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SYNOPSIS 
A motion is requested authorizing the execution of a contract for hydrant flow testing services in the 
amount of $42,750 with M.E. Simpson Co., Inc. of Valparaiso, Indiana. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The goals for 2011-2018 include Top Quality Infrastructure. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The adopted FY11 Water Fund budget provides $43,000 for hydrant flow testing services. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the March 15, 2011 consent agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
This program involves utilizing a technical service provider to conduct inspection activities and flow 
testing for 950 of the Village's 2,600 fire hydrants. According to American Water Works Association 
(AWWA) standards, “To ensure that a hydrant will work correctly when it is needed, a periodic testing 
and maintenance program must be followed. All hydrants should be inspected regularly, at least once a 
year, to ensure their satisfactory operation.” 
 
This work also provides the necessary data to color code fire hydrants or hydrant markers using 
standardized colors in accordance with National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards for 
available fire flow. This allows the Fire Department, or any responding mutual aid department, to quickly 
identify how to use the available hydrant and how much water is anticipated to be available. 
  
A Request for Proposals (RFP) seeking services from a qualified vendor to provide the hydrant flow 
testing program was issued in February. The RFP was published in accordance with established 
procurement procedures. Two proposals were received with pricing summarized in the table below. 
 

Vendor Cost Proposal Cost Per 
Hydrant 

M.E. Simpson Co., Inc., Valparaiso, Indiana $42,750 $45 
R&M Service Solutions LLC, Trilby, Florida $52,250 $55 

 
Proposals were evaluated based upon the vendor’s general approach and plans to meet the requirements of 
the RFP, the experience and qualifications of the vendor and personnel assigned to the project, and the 
vendor’s current and past performance on projects of similar scope and size, and the costs proposed by the 
vendor to perform the requirements on the RFP.  Based on this review, staff believes the proposal 
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submitted by M.E. Simpson best meets the needs of the Village.  They have been performing this work for 
several area communities such as Orland Park, Westmont, LaGrange Park and Glencoe for several years 
and have produced accurate results. M.E. Simpson completed the hydrant flow testing program for the 
Village in 2010 at a unit price of $45 per hydrant. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Contract Documents 
Contractor Evaluation Form 

































































































































































Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation 

 

 
Contractor: M.E. Simpson Co., Inc. 
 
Project: Hydrant Flow Testing 
 
Primary Contact:      Randy Lusk    Phone: 1-800-255-1521           
 
Time Period: Proposals Due 3-11-10. Village Council awarded the contract on 4-20-

2010.  
 
On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances) X yes   no 
  
Provide details if early or late completion:   
The contractor started this project in late September.  This was due to our direction to 
flow test hydrants after our water restriction ordinance ended on 9-15-2010.  The project 
was completed on 12-3-2010.  A full report and an upload of all the current results were 
submitted on 2-3-2011.  
 
Change Orders (attach information if needed):   None 
 
Difficulties / Positives:  
This year’s project cost $39,150 flow tested 870 hydrants from 61st to Prairie. This 
included all the hydrants in the downtown area. M.E.Simpson worked with staff to 
develop a hydrant flushing plan. They also delivered door hanger cards as notifications 
prior to flow testing. We had no complaints from any residents that were in the flow 
testing area.  In addition to the flow testing and operating of the hydrants, they were 
also classified by capacity using the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) rating. 
This year’s program reported that 710 out of the 870 hydrants flow tested (82%) had the 
highest ranking at 1,500 gallons per minute or greater. 
 
Interaction with public: 
 
X  excellent    good    average    poor 
 
During this project there were no calls received regarding damage to property, low 
water pressure or discolored water. 
 
General Level of Satisfaction with work:  
  
X  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied 
 
Should the Village contract  with this vendor in the future?  X Yes    No 
 
Reviewers: Dave Bird Dated : 2-18-2011 
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