval on the October 11, 2011 Active Agenda.  



premises. Food service will be available at all times; however, the grocery store shall remain the primary 
business of the establishment. Currently, the licensee is allowed only on-site consumption of beer and wine.  
 
A draft ordinance is attached amending the beer and wine only on-site consumption sales to the 
service of full alcohol on-site. 
 
For clarification purposes, definitions for a grocery store and drug store were included in this draft 
ordinance.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
An Ordinance Amending Class P-O-2 License Provisions 
Lemon Tree Letter of Request 
Liquor Commission Recommendation & DRAFT Minutes - September 8, 2011 
Letter from Downtown Management Corporation 
 
 

 



V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E

C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y

INITIATED:          Village Attorney              DATE:           October 11, 2011                     
                    (Name)

RECOMMENDATION FROM:        Liquor Commission                         FILE REF:                 
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

  X  Ordinance   

    Resolution 

    Motion 

     Other  

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to Adopt “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ON AND OFF PREMISE CONSUMPTION
LICENSES”, as presented. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

Adoption of the attached ordinance shall amend the Class P-O-2 license provisions. 

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:
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ORDINANCE NO.    
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING  
ON AND OFF PREMISE CONSUMPTION LICENSES 

 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove in DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows:  (Additions are indicated by shading/underline; deletions by strikeout): 

 
Section 1. That Section 3.3 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
3.3 Definitions. 

For the purposes of this Chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them by this section: 

 
*  *  *   
 
Drug Store.  A retail store where medication and miscellaneous articles (food, cosmetics and film) are 
sold.   
 
*  *  *   
Grocery Store.  A building where the primary business consists of the direct retail sale of items such as 
meats, cereals, grains, produce, baked goods, dairy  products, canned and frozen prepared food products, 
beverages, cleaning supplies, pet food and supplies, over the counter medicines, personal products, 
household goods and similar items are available to be purchased by the consumer.   
 
*  *  *  
 
Section 2. That Section 3.13 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
3.13 Classification of licenses. 
Such licenses shall be, and are hereby, divided into the following classes: 
 
*  *  *   
Class "P-O" On Premise and Off Premise Consumption Licenses 
 
"P-O-2"  Packaged liquor licenses shall authorize the retail sale of alcoholic liquor.  Such licenses shall be 
only authorized in locations where a grocery store is the primary business. 
 
(1)  The sale of alcohol, in original packages, unopened only, shall be permitted subject to the following 
conditions:   
 a.  No more than ten percent (10%) of the retail sale square footage area shall be devoted to the 
sale of tobacco products. 
 b.  Free tastings, classes or seminars shall be permitted on such premises in accordance with State 
law. 
 c.  Alcohol sold in original packages and intended for off-premise consumption shall not be 
opened or consumed on the premises or in any designated seating/serving area. 
 d.  Hours for the sale of alcohol, in original packages, unopened only, shall be in accordance with 
Section 3-31(b).     
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(2)  The sale of beer and wine onlyalcohol shall also be permitted for consumption on the premises 
subject to the following conditions: 
 a.  The premises shall exceed five thousand five hundred (5,500) square feet and be located 
within the Downtown Business District. 
 b.  The seating/serving area for customers consuming beer and winealcohol on the premises shall 
not exceed seven hundred fifty (750) square feet.   
 c.  Consumption of beer and winealcohol on the premises shall be limited to the designated 
seating/serving area and signage shall be posted that patrons may not leave the area with open alcohol.  
 d.  Such facilities shall include an area where food is prepared and regularly served on the 
premises, including hot or cold sandwiches, appetizers, tapas, baked goods or other similar foods. 
 e.  It is intended that the service of alcoholic liquor is merely an adjunct to the operation of a 
grocery store and that the facility shall not be advertised or otherwise held out to be a drinking 
establishment. 
 f.     Hours for the sale of beer and wine onlyalcohol, for on-premise consumption, shall be in 
accordance with Section 3-31(a).     
 
*  *  *   
 
Section 3.  That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are 

hereby repealed. 

 
Section 4.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication 

in the manner provided by law. 

 
 
   
                               Mayor 
 
Passed: 
Published: 
Attest:  
            Village Clerk 
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