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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: Grant application:  Child Safety Seat Program
DATE: 2/17/01
PREPARED BY: Susan Brassfield
PURPOSE: Place on the agenda for resolution authorizing submittal of grant

application to the Illinois Department of Transportation

DISCUSSION:
Financial Services, on behalf of the Village of Downers Grove, is recommending the submission
of the Child Safety Seat grant application to the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT).
Since an organization is only eligible to apply for one grant through the IDOT Division of
Traffic Safety Program, we had to seek a sponsor in order to apply.  The non-profit organization
Partnerships for Healthier Communities agreed to sponsor us in this grant application.

Since 1997, the Downers Grove Police Department has worked with Partnerships for Healthier
Communities in implementing a child safety seat program through Good Samaritan Hospital.
This grant will allow us to expand our current program.  Our car seat safety initiative will be
directed at the entire population of Downers Grove and the surrounding communities in DuPage
County, specifically targeting low-income families in providing free child safety seats.  Our
educational program will provide instruction as to the proper installation of car safety seats
thereby, reducing the risk of serious injury or death to children aged 0-4 years in motor vehicle
accidents.  Our proposal is to secure funds to purchase 600 car seats.  The Downers Grove Police
Department will provide assistance with the education and distribution process.  Three certified
child safety seat technicians will be assigned to coordinate the training and installation process.
This grant will provide 10% salary support for a both a Downers Grove Police Sergeant and
Public Education Manager. The total estimated project cost is $51,473. The grant does not
require matching funds.

We are exploring other areas where possibly Department of Transportation funding can be used
to support the Village’s current and future projects.

ATTACHMENT:
Attachment 1: Resolution
Attachment 2: Agreement Conditions

RECOMMENDATION:
The approval of this grant application by resolution is recommended and a copy of the resolution
is attached for your review.
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Our car seat safety initiative will be directed at Downers Grove residents and the surrounding
communities in DuPage County, targeting low-income families in providing free child safety
seats.  Our educational program will provide instruction as to the proper installation of car safety
seats thereby, reducing the risk of injury or death to children aged 0-4 years in motor vehicle
accidents.  Our proposal is to secure funds to purchase 600 car seats.  The Downers Grove Police
Department will provide assistance with the education and distribution process.  Certified child
safety seat technicians will be assigned to coordinate the training and installation process.



RESOLUTION NO.            

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMITTAL OF GRANT APPLICATION TO THE
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

FOR THE CHILD SAFETY SEAT PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove, an Illinois municipal corporation, has developed grant

application Child Safety Seat Program for funding in the total amount of $47,991.00 for the child safety

seat program; and

WHEREAS, the Village Council has reviewed said grant application and agreement conditions

authorized the filing of said application with the Illinois Department of Transportation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County, Illinois,

as follows:

1. That the Village of Downers Grove submit the Child Safety Seat Program application of

the Village of Downers Grove in the amount of $47,991.00 for the Child Safety Seat Program to the

Illinois Department of Transportation.

2. That the Village of Downers Grove agrees to the conditions and requirements listed in the

grant agreement.

3. That this resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as provided

by law.

                                                             
 

 Mayor

Passed:

Attest:                                                            
  Village Clerk
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