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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: Grant application:  FY2002 Local Law Enforcement Block Grants
Program

DATE: 06/13/2002
PREPARED BY: Susan Brassfield, Grants Coordinator and Kurt Bluder, Deputy Chief
PURPOSE: Place on the agenda for resolution authorizing submittal of grant

application to the Bureau of Justice Assistance.

DISCUSSION:
The Bureau of Justice Assistance makes these funds available to local governments for the
purpose of reducing crime and improving public safety.  These funds may be used to support one
or more of the following purpose areas:

• Hiring, training, and employing on a continuing basis new, additional law enforcement
officers and necessary support personnel.

• Paying overtime to currently employed law enforcement officers, and necessary support
personnel to increase the number of hours worked by such personnel.

• Procuring equipment, technology, and other material directly related to basic law
enforcement functions.

A stipulation of the Local Law Enforcement grant requires that the local government recipient
contribute (in the form of a cash match) 10% of the total program cost.  The total program cost
consists of the Federal award amount and the cash match. Additionally, federal funds cannot be
used to supplant State or local funds.  They must increase the amount of funds that would be
available otherwise from State and local sources.

Staff is recommending the submission of the application FY 2002 Local Law Enforcement Block
Grants Program to the Bureau of Justice Assistance. This year in order to obtain funding through
this program the Village will need to engage in a Disparate Process.  By statute, a potential
disparate situation exists when one municipality’s eligible funding amount is greater than 200
percent or multiple municipalities’ eligible funding amounts are greater than 400 percent of the
funding amount for the County to which they reside.  The eligible award amount for DuPage
County is $17,338. The Village of Downers Grove has been certified as a 400% disparate
jurisdiction by the State Attorney General with an eligible award amount of $13,253. The other
jurisdictions within DuPage County listed as disparate are: Addison ($12,890), Bensenville
($12,164), Carol Stream ($14,251), Lombard ($10,983), Woodridge ($10,893) and Naperville
($18,427).  In order for the Village to complete the application we must reach an agreement as to
whether we will share funds and in what proportion with County. If it is determined that our
eligible award of $13,253 must be shared with County, the jurisdictions listed as disparate must
concur with County’s decision.  If a jurisdiction contests County’s decision and an agreement
cannot be reached, none of the jurisdictions involved in this particular disparate situation may
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apply for funding.  Staff has e-mailed Robert Schillerstrom of the County Board to initiate
negotiation and this was followed by conversations with Nancy Hoffman, Office of State’s
Attorney, DuPage County. The Village needs to complete all negotiations and have County
approval by July 17, 2002.

If the submitted grant application is approved by the Bureau of Justice Assistance, the Police
Department desires to purchase a bar coding system with grant funds.  A recent quote from HTE,
Inc. that included application software, hardware and training totaled $13,781.00.  The annual
maintenance cost is estimated at $1,669.46 and will be reflective as part of the department’s
annual operating expenses. As part of the grant program requirements, the Police Department
will need to form an advisory board.  The board will be designated to make nonbinding
recommendations for the proposed use of funds received under this program. The Village match
will be funded from 001.636.0000.5735.  If grant funded dollars are significantly less as a result
of County negotiations, the Police Department will re-evaluate the purchase of a bar coding
system to an item more reflective to the level of federal grant support.

We are exploring other areas where possibly other governmental and non-governmental agencies
can support the Police Department.

ATTACHMENT:
Attachment 1: Resolution
Attachment 2: Grant application

RECOMMENDATION:
The approval of this grant application by resolution is recommended and a copy of the resolution
is attached for your review.




















