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COUNCIL WORKSHOP ITEM

ITEM: Grant application:  Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program
DATE: 4/6/01
PREPARED BY: Susan Brassfield
PURPOSE: Resolution authorizing submittal of grant application to the Federal

Emergency Management Agency.

DISCUSSION:
Financial Services, on behalf of the Village of Downers Grove, is recommending the submission
of the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program application to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.  The Downers Grove Fire Department requests funding to support the
replacement of its communications equipment. This funding will support a new fire radio
network (transmitter, comparator/voting equipment, receivers and associate installation
components).  This project will provide replacement of the aging infrastructure that utilizes VHF
frequency (154.250).  This frequency is habitually congested because it is currently being used
by twenty-two other fire agencies.  Over the years, it has become increasingly difficult to operate
under this system due to increased population and fire activities.  A new frequency will provide
the Village with repeat capability to ensure that dispatch transmissions are heard.  A new
frequency will provide fire units the opportunity to give appropriate building size-ups, hazard
information and allow true Incident Command operations.  This proposed channel will allow the
Village to bring all fire-related personnel to one channel affording us the opportunity to hear all
parts of a call and not just basic information.

The Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program will require a local match of 10% of the total
project cost.  The total estimated project cost for a new fire radio network is $121,607.  The grant
will fund 90% or $109,446 and the Village is required to provide $12,161 as the match.  The
Village share will be funded from account (001.722.0000.5731) in 2001/2002 budget year.

We are exploring other areas where possibly other governmental and non-governmental agencies
can support the Fire Department.

ATTACHMENT:
Attachment 1: Resolution
Attachment 2: Grant application

RECOMMENDATION:
The approval of this grant application by resolution is recommended and a copy of the resolution
is attached for your review.



RESOLUTION NO.            

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMITTAL OF GRANT APPLICATION TO THE FEDERAL
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

FOR ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove, an Illinois municipal corporation, has developed grant

application Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program for funding in the total amount of $109,446.00 for the

support of a Fire Radio Network; and

WHEREAS, the Village Council has reviewed said grant application and agreement conditions, and

has authorized the filing of said application with the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County, Illinois, as

follows:

1. That the Village of Downers Grove submit the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program

application of the Village of Downers Grove for a Fire Radio Network to the Federal Emergency Management

Agency.

2. That the Village of Downers Grove agrees to the conditions and requirements listed in the

grant agreement.

3. That this resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as provided by

law.

                                                             
 

 Mayor

Passed:

Attest:                                                            
  Village Clerk


































