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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM 
 
 

ITEM: File #18-03 
DATE: January 28, 2004 
PREPARED BY: Dorin Fera, Traffic Manager 
PURPOSE: Sidewalk Matrix Update 

 
BACKGROUND: 
Since 1990, the Village of Downers Grove has maintained a Sidewalk Priority Matrix.  The 
Village’s Sidewalk Matrix is used to determine the priority of sidewalk installation, and is a 
useful tool of the Village Council in completing its long-term objective of installing sidewalk on 
at least one side of every street within the Village.  The purpose of this report is to approve and 
note minor adjustments, deletions, and additions of street segments that have taken place over the 
course of the last year.  A revised Sidewalk Priority Matrix is attached. 
 
REVISIONS: 
In recent years, sidewalk that has been near or at the top of the sidewalk Matrix have had the 
appearance of being somewhat dormant, primarily due to higher cost and design constraints.  
Recent activity suggests that this may no longer be the case, as progress can be seen in nearly all 
of the Village’s higher priority sidewalk segments.  The following two segments were completed 
by DuPage County, as part of major road work recently completed along Main Street. 
 
 Main Street, 300’ north of 63rd – Matrix Priority 2, point value 67; 
 
 Main Street, between 63rd and Carol – Matrix Priority 2, point value 63. 
 
Now completed, these segments have been removed from the Sidewalk Priority Matrix.  It has 
been several years since sidewalk higher than a priority 3 has been accomplished, and only two 
now remain.  Prior to removal, the Parking and Traffic Commission may recall that these 
segments were listed as #2 and #4 out of 158 segments considered. 
 
Ogden Avenue has always been the Village’s highest priority, and is ranked as a priority 1 
sidewalk segment.  The other higher priority sidewalk is Gilbert Avenue, between Jacqueline and 
Cornell, and is ranked as a priority 2 sidewalk. For both sidewalk segments, the Village is 
currently in application for Surface Transportation Program (STP) funding through the DuPage 
Mayors and Managers Conference.  If either application is approved, construction has been 
projected to occur over the two years of 2005 and 2006. 
 
Last year, the Village was unsuccessful in securing funds for Gilbert Avenue through the 
Congestion Mitigation Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ).  Staff is optimistic that 
funds may be obtained for Ogden Avenue as the two neighboring communities of the Village of 
Westmont and the Village of Lisle have both recently and successfully applied for sidewalk 
funds for their portions of Ogden Avenue. 
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Last year, Staff recommended five segments totaling nearly two miles for this year’s Sidewalk 
Construction Program.  Due to extreme budgetary considerations, funding was not approved for 
sidewalk construction as part of the 2003-2004 fiscal year budget.  However, because significant 
savings became available out of the 2003 Roadway Construction Project, the Village pursued the 
sidewalk segment construction of Carpenter Street, between 63rd and 67th Street. 
 
Because this project is now underway and shortly about to be completed, Staff has removed 
Carpenter Street from the sidewalk priority matrix. 
 
 Carpenter Street, between 63rd & 67th – Matrix Priority 3, point value 55 
 
Including Carpenter, a total of three segments were removed from the Village’s Sidewalk 
Priority Matrix list. 
 
COMMISSIONER WENDT MADE A RECOMMNEDATION TO THE VILLAGE 
COUNCIL TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING STREETS, IN ORDER AND IF 
FUNDING WAS AVILABLE, TO BE CONSIDERED FOR SIDEWALK 
CONSTRUCTION:  EARLSTON ROAD (BETWEEN 39TH AND OGDEN); 40TH STREET 
(BETWEEN EARLSTON AND FAIRVIEW); GLENDENNING (BETWEEN 39TH AND 
OGDEN); AND IF FUNDING WAS STILL AVAILABLE, JANES AVENUE (BETWEEN 
HOBSON AND 63RD) AND CHASE AVENUE (BETWEEN HOBSON AND 63RD). 
 
COMMISSIONER STAPLETON SECONDED THE MOTION. 
 
Roll call:  AYE:  Messrs:  Carlquist, Stapleton, Thurston, Wendt,  
         Yeksigian, Chairman Johnson 
   NAY:   None 
 
Motion carried:  6:0 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Recommendation of Parking and Traffic Commission – December 5, 2003. 
 
November 12, 2003 Minutes of the Parking and Traffic Commission, File #18-03 discussed on 
pages 13 through 14. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Place this item on the Workshop Agenda for February 10, 2004 for Council review and 
consideration. 
 
 






















