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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM 
 
 

ITEM: 2004 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program  
DATE: 3/23/04 
PREPARED BY: Phil Ruscetti, Chief of the Fire Department & Susan Brassfield, Grants 

Coordinator 
PURPOSE: Request waiver of one-week waiting period for resolution authorizing 

submittal of grant application to the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security.  

BID AMOUNT: N/A ACCOUNT: 001.722.0000.5831 
BUDGET AMOUNT 

FY04/05: 
$53,122 ESTIMATED 

GRANT 
REVENUE: 

$47,810 (90% of total 
estimated expenses) 

 
 

DISCUSSION: 
Staff is recommending the submission of the 2004 Assistance to Firefighters Grants Program to 
the US Department of Homeland Security for funding in the amount of $53,122. The Assistance 
to Firefighters Grant will support the purchase of a breathing air compressor.  A stipulation of 
the grant requires a local match of 10% of the total project/program cost.  The total estimated 
cost of the compressor is $53,122 of which the Village is required to provide $5,312 as the 
match. The Village share will be funded from account 001.722.0000.5831 in 2004-05 budget 
year.  
 
The Village of Downers Grove Fire Department is requesting funding to support the replacement 
of its ten-year old air compressor/cascade system.  The current system is used to fill the 
department’s Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) bottles with safe breathing air for the 
firefighters to breathe while in smoky or toxic environments.  Our compressor is used to fill 
cylinders on a daily basis; each cylinder must be filled after each use.  This means a cylinder 
must be filled after an actual fire or hazmat call, or even after a training drill. This system also 
provides air to numerous cylinders that are used for special rescue tools and equipment.  
Cylinders must also be topped off when their pressure drops below 45,000 psi.  Loss of pressure 
can be caused by a number of things such as the morning equipment check or a change in the 
ambient temperature.  The compressor is also responsible for filling the Squad 1 cascade system.  
This system transports breathable air to every fire or incident that requires the use of SCBA.  
Under this capacity, it is used to assist our neighboring fire departments and the MABAS 
(Mutual Aid Box Alarm System) Division’s 16 departments.  In the event the State declares an 
emergency, Squad 1 must be readily available to respond anywhere within the State.  The 
Squad’s capabilities to fill SCBA cylinders are tremendously important.  If deployed to a State 
response, it must be able to operate for minimum of 10 days on its own.   
 
Over the past few years, the department has experienced numerous operational and maintenance 
problems with its current compressor. The compressor has exceeded its useful service life and of 
late, we have only been able to extend its service life by means of temporary band-aid repairs. 
Two years ago the Village incurred a costly repair of $9,475 when the block assembly was 
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replaced on the compressor.  Most recently, a manufacture representative repairman informed us 
that a $2,000.00 repair estimate could not be guaranteed.  The $2,000 repair was only a 
temporary solution until a long-term remedy could be found. These problems have been costly 
and have adversely affected our day-to-day operation.  This was quite evident when the Village’s 
Fire Department had to utilize a neighboring fire department’s compressor to fill our SCBA 
cylinders because our compressor was inoperable. 
 
The age and the level of use have taken a toll on this critical and essential piece of machinery.  
Due to advances in technology and better me tals used in the block assembly, our current 
compressor is now viewed as obsolete.  Therefore, as part of the auspices of this grant, the 
Village seeks grant funds to protect the health and safety of the public and their firefighting 
personnel with respect to fire and all other hazards they may face. 
 

   
ATTACHMENT:  
Attachment 1: Resolution 
Attachment 2: Grant application 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Place this matter on the March 23rd Workshop for Council consideration.  Staff further 
recommends that the Village Council consider waiving the one-week waiting period in order to 
meet grant deadline requirements. The approval of this grant application by resolution is 
recommended and a copy of the resolution is attached for your review.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.             
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMITTAL OF GRANT APPLICATION TO THE 
 US DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY FOR 

2004 ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT PROGRAM  

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove, an Illinois municipal corporation, has developed grant 

application 2004 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program for funding in the total amount of $47,810 for the 

support of an air compressor; and 

WHEREAS, the Village Council has reviewed said grant application and agreement conditions, and 

has authorized the filing of said application with the US Department of Homeland Security.  

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County, Illinois, as 

follows: 

1. That the Village of Downers Grove submit the 2004Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program 

application of the Village of Downers Grove in the amount of $47,810 for the support of an air compressor to 

the US Department of Homeland Security.  

2. That the Village of Downers Grove agrees to the conditions and requirements listed in the 

grant application. 

3. That this resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as provided by 

law. 

 
                                                            

   
          Mayor 

 
Passed: 
 
Attest:                                                             

  Village Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
































