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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: Zoning Commission Recommendation regarding text amendment case
2003-01, a request to amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow businesses in
the B-3 Zoning District to display merchandise outdoors on a permanent
basis if such displays are approved as a special use; Heartland Industries,
Inc., Petitioner.

DATE: April 1, 2003
PREPARED BY: Amanda G. Browne, Planner

Department of Planning Services
PURPOSE: To consider approval of the text amendments as proposed.

DISCUSSION:
As outlined in the attached staff report, the petitioner in this case, Heartland Industries, Inc., sells
items such as storage buildings, gazebos and playsets, and they desire an outdoor area for the
permanent display of their finished products.  Under the current terms of the Zoning Ordinance,
the outdoor display of merchandise can be authorized as a special use in the B-3 District, but
such outdoor displays are limited only to the normal business hours of the operation.  The nature
of the items which Heartland sells precludes them from bringing the merchandise indoors on a
nightly basis.   The petitioner is therefore proposing to amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow
businesses in the B-3 District to be able to request the permanent outdoor display of merchandise
as a special use.

At their February 20, 2003 meeting, the Zoning Commission unanimously forwarded a positive
recommendation to the Village Council in favor of the proposed text amendments requested in
this case.   The Commission did recommend the inclusion of one additional provision regarding
the conditions of use for this type of special use.  After considerable discussion, the Commission
recommended that language be included to reflect that petitioners requesting this type of special
use should be required to prove that adequate on-site parking is available based upon the nature
of the items being displayed for sale as well as the size of the outdoor display area.  Please note
that the Commission’s proposal is not intended to require additional parking based upon the size
of the outdoor display area.   The proposed language as recommended by the Zoning
Commission is reflected in the meeting minutes, as well as in the Draft Ordinance prepared by
the Legal Department.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Correspondence from Chairman of the Zoning Commission, Lawrence Musielak
2. Staff Report, dated February 14, 2003
3. Draft Minutes of Zoning Commission public hearing, with two attachments, dated

February 20, 2003
4. Draft Ordinance prepared by Legal Department

RECOMMENDATION:
To place an Ordinance approving the requested text amendments on an Active Agenda, as
recommended by the Zoning Commission.












































