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REQUEST 
The petitioners are seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for their home at 1205 Franklin Street based on the 
criteria that the house represents the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style. 
 
NOTICE 
The application has been filed in conformance with applicable procedural and public notice requirements. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

OWNER/ Kenneth and Kay Hammer 
APPLICANT: 1205 Franklin Street 
 Downers Grove, IL 60515 
 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 
 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Queen Anne 
BUILDING DATE:  Circa 1895                                                                
HISTORICAL BUILDING USE: Single Family Residence 
EXISTING BUILDING USE: Single Family Residence 
PROPERTY SIZE:  12,500 square feet (.29 acres) 
PINS:    09-08-114-001  

                                    
ANALYSIS 

 
SUBMITTALS 
This report is based on the following documents, which are on file with the Department of Community 
Development: 
 

1. Application/Petition for Public Hearing 
2. Project Summary 
3. Plat of Survey 
4. Certificate of Acknowledgement Form 
5. Historic Landmark Information Form 
6. Timeline 
7. Photographs 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The petitioners are seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for their property at 1205 Franklin Avenue 
under criteria 12.302.B.3 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance: representation of distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural style. The three-story Queen Anne house with a basement was built 
circa 1895. 
 
In the Midwest, the majority of Queen Anne homes were constructed in wood clapboard or wood 
shingles. The style peaked in popularity during the last two decades of the twentieth century. Distinctive 
features of Queen Anne homes include steeply pitched hipped roofs, varied wall plain and forms, and 
decorative detailing. They often have large, wraparound porches and incorporate towers and bays. 
Asymmetry, varied texture, and ornamentation are all basic elements of the American Queen Anne style.   
 
In the 2013 Village Architectural and Historical Survey, the home was listed as a contributing structure in 
excellent condition and integrity.  The exterior walls have wood clapboard and bandboard.  The 
foundation consists of the original stone. The steeply pitched hipped roof also contains a hipped and 
gabled dormer.  The gabled dormer has a curved window in contrast to the hipped dormer, which was 
enclosed partially with wood scales possibly when the single-family home was converted to a duplex in 
1968. The three story turret pops out on north east corner facing the nearby intersection contributing to 
the asymmetrical form of the structure.  The turret has leaded glass windows and decorative soffits.  The 
windows are double-hung some of which have stained or beveled glass on the periphery.  Other notable 
decorative windows include an oriel window on the west elevation.  
 
A porch wraps around the north and east sides of the buildings with decorative columns and balusters.  
The porch had repair work done approximately three years ago and is a near replica of the original, and 
the front entrance was enclosed (circa 1968) as noted in the historical survey. The hipped dormer 
windows have been enclosed but this and the other improvements do not greatly impact the home’s 
historic integrity as they were built to reflect the original design features.  
                                                                                                                                       
In the Downers Grove Historical Society’s Centennial Home booklet the home is referred to by its 
original owner, the Frank J. Gorman House. The applicant included a timeline of the house in the 
application materials. 
 
COMPLIANCE WITH HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE 
The petitioner has outlined the request in the attached narrative summary and photographs.  The petitioner 
will further address the proposal and justification to support the requested landmark designation at the 
public hearing.  
 
Landmark designations require evaluation based on Section 12.302 of the Historic Preservation 
Ordinance, Landmark Designation Criteria.  Staff finds the request complies with Section 12.302A and 
Section 12.302.B, as described below. 
 
Section 12.302.A. 
The proposed landmark is either over fifty (50) years old, in whole or in part, or is under fifty (50) 
years of age and possesses exceptional importance such as might be recognized immediately for its 
reflection of an extraordinary political event or architectural innovation; and  
The house was constructed circa 1895 making it around 125 years old. This standard is met. 
                   
Section 12.302.B 
That one or more of the following conditions exist: 
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1. The property has significant value as part of the historic, heritage or cultural characteristics of 
the community, county, State or Nation; 
This criteria does not apply. 

2. The property was owned by a person or persons of historic significance to the community, 
county, State or Nation; 
This criteria does not apply. 

