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701 Maple Avenue Designation of a Historic Landmark | Planner
REQUEST

The petitioners are seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for their home at 701 Maple Avenue based on the
criteria that the property represents the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style and represents the

notable work of a master building or architect.

NOTICE

The application has been filed in conformance with applicable procedural and public notice requirements.

GENERAL INFORMATION

OWNER/: Bo and Christine Martin
APPLICANT 701 Maple Avenue
Downers Grove, IL 60515

PROPERTY INFORMATION

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Queen Anne

BUILDING DATE: 1895

HISTORICAL BUILDING USE:  Single Family Residence

EXISTING BUILDING USE: Single Family Residence

PROPERTY SIZE: 8020 square feet

PIN: 09-08-403-005
ANALYSIS

SUBMITTALS

This report is based on the following documents, which are on file with the Department of Community

Development:

Application/Petition for Public Hearing
Project Summary

Plat of Survey

Owner Consent Form

Certificate of Acknowledgement Form
Historic Landmark Information Form
Photographs
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The petitioners are seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for their property at 701 Maple Avenue
under criteria 12.302.B.3 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance: representation of distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural style and 12.302.B.4: representation of a notable work of an architect.
The two-story Queen Anne Style was constructed in 1895 by William James Herring, an architect who
has worked on other prominent buildings in Downers Grove.

In the Midwest, the majority of Queen Anne homes were constructed in wood clapboard and wood
shingles. Wide bandboards or wood trim were often used to mark the change in materials. Queen Anne’s
were also asymmetrical buildings with steeply pitched, cross-gabled roofs incorporating projecting gables
ornamented in shingling patterns or gable trusses. Some have cylinder towers bays, recessed balconies,
and chimneys with corbelled masonry patterns. Perhaps the most notable feature is elaborate porches
with spindlework, balusters and pediments with stick or shingle work. Queen Anne is also one of the
more prevalent architectural styles found in both the E.H. Prince’s Subdivision and the Maple Avenue
Corridor and several incorporate wood wall surfaces and gable trusses meant to mimic Medieval English
timbered cottages.

The property at 701 Maple Avenue includes many of these features, including the original wood
clapboard, wood shingles on the 2" story, rounded dining room bay, and hipped roof with cross gables.
There is also a full front porch, a recessed balcony, original decorative ornamentation on both the north
and west side, and a chimney on the west side. The house’s ‘balloon frame’ is built on a foundation of
stone. All the windows are original and are wood and double hung with chain cording except for those
located in the rear addition. Some of the stained glass is original or was salvaged and incorporated into
the new windows. A rear addition constructed in 2013 does not impact the historic features or integrity of
this Queen Anne.

In addition to designing his own home, the applicant states that Mr. Herring contributed to many other
buildings including the original Methodist Episcopal Church (1032 Maple Avenue- currently the First
United Methodist Church), the Farmer’s and Merchant’s Bank constructed circa 1892 (5135 Main Street),
the Oldfield block (southeast corner of Main Street and Curtiss Street), Central block (5120 Main Street),
and many original single family homes.

COMPLIANCE WITH HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE

The petitioner has outlined the request in the attached narrative letter and photographs. The petitioner
will further address the proposal and justification to support the requested landmark designation at the
public hearing.

Landmark designations require evaluation based on Section 12.302 of the Historic Preservation
Ordinance, Landmark Designation Criteria. Staff finds the request complies with Section 12.302A and
Section 12.302.B, as described below.

Section 12.302.A.

The proposed landmark is either over fifty (50) years old; in whole or in part or is under fifty (50)
years of age and possesses exceptional importance such as might be recognized immediately for its
reflection of an extraordinary political event or architectural innovation; and

The house was constructed in 1895. This standard is met.

Section 12.302.B
That one or more of the following conditions exist:
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1. The property has significant value as part of the historic, heritage or cultural characteristics of
the community, county, State or Nation;
This criteria does not apply.

2. The property was owned by a person or persons of historic significance to the community,
county, State or Nation;
This criteria does not apply.

3. The property represents the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period, style,
type, method of construction or use of indigenous materials;
Staff finds the property represents the distinguishing characteristics of the Queen Anne style. There
are many architectural features of a Queen Anne that are seen in this property. These features include
wood clapboard siding, a rounded dining room bay, and recessed balconies. This criteria is met.

