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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: Zoning Board of Appeals recommendation regarding Case C-4-01, First
Baptist Church, Petitioners.  A proposed amendment to an existing
special use to allow an addition to the church/school building located at
the southwest corner of Maple Avenue and Washington Street,
commonly known as 929 Maple Avenue, Downers Grove

DATE: September 18, 2001
PREPARED BY: Amanda G. Browne, Department of Planning Services
PURPOSE: To consider approval of the requested Special Use amendment

DISCUSSION:
The First Baptist Church is proposing an amendment to an existing Special Use (C-4-01) with a
companion variation case (V-7-01) which seeks authorization to reduce the minimum side and
rear yard setback requirements for a proposed addition to their church and school building.

A portion of the existing church/school building and two detached accessory structures are
proposed to be demolished and replaced with a two-story, 16,894 square foot addition.  The
addition is proposed to accommodate a new gymnasium, a conference room, a nursery, a kitchen,
a multi-purpose room, restroom facilities, as well as mechanical and storage rooms.  The
companion variation request proposes to reduce the westerly side yard setback from the
minimum required 13 feet based upon the 28 foot height of the structure to 6.5 feet, as well as to
reduce the southerly side yard for a portion of the structure from the minimum required 28 feet to
approximately 20 feet.

The Zoning Board of Appeals unanimously forwarded a positive recommendation to the Village
Council in favor of the proposed amendment to the existing Special Use.  The Board also
unanimously voted to approve the requested side and rear yard variations, subject to the
Council's approval of the requested amendment to the existing Special Use.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Correspondence from Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman, dated September 12, 2001
2. Correspondence with attachments from petitioner representative, Pastor Don

Zimmerman, dated September 11, 2001
3. Staff Findings for Case C-4-01, with attachments, dated August 16, 2001
4. DRAFT Zoning Board of Appeals minutes excerpt, dated August 22, 2001

RECOMMENDATION:
To place an Ordinance granting the requested amendment to an existing Special Use on an
Active Agenda, as recommended by the Zoning Board of Appeals.

































































































Downers Grove Police
Interdepartmental Memorandum

________________________________________________________________________

Date:    09/20/01

To:       Riccardo F. Ginex, Village Manager

From:   Deputy Chief Kurt Bluder

RE:      TRAFFIC ISSUE AT FIRST BATIST CHURCH/SCHOOL - 921 MAPLE
________________________________________________________________________

At the request of Mike Baker, I reviewed the signage on Washington Street and Randall
near the rear entrance to the First Baptist Church.  There has been some concern
regarding the traffic that develops daily at that location as parents pickup their children
from the school within the church.  The vehicles backup along Randall and onto
Washington as the parents pull into the church parking lot and pickup their children.  As
you may recall, one resident was upset with the fact that the traffic backed up in front of
her residence and she felt it was a violation of the No Parking signs that are posted in that
area.

Based on my review, I do not believe it is a violation.  According to Village Ordinance
14-90 (Stopping, standing, or parking outside of business or residence districts), “No
person shall stop, park, or leave standing any vehicle, whether attended or unattended,
upon the paved or main traveled part of the highway when it is practical to stop, park, or
so leave such vehicle off such part of the highway…”   The key word in this ordinance is
practical and it is not practical for these individuals to park their vehicles.  This is no
different then someone who is caught in rush hour traffic.  This is a rather unique
situation but again I do not believe it is a violation of the ordinance.  The signs on
Randall and Washington are posted No Parking.  They do not even specify “Standing or
Stopping.”

Lastly, I requested that Officer Marco, who is assigned to our Traffic Unit, monitor the
traffic pattern during the afternoon on Thursday, September 20th.  Officer Marco did so
and felt that there was not a problem.  He advised me that approximately 4 or 5 cars were
forced to wait on Randall prior to moving into the church parking lot. These cars were in
the westbound lane of Randall at the rear entrance to the church/Lincoln Center.  Officer
Marco also noted that approximately 4 cars were waiting in the eastbound lane of Randall
to turn left into the church parking lot.  He added that the small amount of congestion
only lasted 20 minutes and that other vehicles could still drive down Randall during this
time period.

If you have any questions or comments please do not hesitate to contact me at any time.


