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MANAGER’S MEMO ITEM 
 
 

ITEM: 2004 Local Law Enforcement Block Grants Program 
WORKSHOP DATE: 12/14/2004 
PREPARED BY: Deputy Chief Pam Church and Susan Brassfield, Grants Coordinator 

BID AMOUNT: $ N.A. ACCOUNT: 530.624.0000.5836 
BUDGET AMOUNT: $29,500   

 

PURPOSE: This grant application is presented to Council for submission approval to 
the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority to help defray the cost 
of a police replacement vehicle. 
 

 
BACKGROUND: 
This year the Village of Downer Grove did not qualify for direct Local Law Enforcement Block 
Grant (LLEBG) federal funding from the Office of Justice Programs. Direct federal funding is 
based on local jurisdiction’s three-year Uniform Crime Report (UCR) Part I Violent Crime 
statistics additionally; direct LLEBG awards must also meet a minimum $10,000 threshold.  In 
federal fiscal year 2003, Congress appropriated $260 million for LLEBG.  In federal fiscal year 
2004, only $115 million was appropriated.  With this year’s loss of $145 million in LLEBG 
funding, many award amounts have fallen below the $10,000 minimum required for a direct 
award and the Village of Downers Grove fell under this category. 
 
Because the Village of Downers Grove did not qualify for direct LLEBG funding, the Village is 
now eligible to apply for LLEBG funding through the Illinois Criminal Justice Information 
Authority.  The State of Illinois was awarded $979,081 in LLEBG federal funding of which a 
minimum of 75% of the funds will be available for units of local government with populations 
less than 25,000 and a maximum of 25% of the funds will be available for those with populations 
of 25,000 or greater. LLEBG funds are made available to State agencies to distribute to local law 
enforcement agencies for crime reduction and safety efforts.  Under the auspices of this grant 
program, an applicant can only apply for the following equipment categories: 
 
New/replacement law enforcement vehicles 
Mobile Data Computers 
Radios (Portable or vehicle) 
In-car video Systems  
 
The maximum grant request through this program is 90% of total cost not to exceed $20,000 in 
federal funding.  A stipulation of the LLEBG program requires that the local government 
recipient contribute (in the form of a cash match) a minimum of 10% of the total program cost.  
Even though this grant is made available through a State Agency, these are federal funds and the 
Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority serves as a pass-through agency. The total 
program cost consists of the Federal award amount and the cash match. Additionally, federal 
funds cannot be used to supplant local funds.  They must increase the amount of funds that 
would be available otherwise from State and local sources.   
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Staff is recommending that this grant submission be used to support the replacement of a law 
enforcement vehicle.  Based on a recent purchase of a DUI vehicle, staff estimates replacement 
vehicle costs of $29,500 which include essential equipment such as siren, strobes, talon LED 
lights, and radio console. Therefore, since the maximum federal funding threshold is $20,000 the 
Village match component to support the costs of a vehicle is $9,500. 
 
DISCUSSION OF ALTERNATIVES : 
 
Alternative A:  Use grant funds to purchase mobile data computers, in-car video systems, or 
radios instead of a vehicle. 
 
Advantages:  Staff can not determine any advantages; we have come to the conclusion that there 
are no advantages other than purchasing a vehicle. The following disadvantages support this 
statement: 
 
Disadvantages:  The Police Department currently needs only six radios to support their 
equipment replacement program.  The cost of each radio is approximately $900.00. If we only 
need to replace six radios, the Village’s total costs would only be $5,400. In essence, the Village 
has the opportunity to apply for $20,000 in federal funding but our grant request would only be 
for $4,500 in federal funding. Moreover, we have sufficient funds in our current fiscal year 
budget to support the purchase of six radios and we don’t need any more than six radios.  
 
The Police Department uses their DUI Technology revenue account (funds obtained through 
DUI arrests) for DUI related equipment.  The Village is actively seeking RFP’s to purchase five 
in-car video systems with DUI Technology funds.  Since DUI Technology funds can only be 
used to purchase DUI related equipment, staff is making the best use of available funds by 
utilizing DUI funds for their intended use rather than using federal funds that could be utilized 
for multi-purposes.  Moreover, the Village was awarded a Mini-Grant Alcohol Enforcement 
(MAP) grant, and this grant supports the purchase of one in-car video system. 
 
The Police Department currently doesn’t need any mobile data computers.  In 2001, the Village 
was awarded a federal grant in the amount of $235,142 to purchase thirty (30) laptop computers 
for police vehicles. 
      
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

A. Resolution 
B. Grant Application 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Submittal of grant application FY2004 Local Law Enforcement Block Grants Program for 
federal funding of $20,000 to support a replacement vehicle for the Police Department. 
 
REQUESTED COURSE OF ACTION: 
Place this item on the December 21, 2004 Village Council Active Agenda for approval.  
 




























