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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: Ordinance to conduct an interim census in newly annexed areas
DATE: February 18, 2002
PREPARED BY: John J. Bajor, Jr., Director of Public Works

Jane Gerdes, Asst. Dir. of Public Works, Engineering
PURPOSE: To increase the Village’s allotment of Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) monies

DISCUSSION:

Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) monies are collected by the State of Illinois and distributed to
municipalities based on population. The monies must be used for labor or materials associated
with the maintenance of streets. As the Village has recently annexed a sizeable area near Main
and 63rd (Downers Grove Estates), we are able to document the population of the annexed area
and request additional MFT funds. Currently, the Village receives $27.80 per resident per year in
MFT funds. With approximately 250 single family homes in the newly annexed area, this
translates into approximately $25,000 per year in increased funds.

Engineering Division has contacted the Village’s MFT engineer at the Illinois Department of
Transportation to determine requirements of the census. The requirements are very simple. The
Village Council must pass an Ordinance to perform the interim census. The Council authorizes
the Village Manager to assign staff to conduct the census. Staff then knocks on the doors of the
newly annexed residences and asks how many persons live at the home. (Staff must inquire in
person at each home—a mailed/written survey/response is not acceptable.) The number is
recorded for each home, and the total number for the area is certified by the Village Clerk. The
information is forwarded to the State of Illinois for increased funding.

The only costs associated with this interim census are modest overtime for staff to knock on
doors on a weekend and postage for letters to the new residents informing them of the timeframe
and purpose of the interim census.

Public Works wishes to credit Deputy Village Manager Dave Van Vooren with the idea to
perform this interim census.

ATTACHMENT:

Ordinance for Municipal Census and Exhibit A

RECOMMENDATION:

Place on Workshop Agenda of March 12, 2002 for adoption on March 19, 2002 in order to
authorize staff to conduct a census of the area noted on the exhibit for the purpose of increasing
the Village’s allotment of Motor Fuel Tax monies.
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