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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: Tree Supply and Planting Services with the Suburban Tree Consortium
2001/2002

DATE: August 29, 2001
PREPARED BY: John J. Bajor, Jr., Public Works Director

Kerstin G. von der Heide, Village Forester
PURPOSE: Review recommendation and resolution, and place on agenda for Council

approval
DOLLAR AMOUNT: $30,400.00 ACCOUNT: 001.335.0000.5443

DISCUSSION:

For more than a decade, tree supply and planting services have been obtained through the Suburban Tree
Consortium (STC).  Originally started in 1985 with only 2 communities, the STC has now grown to 26 members.

Downers Grove has been an active member since 1987.  The STC goal is to provide the members with a consistent
supply of quality trees of the species and varieties requested for the municipal parkways.  The most efficient and
cost effective means for the members to obtain a consistent supply and variety of quality trees has been with a 5-

year growing contract with a nursery as well as a 5-year contract for planting services.  Currently, Beaver Creek
Nursery, Hinsdale Nurseries, Possibility Place Nursery, and Wilson Nurseries are contracted to grow said tree
supply, and Pugsley & LaHaie Ltd provide planting services.

All the contracts allow members two options : first - to order trees in advance so that the trees are grown to size and

are available for a future year (a maximum of 5 years out), and second – to buy trees currently available from the
nursery.  All prices are fixed for each year of the 5-year period, and members and nurseries renew the contracts
annually.  Collectively between the 26 members, over 1,000 trees have been ordered in advance for each of the next

5 years.  When each planting season comes about, most municipalities add trees to their order depending on their
need and availability from the nursery – this past year, the members purchased 4,818 trees total.  This arrangement

works for both parties.  The nurseries know that at a minimum their sales will be the number pre-ordered.  For the
municipalities, the tree prices are fixed for more efficient budgeting, and if an order is increased, the additional trees
will be of the same shape and quality as those ordered in advance.  These contracts are administered by the West

Central Municipal Conference (WCMC), and copies are on file with the Village.

With the growth of the STC over the years to include a diverse number of municipalities, the paperwork involved
has become more complicated.  As a way to simplify matters for each individual municipality and to show
commitment to the program, the STC has determined that each individual municipality must annually present a

resolution to remain in the STC.  Included in this resolution is a listing of the trees that each respective municipality
has ordered.  For Downers Grove, this will be the fourth year that Council has been presented with such a resolution.

In terms of the 5 year order for Downers Grove, the tree species chosen include those which have been harder to
come by on a regular basis such as some of the oak trees, as well as tree species typically requested by residents.

The orders are with 3 of the 4 contracted nurseries to ensure a variety of species and maximize availability.  The
attached resolution lists the trees ordered.  Since 1993, Forestry staff has been working more closely with residents

to ensure their input and tree preferences are honored whenever practical.  The number of residents requesting a
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particular tree has increased over the years to an all time high this fall where 60 of the total 130 plantings have a

requested tree species which include unusual choices such as ginkgo and catalpa. To ensure quality and consistency,
a tagging committee representing the consortium members selects and tags individual trees at all the participating

nurseries before the trees are dug and delivered.  Forestry staff actively participates in the tagging committee.
Visiting the nurseries also allows staff to view other tree selections which may not be currently ordered but have
potential for future use.  Staff has found interesting trees such as miyabe maple and various new hybrid elms, and

has added them to current and future tree orders.

In the budget, tree supply and planting services are funded in the Tree Services Account (001.335.0000.5443).
Below is a breakdown of all the line items in the account and expected usage.  Line items or services to maintain the
existing tree population are the priorities and include pruning and removals.  Both of these services are expected to

be used to the fullest.  The remaining funds after all other tree services are accounted for will be devoted to tree
supply and planting.  The dollars available for planting at the moment are $30,400.00.  This will be sufficient for the

fall planting and part of the spring planting.  Unless additional funds are available, the spring planting may be
limited.  Currently, staff is requesting budget approval of  $30,400.00.

Service Budget Expected Use
Tree Supply  42,000.00  20,000.00

Tree Planting  22,400.00  10,400.00
Tree Pruning 115,200.00 115,200.00
Tree Removal 4-19”  22,500.00  22,500.00
Tree Removal >19”  42,000.00  42,000.00
Stump Removal   17,690.00  17,690.00
Demand Tree Service  15,000.00  15,000.00
Pest Management    2,000.00       500.00
Removals per 24-5, 24-16     6,000.00     1500.00
Holiday Tree        800.00       800.00
Manager’s Budget Reductions -25,000.00
Budget transfer for mowing contract                                 15,000.00
Total 260,590.00 260,590.00

ATTACHMENT:

Resolution expressing intent to continue participation in the Suburban Tree Consortium and to authorize certain
purchases for FY 2001/2002

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Council approve both the resolution for participating with the STC and approve
doing so at a dollar amount of $30,400.00 for this fiscal year.






