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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: Grant application for project: Linden Heights Branch of  St. Joseph Creek
Stream Improvement

DATE: 12/18/00
PREPARED BY: Susan Brassfield
PURPOSE: Place on the agenda for the February 6th Council meeting for resolution

authorizing submittal of application to the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources administered by the Conservation Foundation.

DISCUSSION:
Financial Services, on behalf of the Village of Downers Grove, is recommending the submission
of the Conservation 2000 grant to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources administered by
the Conservation Foundation.   A stipulation of the Conservation 2000 grant requires a 50/50
match by the applicant.  The total estimated project cost of the Linden Heights Branch of St.
Joseph Creek Stream Improvement  is $250,000 of which the Village is required to provide
$125,000 as the match.  The 50% Village share will be applied toward hiring a contractor to
perform the required work and to install the appropriate plantings.  The Village share will be
funded from account (220.524.0000.5711) spanning the 2001/02 and 2002/2003 budget years.
The goal of this project is twofold; addressing erosion control and overbank flooding.  This
project focuses on the south branch of St. Joseph Creek in the Linden Heights subdivision.
During the 1950’s when this subdivision was developed, the stream was re-routed and forced
along lot lines as houses were constructed.  This re-routing created several unnatural 90-degree
bends resulting in significant erosion of the banks, siltation of the channel, and growth of
undesirable plant and tree species.  The Village purchased several of the flood-prone lots that
contained structures that were ultimately demolished.  This project presents an opportunity for
modest realignment of the stream to its natural course. We propose to stabilize the streambank
using native vegetation, and bioengineering techniques will be used to repair and enhance the
riparian corridor.

It has been the experience of Public Works staff that costs (both construction and engineering)
for this type of project can escalate depending on permit requirements, however our grant is
limited to $125,000. The Village continues to seek other appropriate grants to support the Linden
Heights project.

ATTACHMENT:
Attachment 1: Resolution
Attachment 2: Conservation 2000 Application

RECOMMENDATION:
The approval of this grant application by resolution is recommended and a copy of the resolution
is attached for your review.



RESOLUTION NO._____

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMITTAL OF GRANT APPLICATION TO THE
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES ADMINISTERED BY THE

CONSERVATION FOUNDATION

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove, a non-profit organization and munic ipal corporation in

the State of Illinois, has developed grant application Conservation 2000 for funding in the total amount of

$125,000.00 for streambank improvement of a branch of the St. Joseph Creek located in the Linden

Heights subdivision in Downers Grove which the Village of Downers Grove shall authorize the filing of

the application to the Conservation Foundation for consideration; and

WHEREAS, the Village Council has reviewed said grant application and desires that said

application be processed by the Conservation Foundation.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Council of the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage

County, Illinois, as follows:

1. That the Village of Downers Grove agrees to submit the Conservation 2000 application of

the Village of Downers Grove in the amount of $125,000.00 for streambank improvement of a branch of

the St. Joseph Creek.

2. That this resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as provided

by law.
___________________________

Mayor

Passed:

Attest:   ___________________________
  Village Clerk
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