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MANAGER’S MEMO ITEM 
 
 

ITEM: Prairie State Games Community Sponsorship 
WORKSHOP DATE: December 14, 2004 
PREPARED BY: Mary Scalzetti 

BID AMOUNT: $ 20,000 ACCOUNT:  
BUDGET AMOUNT: $ 0   

 

PURPOSE: A discussion to evaluate the feasibility of a $20,000 Community 
Sponsorship of the Prairie State Games to be held June 24 – 27th, 2005.  
 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Prairie State Games, in their 22nd year, are a statewide amateur athletic sports festival, held 
annually in Illinois.  They are an Olympic style competition.  The mission of the Prairie State 
Games is to provide Illinois citizens with a place for positive personal development through sport 
competition.   
 
This year the games are being hosted by Bensenville, IL.  The host community is working with 
the DuPage Convention and Visitors Bureau to ensure that DuPage County and its municipalities 
are the primary economic beneficiaries of the event.   
 
Several venues within Downers Grove will be the site of competition; both Downers Grove 
North and South High Schools and the Downers Grove Recreational Center.  These sites will be 
used for badminton, volleyball, tennis, and basketball competition.  The Prairie State Games is 
seeking a community Sponsorship of $20,000 to help cover the cost of the games.   
 
DISCUSSION OF ALTERNATIVES : 
Active involvement in the Games would provided a positive public relations benefit for Downers 
Grove.  The organizers are utilizing several sites in Downers Grove for competition, and it is 
expected that our hotels will be occupied by competitors and their families, as they would most 
likely prefer to remain close to their competition site.  Staff could also work with restaurants 
within the area and offer specials to competitors and their families, keeping more spending 
within Downers Grove.   
 
Heritage Festival will be held during the same weekend as the Prairie State Games.  Prior to and 
during competition, it is doubtful that many of the participants would attend the Festival. 
However, after the competition has ended, many families may want to take in the festival as a 
closing celebration.  Staff would ensure that promotional materials make participants aware of 
the Heritage Festival attractions.  
 
Representatives of the Prairie State Games will be in attendance during the Workshop meeting to 
discuss the event and answer questions.   
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BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 
BID AMOUNT: $20,000 ACCOUNT:  

BUDGET AMOUNT: $ 0   
The Village was not aware of this request at the time the budget was adopted, and as such, no 
funds have been allocated.  Assuming that Council desires that the Village participate as a 
sponsor, staff will attempt to solicit corporate sponsorship support for the Prairie State Games, 
possibly in conjunction with sponsorship of Heritage Festival.   Whatever is not collected in the 
form of sponsorship would have to be provided for by General Fund revenues.   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Sponsorship levels and benefits of Prairie State Games 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council consider participation in the Prairie State Games 
as a Community Sponsor, given the potential economic and public relations benefits for Downers 
Grove.     
 
REQUESTED COURSE OF ACTION: 
If the Council endorses the Village’s participation as a Community Sponsor, place as a Motion 
on the December 21, 2004 Consent Agenda. 
 






























