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REQUEST 
The petitioners are seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for their home at 5325 Fairmount Avenue based on 

the criteria that the property represents the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style. 

 
NOTICE 
The application has been filed in conformance with applicable procedural and public notice requirements. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

OWNER: Laurence and Gloria Gassen 

 6151 Leonard Avenue 

 Downers Grove, IL 60516 

 

APPLICANT: Amy and David Gassen 

 5320 Benton Avenue 

 Downers Grove, IL 60515 

 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 
 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Bungalow 

BUILDING DATE:  Circa 1926 

HISTORICAL BUILDING USE: Single Family Residence 

EXISTING BUILDING USE: Single Family Residence 

PROPERTY SIZE:  6570 Square Feet 

PIN:    09-08-408-017  

 

ANALYSIS 
 
SUBMITTALS 
This report is based on the following documents, which are on file with the Department of Community 

Development: 

 

1. Application/Petition for Public Hearing 

2. Project Summary 

3. Plat of Survey 

4. Owner Consent Form 

5. Certificate of Acknowledgement Form 

6. Historic Landmark Information Form 
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7. Photographs with descriptions 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The petitioners are seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for their property at 5325 Fairmount Avenue 

under criteria 12.302.B.3 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance: representation of distinguishing 

characteristics of an architectural style.  The bungalow was constructed circa 1926.  

 

The bungalow architectural style was one of dominant building forms in Downers Grove commonly built 

from 1890 to 1930.  The general architectural term refers to low houses with a porch derived from a Hindi 

word meaning “bangle.” They can also feature different architectural styles.  They typically are one to  

one-and-one-half stories in height, have a gently pitched gable or hip roof, and have full or partial front 

porches.  The different styles have other features: the Craftsman may have wood clapboard siding and 

exposed roof rafters; Prairie style may have wide eaves and stucco cladding; and the Chicago Bungalow 

is entirely constructed in brick.   

 

The property at 5325 Fairmount Avenue is on a corner lot and is one story in height with gables on each 

street elevation and wide eaves.  The southern elevation has two gables. It is interesting to note the gables 

are “clipped” also referred to as a “Jerkinhead” gable.  A front porch is evident on the west elevation 

which is considered the primary front entrance. Many of the original interior features are still present.  

Multiple double-hung windows are present on each street elevation.  

 

The lead glass windows, built-ins, doors and hardware are original.  The applicant states that in 1956 a 

rear addition was added to the house and it is believed the current cedar siding was also installed at that 

time.  The window awnings are relatively new.  Although the garage is not included in the scope of the 

landmarking, it also features clipped gables.  

 

COMPLIANCE WITH HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE 
The petitioner has outlined the request in the attached narrative letter and photographs.  The petitioner 

will further address the proposal and justification to support the requested landmark designation at the 

public hearing.  

 

Landmark designations require evaluation based on Section 12.302 of the Historic Preservation 

Ordinance, Landmark Designation Criteria.  Staff finds the request complies with Section 12.302A and 

Section 12.302.B, as described below. 

 

Section 12.302.A. 

The proposed landmark is either over fifty (50) years old; in whole or in part or is under fifty (50) 

years of age and possesses exceptional importance such as might be recognized immediately for its 

reflection of an extraordinary political event or architectural innovation; and  

The house was constructed around 1926.  This standard is met. 

 

Section 12.302.B 

That one or more of the following conditions exist: 

1. The property has significant value as part of the historic, heritage or cultural characteristics of 

the community, county, State or Nation; 

This criteria does not apply. 

2. The property was owned by a person or persons of historic significance to the community, 

county, State or Nation; 

This criteria does not apply. 
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3. The property represents the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period, style, type, 

method of construction or use of indigenous materials;

Staff finds the property represents the distinguishing characteristics of a bungalow. These features 
include a one-story building with a front porch and low pitched gables.  This criteria is met.

4. The property represents notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose 
individual work has influenced the development of the community, county, State or Nation; This 
criteria does not apply.

5. An area that has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or 
prehistory.

This criteria does not apply.

6. A source of civic pride or identity for the community.

This criteria does not apply.

7. The property is included in the National Register of Historic Places.

This criteria does not apply. 