4. The property represents notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose
individual work has influenced the development of the community, county, State or Nation;
Staff finds that this property represents notable work of William James Herring. Mr. Herring was a
prominent architect and builder in Downers Grove that was responsible for a variety of residential and
commercial buildings in the village and the downtown. His notable work includes the Farmer’s
Merchant’s Bank Building that still stands at 5135 Main Street and other buildings on Main Street.
Additionally, he was involved with the original Methodist Episcopal Church and several single family
homes. Mr. Herring contributed to the development of the community. This criteria is met.

5. An area that has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory.
This criteria does not apply.

6. A source of civic pride or identity for the community.
This criteria does not apply.

7. The property is included in the National Register of Historic Places.
This criteria does not apply.

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMENT
Staff has not received any neighborhood comments regarding the proposal at this time.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Staff finds the petition complies with the criteria in Section 12.302 for Landmark Designation. Based on
the findings above, staff recommends the Architectural Design Review Board make a positive
recommendation to the Village Council for landmark status of 701 Maple Avenue.

Staff Report Approved By:

Stan Popovich, AICP
Director of Community Development
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701 Maple Avenue, Downers Grove, I
Bo and Christine Martin

This overview is being submitted for Historic Landmark Designation review.

We feel our home at 701 Maple Avenue is worthy of Historic Landmark Designation
both for its distinguishing characteristics of the turn of the century architecture, and,
because it was designed and built by an architect who contributed several significant
structures to Downers Grove.

Architecturally, our home is a Queen Anne. It is a two story home with a large attic and
high pitched roof. Its 'balloon frame' is solidly built on a foundation of stone. The
exterior walls are original wood clapboard, with wood shingles (or fishtail) adorning the
2" story. The roof is hipped with cross gables and dormer windows. There is a
chimney on the west side of the home.

The windows are all original, except for five new windows in the back addition done in
2013. The original windows are wood and double hung with chain cording. There are
three original stained glass windows. The large front window exhibits an amber, arts
and craft stain glass, as do the windows flanking each side of the fireplace. The stained
glass windows in the main staircase were mostly destroyed, but have since been replaced
with new stain glass. Any glass from the original windows that was salvageable was
used in the new art windows.

The front porch extends across the full front of the house, which is typical of the Queen
Anne style. There is original decorative ornamentation on both the north and west side.
There is also a recessed balcony in the front of the house on the 2nd floor. The home
retains its solid lath and plaster walls, which keep it cool in the summer, and
comfortably warm in the winter.

The home was built in 1895 by William James Herring, an Englishman from Norfolk.
Mr. Herring was an architect and contributed several other prominent buildings to
Downers Grove, such as the Farmers and Merchants' Bank, the Oldfield block, Central
block, and the Methodist Episcopal Church, along with many residential homes. In an
article from the Downers Grove Reporter dated November 28", 1894, it states “Mr.
Herring has in course of construction an elegant residence of his own on his property on
Maple Avenue, which will be one of the most attractive on that thoroughfare.”. Mr.
Herring and his wife Marie had five children, and it was the family home until Mrs.
Herring's death in 1928. Mr. Herring had passed in 1913. In the years to come it had
several owners and in the 40's was converted to a two-story flat. In 1970, it was
converted back to a single family residence.
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SPIEWAK CONSULTING

5805 W. HIGGINS AVE., CHICAGO, IL 60630
phone: (773) 736-1344; fax: (773) 736-4616
www.surveyorsland.com

470 SHAGBARK CT., ROSELLE, IL 60172

andrew@landsurveyors.pro

COMMONLY KNOWN AS:

701 MAPLE AVE

DOWNERS GROVE, IL 60%15
P.I.N. 09-08-403-005

LAND AREA % 8,017 sq. ft.
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ANDREW SPIEWAK LAND SURVEYOR, INC.

phone: (630) 351-9489; cell: (773) 617-3433 | OT 1 IN BLOCK 3 IN STRAUBE'S ADDITION TO DOWNERS GROVE,
www.landsurveyors.pro BEING A RESUBDIVISION OF PART OF LOT 4 IN ASSESSOR’S

DIVISION OF SECTIONS 7 AND 8, TOWNSHIP 38 NORTH, RANGE 11
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ANDREW SPIEWAK LAND SURVEYOR, INC. A PROFESSIONAL DESIGN FIRM,
LAND SURVEYING CORPORATION, LICENSE No.: 134.006518
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Village of

