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MANAGER’S MEMO ITEM 
 
 

ITEM: FY 2005 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Application 
WORKSHOP DATE: March 22, 2005 
PREPARED BY: Phil Ruscetti, Fire Chief and Susan Brassfield, Grants Coordinator 

BID AMOUNT: N.A. ACCOUNT: 001.722.0000.5831 
BUDGET AMOUNT: $244,630   

  

PURPOSE: To recommend submittal of the grant application to the Department of 
Homeland Security to support 90% of the total costs to purchase self-
contained breathing apparatus (S.C.B.A.) units with a spare cylinder and 
face pieces. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
Staff is recommending the submission of the FY 2005 Assistance to Firefighters Grant to the 
Department of Homeland Security for funding in the amount of $220,167.  The Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant will support the replacement of fifty-three self-contained breathing apparatus 
(S.C.B.A.) units including face piece and one spare cylinder. This grant request will also support 
the purchase of an additional thirty-one face pieces; this will allow each department member that 
uses a S.C.B.A unit to have their own face piece. The estimated breakdown of project costs is as 
follows: 
 
47 units (30 minute S.C.B.A.s with face piece and spare cylinder) @ 47 X $4,443 = $208,821 
6 units (60minute S.C.B.A.s with face piece and spare cylinder to replace units used on 
hazardous materials response vehicle) @ 6 X $5,064 = $30,384 
31       (additional face pieces to allow each department member that to have their own face 

piece) @ 31 X $175 = $5,425 
 
The grand total of estimated personal protective equipment costs is $244,630 of which the 
Village is required to provide $24,463 (10% of total project costs) as the match component. If 
this grant is awarded, the purchase transaction will occur in FY2006/07 because notification of 
grant award takes approximately one year from date of submittal.  This purchase is expected to 
be funded from account (001.722.0000.5831). 
 
The purpose of the Assistance to Firefighters Grant program is to award one year grants directly 
to fire departments to enhance their abilities with respect to fire and fire-related hazards.  This 
program seeks to support departments that lack the tools and resources necessary to protect the 
health and safety of the public and their firefighting personnel with respect to fire and all other 
hazards they may face.   
 
Staff is recommending replacement of all S.C.B.A units.  These units are ten years old; extended 
age and regular use have taken a toll on our current units.  Advances made in technology over 
the last ten years have significantly improved S.C.B.A design and function over earlier models.  
Moreover, these units are no longer in compliance with National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) 2002 standards.  The Village’s S.C.B.A. units do not have a RIC Universal Coupling or 
Heads Up Display (HUD) indicators for remaining air supply.  Both of these devices are required 
to be in compliance with the current NFPA standard.  In a mayday situation, the RIC Universal 
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Coupling will allow our firefighters to exchange air supply with other firefighters no matter 
which S.C.B.A brand they are using.  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
A: Resolution 
B: Grant Application 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends Village Council authorization for the submittal of the 2005 Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant application to the Department of Homeland Secur ity to purchase self-
contained breathing apparatus (S.C.B.A.) units with a spare cylinder and face pieces. 
 
REQUESTED COURSE OF ACTION: 
Place this item on the April 5, 2005 Village Council Active Agenda for approval. 



RESOLUTION NO._____            
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMITTAL OF GRANT APPLICATION TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY FOR THE 

 FY 2005 ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT 

 

 WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove, an Illinois municipal corporation, has completed 

Department of Homeland Security  FY2005 Assistance to Firefighters Grant application form for financial 

assistance for the purchase of  self-contained breathing apparatus (S.C.B.A.) units with a spare cylinder, 

and face pieces; and 

 WHEREAS, the Village Council has reviewed said grant application and agreement conditions, 

and has authorized the filing of said application with the Department of Homeland Security. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County, Illinois, 

as follows: 

1. That the Village of Downers Grove submit the Department of Homeland Security 

FY2005 Assistance to Firefighters Grant for the purchase of  S.C.B.A. units with a spare cylinder, and  

face pieces to the Department of Homeland Security. 

2.   That the Village of Downers Grove agrees to the conditions and requirements listed in the 

grant application. 

 3. That this resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as provided 

by law. 
       ___________________________ 
         Mayor    

 
Passed: 
 
Attest:   ___________________________                                                          
   Village Clerk 
 
 
























