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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEMS: 1. An Agreement for the Installation of the Automated Rail Crossing
Enforcement System Between ProScan Technologies and the Village of
Downers Grove

2. An Ordinance Amending the Downers Grove Municipal Code Concerning
Railroad Grade Crossings

DATE: March 5, 2001
PREPARED BY: Enza Petrarca, Staff Attorney
PURPOSE: To pass a resolution authorizing the execution of the above agreement and to

adopt an ordinance amending the Downers Grove Municipal Code concerning
railroad grade crossings

DISCUSSION:
The Village has been negotiating with ProScan Technologies for several months regarding the placement
of an automated railroad grade crossing enforcement system at Fairview Avenue grade crossing. ProScan
has offered to install and provide all necessary equipment for the system for a five-year test period, at no
cost to the Village.  For the first two years of the test period, ProScan will provide exclusive maintenance
of the system at no cost, but after two years the Village shall be responsible for the cost of maintenance.
The Village in turn has agreed to provide all required permits, right-of-way access and any easements that
may be necessary.  The Village has also agreed to provide the mounting poles, necessary power feeds, a
cable feed (DSL or T1 line equivalent), necessary pavement markings and signage.  (Attached is an
agreement reflecting these terms and a breakdown of the estimated cost of this project.)

Basically, a camera will be installed at the crossing and will send digital images from that crossing to a
computer terminal in the police department.  From those images the police department will issue citations
to the registered owners of the vehicles that violate the ordinance.  The citation will include the digital
image of the violation and will inform the violator of his/her rights and obligations.  The citation will
result in a mandatory fine of $500 or 50 hours of community service.  The police department will assign
one specific officer to handle these citations for court purposes.

Legislation is currently pending in Springfield that will add Downers Grove to the State statute
authorizing enforcement of citations generated from automated railroad grade crossing enforcement
systems.  However, until the legislation is passed we will need to adopt an ordinance providing for
enforcement.  The proposed ordinance allows the Village to enforce the citations generated from the
ARCES system.  It allows the digital images to be introduced in court proceedings as evidence of the
violation.

3. ATTACHMENTS: 

1. An Agreement for the Installation of the Automated Rail Crossing Enforcement System Between
ProScan Technologies and the Village of Downers Grove;

2. An Ordinance Amending the Downers Grove Municipal Code Concerning Railroad Grade
Crossings;

3. Estimated Costs Involved;
4. Naperville Statistics and,
5. Sample Citation.

RECOMMENDATION:
Please place ordinance and resolution on the March 13, 2001 Workshop Agenda












































