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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM 
 

ITEM: PLAN COMMISSION FILE NO. 11-04 – Request for approval of proposed 
amendments to Chapter 28, Zoning Ordinance, Article XV, Signs. 

DATE: July 20, 2004 
PREPARED BY: Joseph Skach, AIA, AICP, NCARB 

Director, Department of Planning and Community Development 
PURPOSE: Consideration of the Plan Commission’s recommendation to approve the subject 

petition  
 

DISCUSSION: 
The Village, acting as petitioner, is requesting approval of amendments to Chapter 28, Zoning Ordinance, 
Article XV, Signs.  In review, the Village Council established a moratorium on signage at their meeting 
on May 18, 2004.  The moratorium was set to last for a period of three (3) months to enable staff, with 
input from the Strategic Planning Committee and Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA), to review and refine 
Village sign regulations. 
 
The Joint Strategic Planning Committee along with members of the ZBA met on June 22, and June 28, 
2004, to discuss the proposed comprehensive revision to sign regulations.  These meetings were open and 
attended by community business members as well.  Due to the number and complexity of issues to 
address, there was discussion and concurrence at the June 28, 2004 meeting to recommend more 
immediate refinements limited to the existing sign regulations in Article XV while continuing to work on 
more complex issues and broad revisions to the code in the future in focused committee work.  These 
more immediate limited but focused refinements to the existing sign code are the basis of this petition. 
 
Subsequently, at their July 12, 2004 meeting, the Plan Commission reviewed and discussed these more 
immediate refinements to the current sign regulations discussed by the Strategic Planning Committee.  
The Plan Commission considered the request, after addit ional input from business and other community 
members, and recommended the Village Council approve the proposed amendments subject to certain 
revisions as delineated in the attached Staff Report and Draft Ordinance.  The following areas summarize 
Plan Commission recommended refinements to the proposed code language amendments reviewed on 
July 12, 2004: 
 

Exposed Neon Signs 
Due to concerns regarding potential unintended consequences of regulating such signs on the 
interior of establishments without further consideration, and after much discussion, the Plan 
Commission recommended that the immediate changes, regarding exposed neon should 
specifically address only exterior exposed neon type signs at this time, leaving further required 
discussion regarding interior neon signs.  The recommended ordinance language states that 
exterior signs containing exposed gas tubing including but not limited to Argon and Neon would 
be prohibited (Section 28.1502(e)(4)).  Also recommended is a one-year amortization period 
(Section 28.1204(d)) from the approval of the ordinance. 
 
Temporary Signs 
The Plan Commission felt that the definition for Temporary Signs (Section 28.201; Sign, Temporary) 
needed further clarification and distinction regarding its location noting that a temporary sign is an 
exterior sign thus distinctly distinguishing it from what is known as a Window Sign per code.  Window 
Signs are distinctly interior signs as defined per code (Section 28.201; Sign, Window).  Also discussed for 
clarification was the non-permanent nature of materials that would be considered temporary signs such as 
vinyl, plastic, and other similar materials. 
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Exemption from permit required [Flags] 
The Plan Commission discussed the proliferation and possible misuse or overuse of the American Flag by 
using it as a sign and felt that it was important to address this issue in these more immediate amendments.  
The Plan Commission added to Section 28.1516, (n), Flags, flags of any country, state or unit of local 
government shall be permitted.  No more than three (3) flags per business may be displayed properly per 
federal guidelines. 

 
The balance of the proposed amendments to the existing code were recommended for approval as presented 
including additions to prohibited sign types such as roof signs, inf latable signs, off site/off premises signs termed 
“advertising signs” per current code, vehicles used as permanent signs, searchlights, as well as the use of 
pennants.  Also, additional strength was given to clear sight zones (or ”vision safety” triangles within which signs 
cannot be located) by cross-referencing current code language (Section 28.1102; Corner Lots).  Finally, 
enforcement of existing regulations was also recommended. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  

1. Draft amendments to Chapter 28, Zoning Ordinance, Article XV, Signs 
2. Staff Report with attachments dated July 12, 2004 (includes draft comprehensive sign code 

revision) 
3. Draft Minutes of Plan Commission Public Hearing dated July 12, 2004   

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Village Council place consideration of the request on an active agenda for August 3, 2004. 
 
C:   Enza Petrarca, Village Attorney 
 Beth Clark, Village Prosecutor 
       Don Rosenthal, Director Code Services 

Don Scheidler, Chief Building Inspector 
Lori Sommers, Strategic Planner 
 

 
 






















































































































































































