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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM 
 

ITEM: An Ordinance Amending Certain Alcoholic Liquor Provisions and License 
Requirements 

DATE: February 17, 2004 
PREPARED BY: Carol Conforti, Liaison to the Liquor Commission 
PURPOSE: Adopt an Ordinance Amending Certain Liquor Provisions 

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Attached find an ordinance amending provisions of the Liquor Code and certain license classification 
requirements.  Over the course of the past few months, the Liquor Commission has addressed the 60-40% 
food v. alcohol requirement, fines to servers and “bring your own booze” (BYOB) issues.   
 
The Commission discussed and reviewed the 60-40% food v. alcohol split requirements, and, after much 
discussion, came to the following consensus:  

*eliminate the 60-40% food v. alcohol split requirement  
 *require licensees to provide a full menu until 10:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday, and until 11:00 p.m. on 
Fridays & Saturdays.  After such times, a reduced menu including appetizers, sandwiches, hors d’oeuvres 
must be available.  Menus shall be on the table, presented to customers or posted in a manner so they are 
easily readable. 
 *a full menu and/or a  reduced menu will continue to be required up until 1 hour prior to close   
 *continue to limit bar seating to 20% of the entire dining seating 
 
It shall be noted that existing licensees holding other than a Class “R”, R-1” or “D-4” license will remain 
“grandfathered” as they did prior to the adoption of the 60-40% food v. alcohol split requirement.  It is hoped 
that elimination of the 60-40% requirement will help retain current licensees and attract new businesses to the 
Village while maintaining the integrity of the Liquor Code without being overly-restrictive. 
  
The Commission also discussed raising fines issued to servers involved in the Village’s control buy or “sting” 
operation (Section 1-16).  It is proposed that the fine issued directly to those employees selling/delivering to 
the underage agent be raised from $75.00 to $200.00.  The establishment will continue to be fined, suspended 
and required to pay administrative costs to cover the disciplinary hearing.  This change is being proposed to 
place more responsibility on the server involved in the sale.  Licensees have indicated their support for this 
increase.    
 
In addition, the Commission discussed the removal of an existing restriction in which licensed establishments 
are not allowed to permit customers to bring in their own alcohol.  So long as the licensee maintains control 
of the alcohol, the proposed ordinance would allow this change.  (This was in response to a request from a 
license holder who frequently is asked by customers if they can bring in a “special” bottle of wine/champagne 
for a celebration.)  It should be noted that each licensee could choose whether or not to allow this type of 
activity in their establishment.  The ordinance is currently written to expressly prohibit patrons from bringing 
their own alcohol into any establishment - both licensed and unlicensed.  Please note that amendments to the 
existing BYOB (bring your own booze) restrictions for unlicensed establishments were rejected by the 
Commission.  It was determined that there are no means for holding an unlicensed establishment responsible 
for overservice or, on a more serious matter, serving minors.  Other factors contributed to the rejection, such 
as, there being no requirement for liquor liability insurance coverage, no requirement for landlord 
approval/acknowledgement that liquor is being served on their premises and, especially, no requirement for 
food service - which is a main component of the Liquor Control Ordinance.  The Liquor Commission may 
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revisit this item in the event a proposal is presented that would address the concerns that the Commission and 
staff have about this type of activity. 
 
At their meeting of February 5, 2004, the Liquor Commission unanimously recommended approval of the 
amendments and that the ordinance be submitted to the Village Council for consideration. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
An Ordinance Amending Certain Alcoholic Liquor Provisions and License Requirements  
Downers Grove Chamber of Commerce Support Letter 
Liquor Commission Minutes of: August 7, 2004; September 4, 2004; October 2, 2003; December 4; 2003; 
January 8, 2004 & February 5, 2004  
Miscellaneous background material 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is requested that the Village Council consider this matter at their Workshop meeting of February 24, 2004 
and place this item on the Active Agenda for approval on March 2, 2004. 
 
 
cc: Enza Petrarca, Village Attorney 
 Ann Marie Perez, Staff Attorney 
 Downers Grove Liquor Commission 
 Downers Grove Chamber of Commerce 
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