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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: Plan Commission Recommendations regarding Flag Lots
DATE: September 17, 2002
PREPARED BY: Kenneth J. Rathje, Director; Amanda Browne, Planner

Department of Planning Services
PURPOSE: To forward the Plan Commission’s recommendations regarding flag lots

for consideration by the Council.

DISCUSSION:
As requested by the Council, the Plan Commission has conducted a series of public discussions
regarding flag lots, and the Commission’s recommendations were presented to the Council at the
workshop meeting on August 27, 2002.

As a matter of background information, the Council enacted a six-month moratorium regarding
flag lot proposals on April 2, 2002 (Ordinance Number 4394), and asked the Plan Commission to
consider revisions to the provisions regulating flag lots.  The Plan Commission conducted three
public discussions regarding this issue, and by a vote of 4:3 (with two members absent), the Plan
Commission recommended that the Council lift the moratorium regarding flag lots, and continue
to allow this type of land division with the following changes to the requirements of the
Subdivision Control Ordinance: 1) that the minimum lot size of the parent parcel being
considered to be divided into a flag lot should be 100 feet wide by 400 feet deep, and that the
parent parcel must be a lot of record as of the date of the amendment to the Ordinance; 2) that the
current setback requirements should remain the same; and 3) that landscaping screening should
be required on the two resulting lots to screen them from each other.

Attached is a draft Ordinance for the Council’s consideration, which reflects the changes to the
Subdivision Control Ordinance as recommended by the Plan Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. DRAFT “Ordinance Amending Flag Lot Provisions”

RECOMMENDATION:
Planning Staff recommends that this item be placed on an active agenda prior to the expiration of
the Council’s moratorium regarding flag lot proposals, which expires on October 9, 2002.






