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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: Installation of Emergency Generator at Fire Station Five
DATE: June 18, 2002
PREPARED BY: Michael Baker, Assistant to the Village Manager

Dann Fitzpatrick, Building Services Manager
PURPOSE: Award Bid for Generator Installation to Alternate Power, Inc.

BID AMOUNT:   $33,191.15 ACCOUNT: 220.521.0000.5430.001
BUDGET AMOUNT: $136,100.00  (transfer $33,191.15 to Acct: 220.521.5831.705)

DISCUSSION:
In 2001, Fire Station 5 was renovated and the administrative functions were transferred into that
facility.  It currently houses the Fire Chief and Deputy Chiefs’ offices as well as the administrative
support staff.   The generator currently at Station 5, however, only has the capacity to operate the
overhead doors.  All of the other electrically run systems, including the computers, lighting and
telephones are not supported by it.  With the installation of the proposed generator, the entire station
would remain in operation in the event of a power failure.  This would ensure that the Fire
Department could continue to deliver an uninterrupted level of service and allow the leadership to
effectively coordinate the duties of the department in the event of an emergency.

The following bids were received for the installation of the Station 5 generator:

Bidder Bid Amount 
1. Alternate Power, Inc. $33,191.15
2. Therm Flo Inc. $41,780.00
3. Pro Electric Generators $45,299.00
4. Fulton Contracting $45,525.00
5. K&B Electric $51,730.00

Pro Electric is a Downers Grove-based company, but their bid exceeded the acceptable range for
rejecting the lowest bidder in favor of a local vendor.

Funding for this project has not been budgeted in FY2002-03.  $43,000 for fire station generator
upgrades was budgeted and went unspent in FY2001-02, but the funds were not carried forward
into the current fiscal year budget.  It is proposed that funds budgeted for the Village Hall generator
upgrade project be transferred in order to cover the purchase and installation of the Station 5
generator. Staff has concluded that it is more critical to provide a permanent full-service generator
in the fire station administrative headquarters and recommends that the Village Hall generator
project be deferred until at least next year.  The Village Hall does have a series of smaller
generators with the capacity to power the building’s critical resources, such as computer networks
and backup systems, exit and emergency lights, and outlets in the computer/GIS area. The building
could be powered with a temporary generator in the event of a long-term power failure.

ATTACHMENT:
Bid documents received from Alternate Power, Inc.

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends the approval of the bid submitted by Alternate power, Inc. in the amount of
$33,191.15 and the transfer of that amount from account #220.521.0000.5430.001 to account
#220.521.0000.5831.705.












