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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: A Resolution Establishing a Procedure to be Followed in the Vacation of
Streets, Alleys and Public Rights-of-Way

DATE: June 11, 2003
PREPARED BY: Enza Petrarca, Village Attorney
PURPOSE: To Establish a Procedure to be Followed in the Vacation of Streets, Alleys

and Public Rights-of-Ways

DISCUSSION:

As you know, on February 4, 2003, the Village Council adopted a resolution imposing a
moratorium on the vacation of streets, alleys and public rights-of-way.  The Council asked staff
to review and update the current policy.  Specifically, the Council requested that staff explore the
topic of compensation to be paid to the Village for the vacation of public property.  After
reviewing the policy it was determined that the policy was outdated, and that it did not accurately
reflect the actual procedures in place.  Therefore, staff revised the entire policy to clarify and
outline the procedures that must be followed.  The policy describes what items need to be
included in a petition for the vacation of public property.  The policy also sets forth the
requirements that need to be included in the staff report submitted to the Plan Commission.   The
new policy adds a provision that the petition be submitted to the Village Traffic Engineer in
order to determine the potential future need for the parcel, the potential increased traffic
associated with the vacation, and an estimate of the future costs to the Village associated with the
vacation.  The Traffic Engineer’s recommendation is to be included in the staff report.  Once the
staff report is completed, it will be forwarded to the Plan Commission, along with the petition,
for consideration.

After the Plan Commission conducts a public hearing regarding the vacation, but prior to the
petition being considered by the Village Council, the petitioner will be required to submit an
appraisal by a certified appraiser or a reasonable assessment of the current market value of the
parcel.  If the Village disputes the initial appraisal submitted, it does have the option to obtain a
second appraisal at its expense.  If there happens to be a discrepancy between the first two
appraisals, the petitioner will have the option of getting a third appraisal.  Once the appraisal is
received, the Council shall consider the petition.  The Council shall determine whether the public
interest will be served by such vacation, whether any easements shall be retained, and the
amount of compensation, if any, to be required as a condition of the vacation.

ATTACHMENT:

A Resolution Establishing a Procedure to be followed in the Vacation of Streets, Alleys and
Public Rights-of-Way

RECOMMENDATION:
Place on June 24, 2003 Workshop Agenda
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