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MANAGER’S MEMO ITEM 
 
 

ITEM: Heritage Festival Tent Vendor 
WORKSHOP DATE: April 26, 2005 
PREPARED BY: Mary Scalzetti, Director Tourism and Events 

BID AMOUNT: $31,558 ACCOUNT: 108.863.0000.5481 
BUDGET AMOUNT: $27,800   

 

PURPOSE: Agreement for the 2005 Heritage Festival Tents, Tables and Chairs 
contract.  The Tourism and Events Commission has selected Braun Event 
and Tent Chicago Party Rental as the Tent company for the festival and is 
seeking approval from council. 
 

  
 
BACKGROUND: 

At their meeting on March 24, 2005, the Tourism and Events Commission unanimously 
recommended the services of Braun/Chicago Party Rental as the tent vendor for the 2005 
Heritage Festival.   

 
Three responses were received through the RFP process for a tent, table and chair rental 

vendor for the 2005 Heritage Festival.  Responses were received from Braun/Chicago Party 
Rental bidding $31,558, Stritzel Awning bidding $44,612 and Indestructo bidding $22,396.  
Stritzel Awning wasn’t selected because they were the high bid.  Indestructo was the low bidder.  
Staff checked on several references that were supplied through the company.  Although most 
were complimentary to the company, they also advised us that the event s were considerably 
smaller than Heritage Festival, with most utilizing approximately32 tents or less for the entire 
event.  Also, most of the events took place within a parking lot or in a field, where set up time 
wasn’t a factor.   

 
The Tourism and Events Commission would like to utilize Indestructo for a smaller event 

and see how they operate and the service level they provide.  However, Heritage Festival has 
over 100 tents that are erected throughout the event. The time frame for set up is minimal, so the 
Commission felt Braun /Chicago Party Rental was the better choice.  As our event is in the 
downtown area, we utilize water barrels for the tent set up, which is more time consuming versus 
staking the tents (with the exception of the Beer Garden Tent).  It is imperative that the set up run 
smoothly.   The festival area has to open on time, for vendor to set up through the night and to be 
ready for a 10 am Friday morning opening of the festival.  

   
Of the estimated total tent rental cost of, $31,558,  $6000 is anticipated to be recovered 

from vendors as tent rentals for their booth space.  That would bring our obligation down to 
$25,558, which would keep the cost within our budget.   
 

As plans for the layout of the street fair booths have not been finalized, the quantity of 
tents or other related items may vary slightly.   
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ATTACHMENTS: 
Equipment Rental List 
Price quote sheet from RFP’s received 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff strongly concurs with the Tourism and Events Commission as to the use of Braun/ 
Chicago Party Rental and recommends approval of the agreement.  
 
REQUESTED COURSE OF ACTION: 

• Place this item on the next Council Meeting agenda for approval  
 










