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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: Vulnerability Assessment/Emergency Operating  Plan (VA/EOP)-
-Water Division-Department of Public Works

DATE: August 20, 2003
PREPARED BY: John J. Bajor Jr., Director of Public Works
PURPOSE: The VA is a necessary study which must be placed on file with the EPA

before the end of the current year (December 31, 2003).  The EOP is
developed from the VA and is due to be filed by June 30, 2004 with the
EPA.

PROPOSAL
AMOUNT:

$ 32,776.00 ACCOUNT: 481.393.0000.5806

BUDGET AMOUNT: $ 40,000.00

DISCUSSION:
Staff has secured proposals from six (6) professional engineering firms in response to our recent
request for proposals to hire a professional consultant in order to satisfy the requirements of The
Bioterrorism Act (HB 3448).  HB 3448 requires Community Water Supplies to conduct self
assessments relative to the vulnerability of their particular Public Water Supply Systems and to
finally develop an Emergency Operating Plan responding to the findings of the completed
Vulnerability Assessment.

Staff reviewed all six (6) proposals as received and interviewed the two proposals that were
selected as most responsible and responsive relative to the terms of the Request for Proposals.

For the final recommendation, staff felt it paramount to personally meet the respective firm
representatives and to discuss crucial elements necessary for completion of an acceptable
VA/EOP.

The finalists were asked to describe their particular experience base in completion of similar
projects for other Community Water Supplies and to cite those references.  They were asked to
describe the professional capabilities of the dedicated project team who would be working with
Downers Grove Water Division Staff to accurately prepare the VA/EOP and to discuss the
succinct time allotment for the completion of the project in consideration of our deadlines.  It
was stressed that the engineer(s) so assigned must be certified in Sandia Risk Assessment
Methodology for Water Techniques (an IEPA-recognized methodology).  Following this
interview, staff discussed the attributes of both candidates and selected Burns & McDonnell, Inc.
of Oakbrook for our recommendation to Council.

It must be stressed that the low proposal was $28,500.00, but following the interviews, staff feels
strongly that the selected firm, Burns & McDonnell, Inc. better meets the intent of the RFP.



2

ATTACHMENT:

The schedule of respondents to the RFP and a copy of the proposal is attached.

RECOMMENDATION:

Having checked all references of municipalities who have contracted with the selected firm,
staff recommends that the Village Council consider awarding the project to Burns &
McDonnell, Inc. of Oakbrook in the amount of $ 32,766.00.
































































