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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: 2001 Sound Contract for Heritage Festival
DATE: March 19, 2001
PREPARED BY: Mary Scalzetti
PURPOSE: Approval of Vendor – Sound for stages

BID AMOUNT: $18,400 ACCOUNT: 108.163.0000.5315

DISCUSSION:
At their meeting on March 12, 2001, the Community Events Commission unanimously
recommended the services of R. J. Recording as the sound vendor for the 2001 Heritage Festival.
R. J. Recordings bid totaled $18,400, which includes sound for six stage, labor for twelve
technicians and band gear rentals.

Five other companies were sent an RFP.  Of the two returned, AB Productions only bid on the
sound for one stage, as they do not have the equipment to handle all stages.  NIC Productions,
whose bid totaled $9,600, included three technicians for six stages and they requested that the
village supply additional on site labor for show set up, tear down and load in and out.  They also
requested hotel rooms for their technicians, which is not included in the bid price.  In the past
this company has been known to use students as technicians, rather than experienced sound
engineers.  Staff has attempted to inquire if this is still the case, with no response.

Staff has reservations about using a company that would only send three technicians to control
monitor mixes for six stages. Therefore staff strongly concurs with the Community Events
Comission as to the use of R.J. Recording.

The Community Events Commission feels that the sound company should be selected based on
their performance and quality, rather than low bid alone.   They feel a lot of money is spent on
the entertainment for the festival, and a quality sound company is needed to ensure great
performances.

ATTACHMENT:
Attached is a copy of the sound quote sheet.
R. J. Recording Sound Contract

RECOMMENDATION:
Approval of R. J. Recording as the sound vendor at








