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MANAGER'S MEMO ITEM

ITEM: Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program
DATE: 3/12/03
PREPARED BY: Phil Ruscetti, Chief of Fire Department & Susan Brassfield, Grants

Coordinator
PURPOSE: Place on the agenda for resolution authorizing submittal of grant

application to the Federal Emergency Management Agency
BID AMOUNT: N/A ACCOUNT: 530.960.0000.5836

BUDGET AMOUNT: $375,000 ESTIMATED
GRANT

REVENUE:

$337,500 (90% of total
estimated expenses)

DISCUSSION:
Staff is recommending the submission of the Assistance to Firefighters Grants Program to the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for funding in the amount of $337,500. The
Assistance to Firefighters Grant will support a firefighting vehicle.  A stipulation of the FEMA
grant requires a local match of 10% of the total project/program cost.  The total estimated cost of
the vehicle is $375,000 of which the Village is required to provide $37,500 as the match. The
Village share will be funded from account 530.960.0000.5836 in 2003-04 budget year.

The Village of Downers Grove Fire Department is requesting funding to support the replacement
of its 1989 Ford/E-One-engine.  This engine has close to 100,000 miles on it and has severe
frame problems caused by general wear and winter salt.  The cab of the engine is obsolete; Ford
no longer produces it.  The total grant funding requested is $337,500.  This funding will support
the acquisition of a new triple-combination pumper.  This pumper will have a 1250 GPM pump
with a 500-gallon tank.  It will hold a minimum of 1000 feet of 5-inch hose,  1000 feet of 3-inch
hose, (2) 1¾ inch pre-connects and (1) 2 1/2 pre-connect.  It will carry a 28-foot combination
ladder, a 14-foot roof ladder, and a folding attic ladder.

Funding of this project will provide relief to our aging infrastructure.  Two of our three front line
engines are 1995 Pierce Saber engines; both of which have over 80,000 miles on them.  Our one
and only reserve engine is quickly becoming a safety concern and may have to be retired sooner
than we can afford to buy a replacement. Once replaced, we will move the new engine to the
front line and move one of the 1995 Pierce engines into reserve.

The Village was successful in receiving $10,008 in grant funding as part of the 2002 Assistance
to Firefighter Grant Program to support the expansion of the Fire Department’s website. This
year we are submitting an application to purchase a vehicle because pursuant to grant guidelines,
the agency will give higher competitive rating to departments that have an aged fleet of
firefighting vehicles, and departments that wish to replace or relegate to reserve status an old,
high-mileage vehicle.  Due to the competitive nature of this program, priority levels have been
established by the agency.  Listed under “Priority One Suburban” for the vehicle acquisition
category is a pumper.  Therefore, staff feels that for this round of  FEMA grants a firefighting
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vehicle, specifically a pumper, would receive a better score this year than if we had submitted the
same application last year.

ATTACHMENT:
Attachment 1: Resolution
Attachment 2: Grant application

RECOMMENDATION:
The approval of this grant application by resolution is recommended and a copy of the resolution
is attached for your review.



RESOLUTION NO.           

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMITTAL OF GRANT APPLICATION TO THE FEDERAL
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY FOR

 2003 ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove, an Illinois municipal corporation, has developed grant

application 2003 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program for funding in the total amount of $337,500.00 for

the support of a pumper; and

WHEREAS, the Village Council has reviewed said grant application and agreement conditions, and

has authorized the filing of said application with the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County, Illinois, as

follows:

1. That the Village of Downers Grove submit the 2003 Assistance to Firefighters Grant

Program application of the Village of Downers Grove for a pumper to the Federal Emergency Management

Agency.

2. That the Village of Downers Grove agrees to the conditions and requirements listed in the

grant agreement.

3. That this resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as provided by

law.

                                                           
 

 Mayor

Passed:

Attest:                                                           
  Village Clerk


