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMENT 
Staff has not received any neighborhood comments regarding the proposal at this time. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Staff finds the petition complies with the criteria in Section 12.302 for Landmark Designation.  Based on 

the findings above, staff recommends the Architectural Design Review Board make a positive 

recommendation to the Village Council for landmark status of 5325 Fairmount Avenue. 

Staff Report Approved By: 

___________________________ 

Stan Popovich, AICP 

Director of Community Development 

SP:sw 
-att 

P:\P&CD\PROJECTS\ADRB\PROJECTS\2017 Petitions\17-ADR-0004-5325 Fairmount\Staff Report 17-ADR-0004 5325 Fairmount.doc
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       Photo #8: 1933 Sanborn Map 



Historic Landmark 

Project Summary/Narrative Letter 

 

Owners: Laurence and Gloria Gassen 

Applicants: David and Amy Gassen 

 

We respectfully request that the house located at 5325 Fairmount (which was recently purchased by 

Laurence and Gloria Gassen) be designated a Downers Grove Historic Landmark.   

 

After researching the property tax records we believe the house was built in 1926. The records indicate 

that the property was assessed under the name of Alfred A. Straube and that Frank A. Rogers was 

paying the taxes. In addition to the property tax records, we have also obtained the 1933 Sanborn map 

which shows the house and the surrounding houses that existed at that time. From this map we can see 

that only the front (west) portion of the house existed; however an addition was added to the east 

(rear) portion of the house in 1956. 

The house represents the distinguishing characteristics of a bungalow. The term “bungalow” is derived 

from the Hindi word “bangle” meaning a low house with a porch. Bungalows were built throughout the 

United States from 1890 to 1930 and are one of the dominant building forms found in Downers Grove. A 

bungalow can be defined as a one to one-and-a-half story house with a low-pitched gable or hip roof 

and wide eaves. 5325 Fairmount Avenue is a one-story bungalow and includes a low-pitched jerkinhead 

(clipped) gable roof with wide eaves.  

Many of the original architectural features of the home are still present; including lead glass windows, 

built-ins, doors and hardware. Based on the architectural drawings of the 1956 addition, we believe the 

current cedar siding was added at that time and we have not determined what the original cladding was. 

We know from speaking with one of the previous owners that the awnings located above the windows 

on the west and south elevations are relatively recent additions. 

5325 Fairmount Avenue is an excellent example of the bungalow house type with many of its original 

features still intact. Adding it to the list of local Historic Landmarks will ensure that it is preserved in the 

future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Landmark Designation Criteria 

 

 

Section 12.302.A 

The proposed landmark is either over fifty (50) years old, in whole or in part or is under fifty (50) years of 

age and possesses exceptional importance such as might be recognized immediately for its reflection of 

an extraordinary political event or architectural innovation 

 

The proposed landmark is 91 years old and meets the criteria. 

 

Section 12.302.B 

1. The property has significant value as part of the historic, heritage or cultural characteristics of 

the community, county, State or Nation; 

 

This criteria does not apply. 

 

2. The property was owned by a person or persons of historic significance to the community, 

county, State or Nation; 

 

This criteria does not apply. 

 

3. The property represents the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period, style, 

type, method of construction or use of indigenous materials; 

 

The property has most of the distinguishing characteristics of a bungalow.  Some of these 

characteristics include: 

• One-story 

• Low-pitched gable roof 

• Wide eaves 

• Front porch 

 

4. The property represents notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose 

individual work has influenced the development of the community, county, State or Nation; 

 

This criteria does not apply. 

 

5. An area that has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or 

prehistory. 

 

This criteria does not apply. 

 

6. A source of civic pride or identity for the community. 

 

This criteria does not apply. 

 

7. The property is included in the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

This criteria does not apply. 
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        Photo #1:  Front (East) Elevation – April 4, 2017 
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         Photo #2: Side (South) Elevation - April 4, 2017 



     Photo #3: Jerkinhead (Clipped) Gable at South Elevation - April 4, 2017 

     Photo #4: Living Room built-ins and leaded glass windows – March 30, 2017 



Photo #5:  Leaded glass window– March 30, 2017                           Photo #6:  Built-in bookcases – March 30, 2017                                                                                       

                                                       Photo #7:  Front door – March 30, 2017               

                            




