ITEM RES 00-04381

VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
REPORT FOR THE VILLAGE CouNcIL WORKSHOP
JANUARY 11, 2011 AGENDA

SUBJECT: TYPE: SUBMITTED BY:
v Resolution
Ordinance
A Resolution Providing for Motion Enza Petrarca
Electronic Attendance Discussion Only | Village Attorney
SYNOPSIS

A resolution has been prepared to authorize Mayor Sandack’s attendance by electronic means at the
following Village Council meetings: January 11; February 1, 8 and 15; March 1, 8 and 15; April 5, 12 and
19; and May 3 and 10. Ability to attend electronically is contingent upon a quorum of the council being
physically present in the Council Chambers at each meeting where such electronic attendance is requested
and availability of equipment to allow such participation.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT
The Five Year Plan and Goals include Exceptional Services and Communication.

FISCAL IMPACT
The cost of implementing the electronic attendance system for all 12 meetings is estimated to be as much
as $500 plus staff time.

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION

This item was discussed at the January 4, 2011 Council meeting. As a result of Council
discussion, the resolution now states that electronic attendance is contingent upon approval of a
motion at the beginning of each Council meeting.

BACKGROUND

The Open Meetings Act, and Council Rule 2, both allow for electronic attendance when a member of a
public body must be absent from a meeting for “employment purposes”. Mayor Sandack has requested
approval of his electronic attendance for specific meetings due to potential conflicts with the schedule of
the General Assembly, when he will be in Springfield serving as a State Senator. The resolution contains
specific conditions precedent for the Mayor’s electronic participation, which are mandated by State law.
Mayor Sandack will not be able to participate if a quorum is not physically present or if there is not
adequate equipment available to allow electronic participation. The purpose of the resolution is to allow
the more efficient operation of Village government as electronic participation would not have to appear on
every agenda 48 hours in advance and a single vote will allow the Mayor to participate at these meetings
electronically if other conditions are met. In addition, this prior approval will allow Commissioner Schnell
to prepare in advance for the meetings for which she would serve as chair.
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VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE

COUNCIL ACTION SUMMARY

INITIATED: Village Attorney DATE: January 11, 2011
(Name)
RECOMMENDATION FROM: FILE REF:

(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION: STEPSNEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Ordinance Motion to Adopt “A RESOLUTION PROVIDING
FOR ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE”, as presented.
_X_ Resolution
Motion

Other

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

Adoption of the attached resolution shall authorize Mayor Sandack to attend certain Council
meetings electronically.

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:
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RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove Council Rules provide for attendance by
members of the Village Council by el ectronic means provided such attendance is in accordance
with those rules as well as applicable State law; and

WHEREAS, €electronic attendance is permissible when a quorum is physically present at
the meeting, when the absence of the member is due to employment purposes or the business of
the Village, and when amagjority of the Village Council approves such electronic attendance; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Sandack is currently serving as a State Senator which would be
considered employment under the terms of Council Rule 2, as heisreceiving asalary and
benefits from the State of Illinois; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Sandack, due to conflicts with his Senate schedule, has requested
that he be allowed to participate electronically when heis unable to travel from Springfield to
Downers Grove for the purposes of a Council Meeting; and

WHEREAS, based upon the Senate calendar, Mayor Sandack may be attending the
following meetings electronically: January 11™; February 1%, 8" and 15"™; March 1%, 8" and 15™;
April 1%, 8" and 15 and May 3" and 10" and

WHEREAS, approval of electronic attendance is contingent upon conformance to
Council Rules and State law.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Village Council of the Village of
Downers Grove as follows:

Section 1. Mayor Sandack, due to his anticipated absence from the Village for
employment purposes, is hereby authorized to attend the following Council Meetings via
electronic means: January 11" February 1%, 8" and 15" March 1%, 8" and 15™; April 1%, 8" and
15™ and May 3" and 10"

Section 2. Thisapproval is contingent upon a quorum of the Council being physically
present in the Council Chambers at each meeting where such electronic attendance is requested,
the availability of the equipment to allow such participation, and that a motion is approved at the
beginning of each meeting approving the electronic attendance.

Section 3. Thisresolution shall bein full force and effect from and after its passage and
approval in amanner provided by law.

Mayor
Passed:
Published:
Attest:

Village Clerk
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