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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM 
 

ITEM: Ballydoyle Sidewalk Café License Agreement    
DATE:  May 15, 2004 
PREPARED BY: Carol Conforti, Liaison to the Liquor Commission 
PURPOSE: To authorize a license agreement between the Village of Downers Grove and 

Ballydoyle, LLC d/b/a Ballydoyle Irish Pub & Restaurant for a Sidewalk Cafe  
 

DISCUSSION: 
 
Ballydoyle Irish Pub & Restaurant, located at 5157 Main Street, has made application to the Village for a 
Sidewalk Café.   The Café will be approximately 11’ x 95’ and shall be enclosed by removable iron fencing.  
They are requesting permission to sell/serve food and alcoholic beverages on Village-owned property.    
 
Ballydoyle currently has a lease agreement with the owner of the property (The Downers Grove, LLC) to 
utilize a portion of the 5’ x 142’ walkway directly adjacent to the building for the Café.   However, they are 
seeking the use of an additional 6’ x 95’ area of Village-owned property commonly known as the CBD 
Parking Deck Pedestrian Walkway. 
   
Along with the application for Sidewalk Café, a draft resolution and draft license agreement along with the 
proposed layout, operation plan and miscellaneous materials are attached hereto for your review and 
consideration. 
 
As you know, Ballydoyle must obtain permission from the Village Council for use of the public property.   
Pursuant to Section 19-49 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code, terms, conditions and guidelines are set 
forth that an establishment must follow in order to operate a Sidewalk Café on Village-owned property.  The 
decision to grant or deny this event is within the discretion of the Village Council.   There are issues that 
Council must take into consideration when considering the issuance of a Sidewalk Cafe license, including but 
not limited to, the impact on surrounding properties, impact of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, safety concerns 
and its operation.   
 
After reviewing this application, these are items that the Council will need to determine: 
 
Inspection/Permits -No permit shall be required for temporary fencing, however, it is recommended that 
Code Services/Fire Prevention and Public Works conduct an inspection in order to ensure that the position of 
the fencing does not encroach any further than approved in the license agreement and that the fencing has 
adequate emergency exits.  Occupancy limits will need to be determined and fire/life safety codes should be 
reviewed to ensure that the health, safety and welfare of the public is protected.    
Cooking/food service -Food service will be required up until 1 hour prior to close - which is consistent with 
liquor licensing requirements.  However, no food may be prepared in the outdoor area. 
Consumption of alcohol - Ballydoyle has been operating a restaurant serving alcohol since October 31, 2003, 
so far, without major incident.  They intend to apply their existing liquor policies, guidelines and procedures to 
the Sidewalk Café.  Allowing liquor service will be contingent upon a positive recommendation by the Liquor 
Commission and subsequent approval by the Mayor/Liquor Commissioner.  The Licensee must obtain a 
license for outdoor liquor service, however, the Liquor Commission has not reviewed their application.  This 
matter is tentatively set for the June 3rd Liquor Commission meeting, depending upon Council’s approval for 
use of the area.  It was felt that the Council should consider this matter first, as use of the public property for 
the Café is critical.  Typically, the Liquor Commission will recommend that the area be enclosed and that steps 
be taken to prevent alcohol from being passed over/through fencing.  No direct access (other than emergency 
exits only) is available to this area.  The applicant has indicated that patrons will need to go through the 
licensed establishment to be seated in the dining area and staff will be monitoring the area at all times.   
Pedestrian Traffic -Impact may be minimal as this area shall be utilized as an ingress/egress to the parking 
deck for pedestrians.  It must be determined if the operation of the Café would conflict with any established 
construction or improvement schedules, or if it may interfere with any future access needed for ingress/egress 
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for deck activities.   Based on the application, they intend on operating the Café mid-June through October.  It 
should be noted that closure or removal of the fencing surrounding the Café may be necessary- specifically 
during an emergency or community events - including, but not limited to, Heritage Festival. 
Entertainment/Music playing –No live entertainment will be provided, however, it shall be up to the Village 
Council to determine if amplified or reproduced music/sound shall be prohibited or restricted pursuant to 
Section 19-49(c)(4).   
Cleanup/Maintenance  – The Operation Plan indicates that cleanup will be done prior to the opening of the 
Café on a daily basis.  The Council may wish to discuss how cleanup will affect the area of the pedestrian 
walkway  (i.e. wastewater runoff, overnight vermin, etc.).  As you are aware, major improvements (brick 
pavers, lighting and planter installation) are being installed in the entire area.  It must be realized that the useful 
life of the improvements may be affected by this request and that restoration and maintenance issues and/or the 
arrangement of repairs should be discussed.   
Cost - The Village Council shall determine the Licensee’s fees or rentals of the Village-owned property. 
 
For your information, Village departments have reviewed the materials contained herein and have provided 
their comments on the 2004 Sidewalk Café License Agreement Process Sheet (attached).   
   
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
Resolution Authorizing Execution of a Sidewalk Café License Agreement  
Draft License Agreement   
Sidewalk Café License Application (w/attachments) 
Outdoor Liquor Sales Application (w/attachments) 
Village Easement Agreement for improvements  
Section 19-49 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code 
2004 Sidewalk Café License Agreement Process Sheet 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is requested that the Council consider this matter at their workshop meeting of March 25, 2004.      
 
cc: Riccardo Ginex, Village Manager 
 Howard Hoffman - Fire Prevention 
 Chief Porter, DGPD 
 Chief Ruscetti, DGFD 
 Joe Skach, Planning & Development 
 Dorin Fera, Traffic Supervisor - Public Works  
 Brian Parks/Mike Millette/Dave Barber, Public Works 
 Don Rosenthal, Code Services 
 Enza Petrarca, Village Attorney  
 Downers Grove Liquor Commission 
 
1\mw\Agenda04.itm\BallydoyleCafe  

 
 






















































































