
 
Staff Responses to Council Questions 

September 6, 2011 
 
6. Consent Agenda E. Resolution: Submit Grant Application for 2011 Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant Program for Ambulance Acquisition 
Does this action authorize the purchase of an ambulance or will there be a separate Council action 
item authorizing the purchase? 
The action authorizes the Village to apply for the grant.  If awarded the grant, Council would take an 
additional action to authorize the purchase of the ambulance. Staff anticipates requesting Council 
authorization to replace the current ambulance whether or not the Village is awarded the grant.  
 
How much was set aside in the equipment replacement fund for vehicle and the gear?   
A total of $220,000 has been included in the 2012 proposed budget for the ambulance; $25,000 has 
been proposed for turnout gear costs.  
 
If the Grant is due in a couple days, why is Council just getting this now?  There was less than a 
month of notification to allow grant writing and approvals?   
September 6th is the first available Council Meeting since the grant application was made available.  
The application was made available on August 15. 
 
When will we hear and be able to use the grant money?  What is the timetable and plan for the 
alternative? 
According to a grant program representative, the award announcements are tentatively scheduled for 
late Spring of 2012. The funding would likely be available during the 2012 budget year.  
 
6. Consent Agenda G. Motion: Approve the FY11-12 Budget for the Downers Grove 
Downtown Management Corporation  
Copy of the SSA Ordinance? 
Attached is Ordinance 3974 establishing the SSA from 1997, Ordinance 4444 extending the SSA in 
2002 and Ordinance 2178 extending the SSA from 2005.  
 
DMC submitted a budget, pulled it before consideration, got a fee waiver, and resubmitted.  How is 
this budget different? 
This budget is the same as the budget submitted earlier this year. The budget did not include 
expenditures associated with fees for Village services at Downtown Management Events. Therefore, 
at that time, Downtown Management requested that the review by Council be delayed until the fee 
waiver was considered. 
 
How does a budget insure that SSA funds are actually expended in the manner specified?  Budgets 
are forcasted intentions, not actual.  Do we get to see actuals? 
The operating agreement with Downtown Management states that the Village may review the 
accounting records of the corporation at any reasonable time. If requested by the Council, staff will 
ask Downtown Management to provide actual expenses for Council review. 
 
6. Consent Agenda H. Resolution: Submit Grant Application to the Housing and Urban 
Development Community Planning Challenge Grant 
The source of $50K is “other”.  If  not Fed or our match, where is the $50 K from? 
The "other" $50K was from the Downtown Pattern Book.  The Village spent $50,000 on the pattern 
book in 2008 to assist with the façade improvement program.  This book will be useful in improving 
the requirements as defined by a revised zoning ordinance for Downtown Downers Grove. 
 



We employ a lobbyist.  Where do we limit our lobbyist to state  funding or exclude money coming 
through the State from the Federal Government?  In short, specifically why do we not have to report 
our lobbyist? 
The Village answered Not Applicable to the grant application question regarding lobbying activities 
because the Village does not currently employ a lobbyist. The most recent lobbyist’s contract was 
valid from May 1, 2010 through April 30, 2011. The Village did not renew or extend the contract.  
 
Is this Grant contingent on our passing the Comp Plan and any specific requirements?  What 
aspects of the Comp Plan exclude us from this grant? 
The grant is not contingent on first passing the Comprehensive Plan.  However, having an updated 
plan provides an important competitive advantage for winning planning grants.  No parts of the plan 
exclude the Village from receiving the grant.  Many of the elements HUD looks for in reviewing the 
grant applications are contained within the draft comprehensive plan. 
 
How will this money be used (specifically budget-wise)?  Will we be required to hire consultants and 
to what purpose? 
Staff recommends hiring a consultant to review, study and draft a re-write of the Village's zoning 
and subdivision regulations.  Staff does not possess the full range of knowledge nor the time to 
complete the full range of research, writing and facilitation required to amend these ordinances. 
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