3. The property represents the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period, style, 
type, method of construction or use of indigenous materials; 

 Staff finds the property represents the distinguishing characteristics of the Queen Anne architectural 
style. The home has considerable ornamental detailing, widely varied roof forms, asymmetry, 
building materials, and other notable features that are typical of a Queen-Anne. The portions of the 
exterior that have been altered are reflective of the original design. This criteria is met. 

 
4. The property represents notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose 

individual work has influenced the development of the community, county, State or Nation; 
This criteria does not apply. 

5. An area that has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or 
prehistory. 
This criteria does not apply. 

6. A source of civic pride or identity for the community. 
This criteria does not apply. 

7. The property is included in the National Register of Historic Places. 
This criteria does not apply. 

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMENT 
Staff has not received any neighborhood comments regarding the proposal at this time.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Staff finds the petition complies with the criteria in Section 12.302 for Landmark Designation.  Based on 
the findings above, staff recommends that the Architectural Design Review Board make a positive 
recommendation to the Village Council for landmark status of 1205 Franklin Street. 

Staff Report Approved By: 

 
___________________________ 
Stan Popovich, AICP 
Director of Community Development  
 
SP:sw 
-att 
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Frank J. Gorman House 
1205 Franklin St. 
(Formerly 78 Saratoga or 4904 Saratoga) 
Downers Grove, Il 60515 
 
Current Owners:  Ken and Kay Hammer 
 
Lot Description:  Block 3 Lots 1 and 2 – EH Prince Subdivision 
 
The Frank J. Gorman House sits at the corner of Franklin and Saratoga in the 

EH Prince Subdivision of Downers Grove.  Tax records dictate the home was erected 
about 1895.  The original owner of the home was Frank J. Gorman.  Mr. Gorman was 
born in England in 1869, came to America in 1888 and married his wife Jeannette in 
1893.  They had four children Lewis, Herbert, Clarence and Mary.  Mr. Gorman was 
listed as a bookkeeper in the 1900 census. 

 
After he sold the home a Mr. John R Findley bought the home and lived there 

until about 1923.  He then sold it to Homer S. Dum.  The Dums lived in the home 
until 1942.  The home is still called “The Dum House” by some long time residents. 
He had his own company that sold movie projectors.  It changed hands many times 
and even passed through the hands of the Dicke Family for a time.   

 
Even thought the home has had many owners it retains its beauty. 
 
Landmark Designation Criteria  Section 12.302 
 
A.  The home residing at 1205 Franklin Street (formerly 4904 Saratoga) was   
      erected circa 1895 making it 125 years of age  in 2018. 
 
B.  – 3.  The property represents distinguishing characteristics of an         

 architectural period and style. 
 
The home at 1205 Franklin St., historically known as the Frank J. Gorman 

 House is an exquisite  example of Queen Anne architecture.  Most Queen 
 Anne homes were built between 1880 and 1910 and The Gorman House was 
built 1895.  The home boasts dormers windows on the third floor along with a 
hipped and gabled roofline.  It has a three story turret with leaded glass windows.  
The home has an oriel window on the north side and a stained glass window on the 
second floor.  The porch is an exact replica of the original done in 1895.  The home 
has multi surfaces including clapboard and shingles. 

 
The address was changed around 1968 when it was made a duplex.  The 

front door was sealed and changed to Franklin St and a side entrance to the kitchen 
was also added.  Otherwise, this home retains it true original form and beauty.  It 
has been photographed professionally by Benjamin Moore paints twice. 

 







 
 
East View 
 
Beautiful views of the hipped and Gabled roofline, dormers, stained glass on second 
floor, wrap around porch, decorative windows, and turret.  The porch is an exact 
replica of the original. 



 
 
 
East view 
 
Better view of the gable roof line and dormers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Showing the fish scales and plain clapboard with a peek of the stained glass. 



 
 
 
Original stone foundation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
West view – Outstanding oriel window.  Decorative porch with lattice and hipped 
roofline. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
North View of home sporting a high gable, the turret, dormer and curved lines. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Turret windows and decorative soffits. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
Stained glass window 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
South view addition.  Nice view of porch work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
From Survey off of Village website about 1977.  South view. 
 



Original front 
porch about 1922.  Dum Family Pho



 
 
The Dum Family in front of 4804 Saratoga now 1205 Franklin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Dining Room Fireplace 

 



 
 
About 1920’s –  
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