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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: Fire Prevention Ordinance Revisions
DATE: February 6, 2001
PREPARED BY: David R. Burns, Deputy Fire Chief
PURPOSE: Request for approval of proposed ordinance changes

DISCUSSION:
The suggested changes are proposed to ‘clean-up’ the current code language pertaining to the
requirements for automatic sprinkler systems when an existing building increases its square
footage.  I have also included a page from the current code for comparison.  The intent of the
proposed changes is not to increase the requirements for automatic sprinkler systems, but to
make the current language clearer and less subject to interpretation.

The proposed change pertaining to Chapter 34 of the BOCA Building Code is needed to
eliminate a possible obscure application of the Building Code, which would in effect allow an
exemption from sprinkler system installation.  We believe that this approach is completely
contrary to the legislative intent of the code as written (to require the installation of automatic
sprinklers).

ATTACHMENT:
Draft of proposed changes to 17-45 (F-503.8) of the Municipal Code pertaining to automatic
sprinkler systems.

Correspondence with Downers Grove Chamber of  Commerce.

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the Village Council approve the draft ordinance which will clarify the
ordinance language pertaining to the requirements for automatic sprinkler systems.
































