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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: Grant application:  Assistance to Firefighters Grants Program
DATE: 03/06/2002
PREPARED BY: Marsha Giesler, Fire Department & Susan Brassfield, Grants Coordinator
PURPOSE: Request waiver of one-week waiting period for resolution authorizing

submittal of grant application to Federal Emergency Management
Agency.

DISCUSSION:
Staff is recommending the submission of the Assistance to Firefighters Grants Program to the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for funding in the amount of $10,008. The
Assistance to Firefighters Grant will support a Fire Prevention Program.  A stipulation of the
FEMA grant requires a local match of 10% of the total project/program cost.  The total estimated
program cost for the Fire Prevention Program is $11,119 of which the Village is required to
provide $1,111 as the match. The Village share will be funded from accounts
(001.700.0000.5121 and 001.711.0000.5219) in 2002-03 budget year.  The majority of life cycle
costs will be borne in the first year of implementation.  Staff feels that anticipated annual costs
will be minimal to maintain this program and will be reflective as part of the department’s annual
operating expenses.

The Village of Downers Grove Fire Department is requesting funding to support expansion of its
current website.  The goal of the project is to expand the Fire Department’s current website page
to allow it to be more interactive and to have the capability to reach a broader population base
that will extend beyond the boundaries of our own community.  To achieve our goal it will
require implementation of an educational program that will be structured to focus on all age
groups and demographics.

Funding of this project will allow the Village of Downers Grove Fire Department to:

• Provide teachers in our community with lesson plans from Learn Not to Burn, Risk Watch
information, tests, quizzes, activities, and helpful teaching hints to augment our current safety
program.

• Provide safety tips, information on current trends in fire safety and injury prevention
including product recalls, information collected from national and local sources in public
education, and frequent interviews with our firefighters and paramedics regarding their
concerns for our community’s health and safety.

• Develop health and safety information specific to the needs of Senior citizens such as fire
safety and EMS.

• Feature a safety section entitled, “Safety is a Family Affair” that will promote and feature
local families participating in such acts as testing smoke detectors, planning an escape route,
performing home inspections, etc.
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• Feature an article entitled “Meet your Firefighters”. Each month we will produce a full-page
article featuring one of our firefighters with information about his/her job and safety tips.
Each firefighter will be asked which of the six pillars of character (trustworthiness, respect,
responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship) is most important to him/her and explain why.

• Feature a monthly column entitled “Ask the Chief”. Village residents and business owners
will be invited to ask questions about departmental procedures, safety, and concerns.

Even though the FEMA grant will support firefighting vehicles and equipment, staff has opted to
submit an application for funding to support a Fire Prevention Program.  The rationale behind
our decision to forego a request for a vehicle or equipment was based on the grant’s program
priorities. The grant program seeks to provide support to those fire departments that require basic
firefighting equipment to bring their department up to the applicable minimum operational level
as required by statute.  As stated within the grant program guidelines, “We will give a higher
competitive rating in the apparatus category to fire departments that own few or no firefighting
vehicles of the type they are seeking to purchase with grant funds.  We will also give higher
competitive rating to departments that have an aging firefighting fleet, and departments that wish
to replace an old, high-mileage vehicle.” Based on grant guidelines and information provided at a
grant training session, staff feels that if the Village of Downers Grove submits a grant to this
program requesting a vehicle or firefighting equipment, it would receive an extremely low
priority score and most likely the grant wouldn’t be funded.  Therefore, staff  re-prioritized their
needs and decided to apply for support of a Fire Prevention Program.

The on-line grant application became available on 3/1/2002 with the stipulation that the grant
application must be submitted to the Federal Emergency Management Agency by 4/1/2002.
Therefore, staff requests permission of an expedited grant review with approval by resolution on
the same night as Workshop.

Staff is exploring other areas where possibly other governmental and non-governmental agencies
can support the Fire Department.

ATTACHMENT:
Attachment 1: Resolution
Attachment 2: Grant application

RECOMMENDATION:
The approval of this grant application by resolution is recommended and a copy of the resolution
is attached for your review.  Staff further recommends that the Village Council consider waiving
the one-week waiting period to permit timely filing of a 4/1/2002 grant application deadline to
the Federal Emergency Management Agency.



RESOLUTION NO.            

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMITTAL OF GRANT  APPLICATION TO THE
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA)

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove, an Illinois municipal corporation, has developed grant

application Assistance to Firefighters Grants Program for funding in the total amount of $10,008.00 for a

Fire Prevention Program; and

WHEREAS, the Village Council has reviewed said grant application and authorized the filing of

said application with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County, Illinois,

as follows:

1. That the Village of Downers Grove submit the Assistance to Firefighters Grants Program

of the Village of Downers Grove in the amount of $10,008.00 for a Fire Prevention Program to the

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

2. That this resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as provided

by law.

                                                             
 

 Mayor

Passed:

Attest:                                                            
  Village Clerk




























