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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: Grant application:  Balanced Growth Capacity Building Program
DATE: 03/27/2002
PREPARED BY: Steve Rockwell & Cathy Schuster, Economic Development & Susan

Brassfield, Grants Coordinator
PURPOSE: Request waiver of one-week waiting period for resolution authorizing

submittal of grant application to Illinois Department of Commerce and
Community Affairs.

DISCUSSION:
Staff is recommending the submission of the Balanced Growth Capacity Building Program to the
Illinois Department of Commerce and Community Affairs (DCCA) for funding in the amount of
$49,420.00.  The Balanced Growth Capacity Building Program Grant will support a Practice
Improvement Program for the Ogden Avenue Corridor. This particular grant doesn’t require
Village matching funds therefore, our grant budget reflects 100% of the anticipated costs. The
majority of life cycle costs will be borne in the first year of implementation.  Staff feels that
anticipated annual costs will be minimal to maintain this program and will be reflective as part of
the department’s annual operating expenses.

The Village of Downers Grove’s Economic Development Department is requesting funding to
produce an Integrated Corridor Management Module that will provide detailed instructions for a
comprehensive redevelopment plan of the Ogden Avenue Corridor.  The goals of the project are
to raise awareness of the issues related to accommodating growth, creating instructional
materials on best implementation practices, and providing training and education on improved
balanced growth planning.  Achieving our goals will require implementation of an educational
program that will focus on Ogden Avenue businesses as well as local developers and contractors.

Funding of this project will allow the Village of Downers Grove’s Department of Economic
Development to prepare an Integrated Corridor Management Module that would involve:

• Conducting a street inventory of Ogden Avenue conditions using The Lakota Group.

• Preparing a Design Guidelines Workbook, which presents suggested designs of façade
improvements that would enhance the appearance of the Corridor.

• Conducting public meetings to discuss façade improvements using recommendations from
the Workbook to educate business/property owners, developers, contractors, architects, etc
on best design practices for Ogden Avenue.

• Producing and mailing educational newsletters reviewing the façade guidebook
recommendations and redevelopment plans for Ogden.
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• Coordinating meetings with businesses located within 1-2 blocks of each other to facilitate
block redevelopments.

• Placing the educational materials and redevelopment updates on the EDC/Village website.

The grant application became available on 3/18/2002 with the stipulation that the grant
application must be submitted to the Illinois Department of Commerce and Community Affairs
by 4/15/2002.  Therefore, staff requests permission of an expedited grant review with approval
by resolution on the same night as Workshop.

Staff is exploring other areas where possibly other governmental and non-governmental agencies
can support the Ogden Avenue Redevelopment Plan.

ATTACHMENT:
Attachment 1: Resolution
Attachment 2: Grant application

RECOMMENDATION:
The approval of this grant application by resolution is recommended and a copy of the resolution
is attached for your review.  Staff further recommends that the Village Council consider waiving
the one-week waiting period to permit timely filing of a 4/15/2002 grant application deadline to
the Illinois Department of Commerce and Community Affairs.



RESOLUTION NO.            

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMITTAL OF GRANT  APPLICATION TO THE
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS (DCCA)

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove, an Illinois municipal corporation, has developed grant

application Balanced Growth Capacity Building Program for funding in the total amount of $49,420.00 for

a Practice Improvement Program of the Ogden Avenue Corridor; and

WHEREAS, the Village Council has reviewed said grant application and agreement conditions,

and has authorized the filing of said application with the Illinois Department of Commerce and Community

Affairs (DCCA). 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County, Illinois,

as follows:

1. That the Village of Downers Grove submit the Balanced Growth Capacity Building

Program of the Village of Downers Grove in the amount of $49,420.00 for a Practice Improvement

Program of the Ogden Avenue Corridor to the Illinois Department of Commerce and Community Affairs

(DCCA).

2. That the Village of Downers Grove agrees to the conditions and requirements listed in the

grant agreement. 

3.   That this resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as

 provided by law.

                                                             
 

 Mayor

Passed:

Attest:                                                            
  Village Clerk






















