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MANAGER'S MEMO ITEM

ITEM: Grant application: Conservation 2000 to the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources

DATE: January 29, 2003
PREPARED BY: Mike Baker, Assistant to the Village Manager & Susan Brassfield, Grants

Coordinator
PURPOSE: Place on the agenda for the resolution authorizing submittal of grant

application to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources
BID AMOUNT: N/A ACCOUNT: 220.343.0000.5430

BUDGET AMOUNT: Estimated Grant Revenue
$10,000

Maintenance
Costs over a 5-

year period
(One-year grant
funding  spans 2

fiscal years)

$102,570 (Of which grant
expenses total: $20,550)

TOTAL ANNUAL ESTIMATED PROJECT MAINTENANCE COSTS :

FY02/03     FY03/04     FY04/05    FY05/06    FY06/07

Estimated Project Maintenance Costs: $20,514      $20,514      $20,514       $20,514     $20,514

Expenses Charged to Grant:   0        $4,600   $15,950 0     0  

Estimated Grant Revenue:   $10,000

DISCUSSION:
Staff is recommending the submission of a grant application to the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources Conservation 2000 Funding Program for financial support in the amount of $10,000.
The Conservation Foundation recommends that projects should have matching funds of at least
50% of the project costs. The Conservation 2000 Grant will support Lacey Creek Restoration
Management and Stewardship Activities, a project designed to preserve and enhance the overall
stream corridor and wetland restoration of Lacey Creek.

The Village received $140,000 in County funding for the initial construction of this project.  The
grant agreement between the Village and County stipulates that the Village must adhere to a
five-year monitoring and maintenance program of Lacey Creek. This five-year program has an
estimated annual total cost of $20,514, yielding a total estimated cost of  $102,570.  This grant
will help to reduce the cost of this maintenance program. After the initial five-year period,
maintenance costs will be minimal, basically mowing costs that will be the responsibility of the
Orchard Brook Home Association.  The Village share of the one-year grant proposal will be
funded from account (220.343.0000.5430) spanning the 2003/2004 and 2004/2005 budget years.
The Village is actively working with the Orchard Brook Home Association to identify alternative
funding sources for the remaining years of the maintenance program.
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Lacey Creek Restoration Management and Stewardship Activities is a comprehensive project
that consists of invasive weed management, enhancement planting of native plants, mow
management, and burn management, of a 4,770 foot corridor of stream bank. The primary goals
and objectives of the Lacey Creek wetlands and stream corridor restoration project are:

§ Restoration and maintenance of the ecological health of the stream system through the
incorporation of a variety of stabilization and restoration measures designed to reduce
problems associated with both point and non-point source pollution.

§ Enhancement of water quality.

§ Reduction of the hydrologic effects of surface water runoff.

§ Re-vegetation of wet and mesic prairie and woodland habitat in the ambient lands
surrounding the ponds.

§ Restoration of the biological diversity to the aquatic and adjacent terrestrial resources
including restored fish spawning habitat.

§ Providing important public education and interpretive opportunities that communicate the
multiple benefits of watershed preservation and restoration.

The success of the wetland restoration and habitat improvement project will be evaluated
annually.  Monitoring protocol will include a site walkover of the wetland mitigation area to
assess the general site conditions.  Vegetation will be sampled via site inventories and along
permanent vegetation transect lines, as well as a general inventory of observed wildlife within
the perimeter of the enhanced wetland habitat.  This information will be used to evaluate the
success of the wetland mitigation effort with respect to native hydrophytic species establishment
and diversity.  It is anticipated that oversight of the wetland mitigation/enhancement activities
will initially be done twice monthly in order to identify remedial actions required during the first
growing season.

The tangible improvements of this overall project will include better water quality in the steam
corridor, reduction of erosion, and improved wildlife habitat.  Equally important, the project will
serve as a demonstration to educate the community of the importance of a healthy watershed.

ATTACHMENT:
Attachment 1: Resolution
Attachment 2: Grant application

RECOMMENDATION:
The approval of this grant application by resolution is recommended and a copy of the resolution
is attached for your review.



RESOLUTION NO.           

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMITTAL OF GRANT APPLICATION TO THE
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove, an Illinois municipal corporation has developed a grant

application Conservation 2000 for funding in the total amount of $10,000.00 to support Lacey Creek

Restoration Management and Stewardship Activities; and

WHEREAS, the Village Council has reviewed said grant application and authorized the filing of said

application with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Council of the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage

County, Illinois, as follows:

1. That the Village of Downers Grove submit the Conservation 2000 Grant applic ation of the

Village of Downers Grove in the amount of $10,000.00 to support Lacey Creek Restoration Management and

Stewardship Activities to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.

2. That this resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as provided by

law.

                                                           
 

 Mayor

Passed:

Attest:                                                           
  Village Clerk




