DOWNERS Historic Landmark
GROVE Information Form

Property Address D\ M@ .}AOA«( . \DW_JQ(M\ >A_ff_
Date of Construction \ % C\g |

Architectural Style QMW i‘lQVVVLJ_/

Architect (if known) UJ JJLUW‘IA. X{U\ﬂu;&, e VLAMLL

Number of Stories ,i.y + La/vm {‘\"L Basement @'N \/3,2,3

Foundation Materials (Concrete, Concrete Block, Wood, Stone, Brick, N/A)

Showe _

Exterior Wall Materials (Concrete, Wood, Stone, Brick, Vinyl, Other, N/A)

Weed L'\a,&)\)ﬂa,f/ﬂ( - Otjfj\M/Q/ and \Dbbol %l/u@(eg

Roof Type (Gabled, Cross-Gabled, Hipped, Hipped-Gable, Shed, Gambrel, Flat, Other, N/A)
-\x(urn‘»:,el W \’\QA Cocts 661,\?\0% oud Ao M S
Roof Materials (Metal, Wood Shingle, Wood Shake, Composition, Slate, Tile, Other, N/A)

Snples, - vicw \romP

Window Type (_Dm'llile-lltmg, Awning, Casement, Hopper, Other, N/A)
\Wnod - dowhie - wus = b ((A‘} wna
Window Materials (Wood, Aluminum, Viuy([,) Other, N/A)
U) [)l\d
Door Type (Panel, Flush, Transom, N/A) and Materials (Wood, Metal, Glass, N/A)

Wood-  Solid  Dapl

Other significant exterior architectural features (Accessory Structures, Arches, Porches, Towers, Brick Course, etc.)

—F.L\/k *vaf(*\)ovz 7y 4)‘\%\\&,&({ jkﬁt% UU\VL@L()U)% V&Cdf)ul

%a,\cw tn Z“E/?\N)\/ Muovahie C‘WV‘V‘?% own ’Evu,d wirelews
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Photo by Bemm

HOME OF MR. W. J, HERRING
¥ 193 East Maple Ave., Downers Grove, Ill.

Photo by Remm

LIVING ROOM
Home of Mr. W. J. Herring, Downers Grove, Ill.

_ WMavioyn Whde
Sovvre . Rooll oX Weeen éw\owvss CiF»







10\ MpPLE BVE .
Erst 4108 VIEW




=z
/
/
/
—
-
!
—
s
gt
'
et
—l
——
—
—
pnm—
——
H
—
et
—
—
—
—

ST

T




|

‘Btgvro
mam Shurcase

3 =
: .
| [ g ‘
4 I b, |
l o) i Wl 4

o Sl v \

By o Al - /
- = S— y
& =

II
el
:




ADOWN'ERS émv}z HISTORIC SITE WK\\\@M M‘% \ r]\f\j,
"ARMER’S AND MERCHANT’S | budev s
~~ BANK BUILDING (omygacky axd BRI

- CIRCA 1892 o—% Tacmers dnd WMevehdt's

The Farmer's and Merchant's Bank Building was built in

Y L .
1892 for the first bank in Downers Grove. The bank was -‘%W\,\L ?)\AAKO\U\/ ’\

organized oh Mady 10, 18 The officers of the bank ] )
included Charles Cuartiss, p lent, W.A. Tope. M.D:, Vice f {\) k%
President, and W.H. Edwa -ashier. The Directors were K e SU\ e ('[ W( B
Jake Klein; Conrad Biischr harles Mochel, L.P L
Narramore, Albért Smart and T.T. Thon [ T roup ‘of

i A 4 DY~
ladies who had formed the Latiey’ Library Association in %\ \J\JL‘J 7u ,A(IM ‘ 4&
1891 were deélighted when the bat ) _ \

oom- in the

building for the first public library in D 3'Grove. Fora
few years in the early 189

was housed in \[L,Lg —K'T‘- AL L"— /e
an office at the east of the Bank )

ding with the entrance
on Curtiss Street In 1895 the building also housed the
Reporter Columbian Magazine. William James Herring was
the contractor for the Farmer's and Merchant's Bank
Building as well as several other buildings on Main Street.
Though considerably remodeled and without iss tower this
historic building still stands at the northeast corner of Main
and Curtiss Streets.







