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SYNOPSIS 
Ordinances have been prepared amending the Liquor Code which would: 
 

 Increase the allowable on-site consumption square footage limit from 550 square feet to 750 square 
feet for the Class P-O-2 liquor license classification (Lemon Tree Grocer).   

 Amend Friday hours for the sale of liquor.     
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The strategic goals for 2011 to 2018 include Strong, Diverse Local Economy. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
N/A    
  
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the March 1, 2011 active agenda. 
  
BACKGROUND 
Based upon a request from the Lemon Tree Grocer, the Liquor Commissioner considered amending the 
Class P-O-2 liquor license classification which would increase the square footage area for the on-site 
consumption of beer and wine. Lemon Tree has experienced a larger than anticipated need for on-site 
consumption of food, beer and wine. This amendment would increase the square footage for on-site 
consumption by 200 square feet. Food service will be available at all times, however the grocery store shall 
remain the primary business of the establishment. The dining area is roughly 13% of the total square footage 
of the entire establishment. 
 
A draft ordinance is attached amending the square footage area from 550 square feet to 750 square feet for 
the Class P-O-2 license classification.  
 
Based upon a request from the Downers Grove Chamber on behalf of several license holders, the Liquor 
Commission discussed amending liquor sales hours on Friday until 2 a.m.  Currently, alcoholic liquor 
cannot be sold after 1 a.m. on Friday (into Saturday) at licensed establishments.  A number of communities 
have 2 a.m. Friday liquor sales hours, including Glen Ellyn, Lisle, Lombard, Oak Brook (with an extra $500 
fee), Naperville and Westmont.  Local licensees claim the need to remain competitive with these 
surrounding communities.   
 

A draft ordinance is attached amending Friday hours to 2 a.m.  Other liquor sale hours will remain 
unchanged.  (Monday through Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 a.m. and Saturday 8:00 a.m. through 2:00 a.m., 
Sunday 9 a.m. - 1:00 a.m.) This would apply to both on-site and off-site consumption license holders. 



 
The Liquor Commission discussed this matter at their meetings of September 9, 2010, October 7th 
and November 4, 2010.  On November 4th the Commission unanimously recommended that Friday 
hours be amended to 2 a.m. with a 1 year sunset clause.    
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
An Ordinance Amending Class P-O-2 License Provisions 
Lemon Tree Letter of Request 
An Ordinance Amending Liquor Sales Hours 
Downers Grove Chamber Letter of Request 
Surrounding Communities Sales Hours 
Liquor Commission Minutes – September 9, 2010, October 7, 2010  
Liquor Commission Minutes & Recommendation November 4, 2010 
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