
1

COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: Grant Agreement Number 02-120099 from Illinois Department of
Commerce & Community Affairs

DATE: 1/15/02
PREPARED BY: Susan Brassfield, Grants Coordinator and Officer Mary Wennerstrom
PURPOSE: Resolution to recommend Grant agreement to support purchase of an

educational robot for the Police Department.

DISCUSSION:
The Village recently received a grant agreement from the Illinois Department of Commerce and
Community Affairs (DCCA) as part of the Illinois First Member Initiative funding program to
purchase an educational robot for the Police Department.  Grant Agreement Number 02-120099
is sponsored by Senator Kirk Dillard in the amount of $10,000.  It is anticipated that the robot
will cost $9,800 and the remaining grant monies will support educational brochures.

The Downers Grove Police Department’s Crime Prevention/Safety Education Unit conducts a
wide variety of programs and events targeting children.  The focus of these programs/events is to
teach children how to keep themselves safe – the challenge is to provide programs that hold a
child’s attention while sending a message that the child will comprehend and retain.  Having a
“character” in the form of a robotic squad car will be extremely effective in the presentations to
children – especially younger children that typically lose interest in lecture type formats.  The
robot will keep the young audience riveted to the specific topic and will permit the Police
Department to engage them in the presentation.

The programs that the Police Department currently present that will be enhanced by the robot
squad care include:

§ Stranger Danger – basic personal protection for children.
§ Bike Safety – reminds children to wear helmets/follow traffic rules.
§ Pedestrian Safety – for children.
§ Seatbelt and Safety Seat Training – encourages use of seatbelts and child safety seats.
§ Operation Lifesaver – train safety for children- especially important in our community

because we have railroad tracks traversing the center of our town.
§ General Home Safety – discusses poison identification, firearm (what to do if you find a

gun), etc.

In addition, the robot will be incorporated into our existing safety events in our community, such
as:

§ Downers Grove Police Department Open House – used to remind children in attendance
of safety issues.

§ Heritage Festival – will be used to reinforce safety messages for children.
§ Parades – 4th of July, Santa Parade, Bike & Buggy Parade, etc.
§ Safety Town – will be incorporated into existing programs to enhance current programs for

5-year old children.  Program is offered in cooperation with the Downers Grove Park District
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and the Downers Grove Junior Women’s Club and provides wide range of safety education
for approximately 150 children.

§ Fire Department Open House – Police Department bike safety events.
§ Red Ribbon Rally – drug awareness event for all ages- includes Halloween Safety material

for small children.
§ Safety Fairs  – the Police Department participates in many safety events throughout the

community during the year.  The vast majority of these events are designed for small children
to reinforce personal safety, bike & pedestrian safety, and general educational messages.

We anticipate receipt of grant monies during early FY2002-03 since the state’s fiscal year ends
6/30/2002.

The Village continues to explore other areas where Illinois First Funds can be used to support the
Village’s current and future services.

ATTACHMENT:
Attachment 1: Resolution
Attachment 2: Grant Agreement

RECOMMENDATION:
The approval of this grant agreement by resolution is recommended and a copy of the resolution
is attached for your review.



RESOLUTION NO.            

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMITTAL OF GRANT AGREEMENT APPLICATION
TO THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

(DCCA)

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove, a non-profit organization and municipal corporation in

the State of Illinois, has developed Grant Agreement No. 02-120099 for funding in the total amount of

$10,000.00 for the purchase of an educational robot for the Downers Grove Police Department which the

Village of Downers Grove shall authorize the grant agreement to the Illinois Department of Commerce

and Community Affairs (DCCA); and

WHEREAS, the Village Council has reviewed said grant agreement and requirements and

desires that said application be processed by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Community

Affairs (DCCA). 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Council of the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage

County, Illinois, as follows:

1. That the Village of Downers Grove agrees to sponsor Grant Agreement No. 02-120099

of the Village of Downers Grove in the amount of $10,000.00 for the purchase of an educational robot for

the Downers Grove Police Department. 

2. That the Village of Downers Grove agrees to the conditions and requirements listed in the

grant agreement.

3. That this resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as provided

by law.

                                                             
 

 Mayor

Passed:

Attest:                                                            
  Village Clerk


















































