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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: An Ordinance Amending Outdoor Liquor Sales Provisions
DATE: June 18, 2002
PREPARED BY: Carol Conforti, Liaison to the Liquor Commission
PURPOSE: To adopt an ordinance amending provisions of the Liquor Control Ordinance

concerning outdoor sales

DISCUSSION:

Section 3-30 of the Liquor Control Ordinance governs liquor sales for outdoor areas.  In addition, Section 19-
49 governs sidewalk cafés and their operation on public property.  Alcohol sales are allowed in Sidewalk
cafes if the establishment holds a valid liquor license and is found qualified by the Local Liquor
Commissioner to serve liquor outdoors.  Sidewalk Café licensees are also subject to additional conditions and
regulations set forth in a Sidewalk Café License Agreement which is approved by the Village Council on a
case-by-case basis.   Recently, it has come staff’s attention that certain provisions of Section 3-30 of the
Liquor Control Ordinance can potentially create an unduly burdensome requirement. Specifically, Section 3-
30(4) requires that access to the outdoor area is through the licensed premises, and no direct entrance to or exit
from such area is available other than emergency exits.

As it may be difficult, if not impossible, for a licensee to construct an access door to a front café area, staff is
recommending the proposed amendment.  This amendment would ease restrictions for licensees that request
the ability to have direct ingress/egress to an outdoor dining area that is adjacent to or located in the rear of an
establishment.   As a method of control, means of ingress/egress to the sidewalk café can be set forth in the
license agreement on a case-by-case basis.  In the case of general outdoor sales, the Downers Grove Liquor
Commission shall review applications and plans and make a recommendation to the Local Liquor
Commissioner setting forth guidelines for approval of outdoor liquor sales.

To date, one Sidewalk Café License has been issued which allows liquor sales for Founders Hill Brewing
Company.  Founders Hill does not meet the requirements of Section 3-30, as the entrance and/or exit to the
café is not through the licensed establishment.

At their meeting of June 6, 2002, the Downers Grove Liquor Commission addressed this matter.  After
considerable discussion, the group voted 3:2 in favor of an amendment to Section 3-30 which would add
some flexibility to the ordinance for direct access to outdoor seating areas.

For your information, I have attached a summary of outdoor sales regulations for surrounding communities.

ATTACHMENT:

JUNE 6, 2002 LIQUOR COMMISSION MINUTES (RE:  OUTDOOR SALES DISCUSISON)

Surrounding Community Outdoor Sales Regulations

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING OUTDOOR LIQUOR SALES

RECOMMENDATION:

It is requested that the Village Council consider this matter at their Workshop meeting of June 25, 2002.

cc: Downers Grove Liquor Commission
Enza Petrarca, Acting Village Attorney
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