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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM 
 

ITEM: An Ordinance Amending Provisions for Not-for-Profit Clubs and Gambling on 
Liquor Licensed Premises 

DATE: August 9, 2004 
PREPARED BY: Carol Conforti, Liaison to the Liquor Commission 
PURPOSE: Adopt an Ordinance Amending Gambling Provisions for Premises License to 

Sell Liquor 
 

DISCUSSION: 
 
At their meeting of August 5, 2004, the Downers Grove Liquor Commission recommended that 
the Council consider amending certain provisions concerning the types of activities that may be 
conducted upon premises licensed to sell liquor.  
 
Presently, Section 3-33(a) prohibits gambling upon liquor licensed premises, even though, 
pursuant to Section 15-13, bingo/pull tabs/jar games and charitable games are allowed when 
conducted by not- for-profit organizations in compliance with the Illinois Bingo and License and 
Tax Act and/or Illinois Charitable Games Act.   
 
Over the years, however, due to this loophole, fraternal organizations have been conducting bingo 
upon their premises.   This ordinance proposes to allow Class “C” liquor license holders (VFW, 
Downers Grove Moose & American Legion) to continue to conduct bingo/pull tabs/jar games on 
their premises.  These not- for-profit organizations, in turn, will provide proof that they hold a 
valid license from the State to conduct these activities.  These organizations utilize and rely upon 
the revenue generated from bingo/pull tabs/jar games for their various philanthropic activities and 
to prohibit this revenue stream would be detrimental to the continued operation of the clubs.     
 
The Liquor Commission also recommended that Council consider amending this ordinance to 
allow liquor licensed establishments the ability to “host” a casino night on their premises so long 
as the “co-host” is a not- for-profit organization holding a charitable games license from the State.  
The licensee and not- for-profit organization will be required to apply for a Special Event Liquor 
License for the event, as the event is not in the realm of the normal day to day operation of the 
establishment.   Each licensee/not- for-profit organization shall be limited to three special events 
per year.  Casino nights will be limited to one 24-hour consecutive period with liquor being 
available only within Downers Grove prescribed liquor sales hours.  Alcohol sales shall not be 
allowed for any casino night conducted upon unlicensed premises.  Gambling will remain 
prohibited unless conducted in accordance with State law. 
 
Finally, upon reviewing the Special Event Liquor License provisions, a cost center analysis was 
completed and an amendment is proposed which will increase the fees for obtaining a Special 
Event Liquor License.   
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
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Liquor Commission Minutes of July 8, 2004 and August 5, 2004  
 
Staff Attorney memo concerning gambling and history of ordinance (July 8, 2004) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is requested that the Village Council consider this matter at their Workshop meeting of August 
24, 2004. 
 
 
cc: Enza Petrarca, Village Attorney 
 Barbara Wysocki, Downers Grove Chamber of Commerce 
 Downers Grove Liquor Commission     1\mw\agenda-04.itm \Gambling-liq 






















































































