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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: Purchase of Wheel Loader
DATE: September 15, 2003
PREPARED BY: Stan Balicki, Support Services Manager
PURPOSE: Authorize Purchase

BID AMOUNT: $97,923.00 ACCOUNTS: 530.335.0000.5836
BUDGET AMOUNT: $116,534.00

DISCUSSION:
The Fleet Replacement Plan adopted by the Village Council on June 17, 2003 includes
replacement of one of the Public Works Department’s three wheel loaders.  The three machines
in Public Works are used to load plow trucks with over 4,000 tons (8,000,000 pounds) of salt
each winter and are an important part of the Village’s snow removal program.  Wheel loaders are
especially useful for plowing cul-de-sacs, for example.  In regular daily service, these units load
trucks with stone and other construction materials.  Public Works typically uses over 2,500 tons
(5,000,000 pounds) of stone each year in its maintenance operations.  The new unit will also be
able to use existing Village-owned attachments such as a snow plow, snow blower and pallet
forks.

Requests for Proposals (RFPs) were sent to six (6) Chicago-area equipment dealers August 22,
2003.  The equipment dealers represent manufacturers such as Caterpillar, John Deere, Case,
Volvo, Komatsu and JCB.  An advertisement of the RFP was also published.  Three proposals
were received by the due date of September 4, 2003 with pricing results as follows:

Patten Industries,
Inc.

McAllister
Equipment Co.

West Side Tractor
Sales

Make/Model
Proposed

Caterpillar 938G
Series II

Volvo L90E John Deere 624J

Unit Price $113,923.00 $115,300.00 $120,900.00
Trade-In Allowance
1987 Michigan L90

($20,000.00) ($15,500.00) ($16,500.00)

Options Bid Separately:
High Lift
Arrangement
(Recommended)

$4,000.00 Not Available $2,600.00

5.0 Yd. Light Material
Bucket (Not
Recommended)

$6,400.00 $6,210.00 $7,100.00

60” Pallet Forks (Not
Recommended)

$3,500.00 $2,500.00 $6,100.00

Bid Price (Including
Trade-In Allowance
and High Lift)

$97,923.00 $99,800.00 $107,000
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A review of the proposals indicates that the Caterpillar 938G is the lowest priced unit that meets
the Village’s specifications.  Public Works staff is interested in adding the high lift arrangement
considering the favorable pricing.  The high lift arrangement adds about one and a half feet to the
maximum dump height of the loader.  This capability improves the loader’s clearance and allows
it to load into a wider variety of trucks.  The Public Works snow supervisors determined that the
light material bucket and the pallet forks were not necessary.

ATTACHMENT:
1) Bid Forms for Patten Industries, McAllister Equipment and West Side Tractor Sales
2) Wheel loader information

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the Village Council consider awarding a purchase to Patten
Industries, Inc. for one Caterpillar 938G Series II wheel loader as specified in the amount
of $97,923.00.










