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MANAGER’S MEMO ITEM 
 
 

ITEM: Ogden Avenue Sidewalk and Curb Cut Reduction Plan, Project S-005 
WORKSHOP DATE: May 10, 2005 
PREPARED BY: David H. Barber, P.E., Director of Public Works 

Michael D. Millette, P.E., Assistant Director of Public Works – Eng. 
PROPOSAL AMOUNT: $222,417 ACCOUNT: 110.341.0000.5802 

BUDGET AMOUNT: $170,000  220.341.0000.5802 
 

PURPOSE: To authorize the execution of a contract with Burns & McDonnell, Inc. in 
the amount of $222,417 to design the Ogden Avenue Sidewalk Plan. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
The Village has received Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) funds to consolidate 
curb cuts along Ogden Avenue throughout its length within the Village.  We have also secured 
funding through the Surface Transportation Program (STP) administered by the DuPage Mayors 
and Managers Conference to complete sidewalks on both sides of Ogden.  IDOT has combined 
both projects into one. 
 
In November 2004, Staff solicited proposals from 25 engineering firms to provide preliminary 
design and final engineering plans for the above referenced project.  The firms were selected 
from the qualifications on file with the Department.  Firms who indicated an expertise in 
sidewalk design and familiarity with IDOT land acquisition policies and procedures were sent 
invitations to propose. 
 
In general, this work will consist of surveying the entire right-of-way, developing a proposed 
sidewalk alignment, investigating curb cut consolidations and closures, facilitating public 
hearing(s), co-ordination and review by IDOT, preparation of plats and legal descriptions of 
property and easement acquisitions, and development of plans and specifications for bidding. 
 
Sixteen companies responded.  Their submittals were reviewed and ranked on the following 
criteria: Capability and Similar Project Experience; Proposed Staff; Responsiveness to RFP 
requirements; Distribution of Work Effort; and Familiarity with Downers Grove.  The results are 
as follows: 
 

 
Firm Name 

Composite 
Score 

 
Firm Name 

Composite 
Score 

Burns & McDonnell 9.30 K-Plus Engineering 8.06 
Civiltech Engineering 9.16 Bollinger, Lach & Associates 7.92 
Engineering Resource Associates 8.94 Christopher B. Burke Engineering 7.87 
Clark Dietz 8.65 Graef, Anhalt, Schloemer & Assoc. 7.82 
V3 Infrastructure Services 8.32 Ciorba Group 7.63 
Intech Consultants 8.18 Engineering Enterprises 7.60 
Strand Associates  8.13 Crawford, Murphy & Tilly 7.51 
Pavia-Marting & Co. 8.09 American Consulting Engineers, LLC 7.18 

 
Based upon these results, Burns & McDonnell was determined to be the most qualified 
respondent.  The largest single factor to note is that they completed the Ogden Avenue sidewalk 
plans for both Westmont and Lisle (with the associated right-of-way acquisition efforts in 
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Westmont).  Staff met with Burns & McDonnell on April 7th and agreed with the scope and fee 
as originally proposed. 
 
 
REFERENCE CHECKS: 
 
Staff checked references with the following four communities: 
 

Ø Clarendon Hills 
Ø Westmont 
Ø Palatine 
Ø Lisle 

 
Each reference provided favorable opinions of Burns & McDonnell.   
 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

PROP. AMOUNT: $222,417 ACCOUNT: 110.341.0000.5802 
BUDGET AMOUNT: $110,000 (FY05-06)  220.341.0000.5802 

 
This work will proceed over two fiscal years due to the extensive review by IDOT and right-of-
way procurement process.  The FY05-06 budget includes $35,000 in the Ogden TIF Fund 
(110.341.0000.5802) and $75,000 in the Capital Fund.  The Capital Improvement plan lists 
$460,000 in FY06-07 for all costs associated with property acquisition.  This figure should be 
reviewed when a more accurate split between plats and legal descriptions (included in this 
proposal) and the actual cost for easements is determined.  This split will be more clear after the 
project report is developed this fall. 
 
A review of the proposed costs of the top three firms confirms that the value the Village will 
receive form Burns & McDonnell is the best.  Indeed, their raw dollar proposal is the lowest of 
the three (the others were: $246,169 and $400,286) and third lowest amongst all respondents.  
Staff feels that their proposed work effort lists the correct number of hours in which to complete 
the work. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Contract. 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends authorization and execution of a contract with Burns & McDonnell of 
Downers Grove for the Ogden Avenue Sidewalk Plan in the amount of $222,417. 
 
 
REQUESTED COURSE OF ACTION: 
Place this agreement on the May 17, 2005 agenda. 










































