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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM 
 
 

ITEM: MAIN STREET PEDESTRIAN ACCESS          
PROJECT #17-03 

DATE: February 25, 2004 
PREPARED BY: David H. Barber, P.E. -- Director of Public Works 

Michael D. Millette, P.E. – Assistant Director of Public Works 
Brian Parks, Senior Staff Engineer - Public Works 

PURPOSE: To award bid and authorize execution of a contract for Main Street 
Pedestrian Access, Project #17-03 

BASE BID AMOUNT: $223,283.00 ACCOUNT: 107.541.0000.5805 
BUDGET AMOUNT: $215,000.00   

 
DISCUSSION: 
As part of the development plan for the new Parking Deck Facility, a streetscape area 
including pavers, planter beds, ornamental street lighting, and entry monument off of 
Main Street is proposed for the existing alleyway located between the new Ballydoyle 
Irish Pub Restaurant and the 5207 Main Street Office Building property.  Sealed bids for 
the streetscape were opened on Monday, February 23, 2004 at 10:00 a.m. at the Public 
Works Facility.  Three (3) bids were received. 
 
Landscape Resources submitted an incomplete, and, therefore, unresponsive bid by not 
acknowledging or including the second of two addendums thereby disqualifying them 
from the bid opening.  Kovilic Construction also submitted an incomplete and 
unresponsive bid by not acknowledging or including the additional material required by 
the second of two addendums, thereby disqualifying them.  The remaining contractor, 
Martam Construction, submitted the only proposal in conformance with all the bid 
requirements including both the first and second issued addenda. The total base bid 
amount submitted by Martam Construction is listed below: 
 
 CONTRACTOR    BASE BID AMOUNT 

Martam Construction, Inc.   $223,283.00 
Elgin, IL 

 
This bid amount is approximately nine percent (9%) more than the Engineer’s Estimate 
of $204,269.00.  See attached bid Tabulation.  
 
The base bid includes actual 6”x 12” brick border and 24”x 24”concrete paver set on a 
mortar setting bed as used in the past CBD Redevelopment Phases.  
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As part of the contract, four (4) alternates were included for different pavement designs 
for the finished walking surface of the proposed alleyway. 
   

o Alternate #1 includes a stamped colored 6”x 12” concrete brick pattern to 
match the color and size of the existing pavers in the downtown streetscape 
and a 24”x 24” concrete paver set on a mortar setting bed. 

   
o Alternate #2 includes an actual 6”x 12” brick border set on a mortar setting 

bed and a stamped colored 24”x 24” concrete paver pattern to match the 
color and size of the existing concrete pavers in the downtown streetscape. 

 
o Alternate # 3 includes a stamped colored 6” x 12” concrete brick pattern and a 

stamped colored 24”x 24” concrete paver pattern to match the color and size 
of the existing pavers in the downtown streetscape. 

  
o Alternate #4 includes adding 1,120 SF of actual 6”x 12” brick border and 

4,785 SF of 24”x 24”concrete pavers set on a mortar setting bed as used in 
the CBD Redevelopment to the base bid quantity amount.   
This additional paving area will be installed at the new Parking Facility access 
drive at Curtiss Street. 

 
The costs for the mentioned Alternates would change the contract amount to: 
 

o Alternate #1:($222,556.00)-Stamped colored 6”x 12” concrete brick pattern 
and a 24”x24” concrete paver set on a mortar setting bed. 

 
o Alternate #2: ($230,739.00) - Actual 6”x 12” brick border set on a mortar 

setting bed and a stamped colored 24”x 24” concrete paver pattern. 
 

o Alternate #3: ($217,056.00) - Stamped colored 6” x 12” concrete brick pattern 
and a stamped colored 24”x 24” concrete paver pattern. 

 
o Alternate #4: ($296,719.00) - Adding 1,120 SF of actual 6”x 12” brick border 

and 4,785SF of 24”x 24”concrete pavers set on a mortar setting bed. 
  
Over the last five years the Village of Downers Grove had negotiated contracts with 
Martam for the construction of the Central Business District (CBD) Redevelopment 
Phases 1 through 4.  This work included complete infrastructure replacement with 
enhanced streetscape elements that helped make Downers Grove a nationally 
recognized community by the American Public Works Association (APWA) for the best 
project in their specified category. 
 
Martam has shown to be a conscientious Contractor in the past by being sensitive to 
downtown businesses.  They have also provided a quality finished product and 
completed their projects on time.  Several surrounding communities have negotiated 
contracts with Martam for their own streetscape projects with positive comments.   
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Their references include, but are not limited to the City of Wheaton, the Village of 
LaGrange, and the City of Elmhurst 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
A bid tabulation with alternates. 
A complete contract with Proposal and Bid Bond 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

o Although Alternate #3 is $6,227.00 less than the Base Bid amount, it is Staff’s 
opinion that a brick paved Pedestrian Access would be easier to maintain 
than stamped concrete.  Brick pavers can be removed and replaced with 
relative ease.  Where as stamped concrete could pop or spall over it’s life 
span and would require complete removal of a particular section that could in 
turn be difficult to match the color of the existing pavement surface. 

 
o Although Martam is not the low bidder, they are, per the contract, the only 

responsive and responsible bidder.  Staff recommends placing award and 
authorize execution of the contract documents for the Main Street Pedestrian 
Access Base Bid to Martam Construction in the amount of $223,283.00 plus a 
10 percent contingency of $22,328.30 on the March 9, 2004 Workshop 
Agenda.   

 
 
 
Funding for this project was planned for in the TIF and accounted for in Fund 
107.541.0000.5805 
 
 
































