VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
MAY 18, 2016 AGENDA

SUBJECT:

TYPE:

SUBMITTED BY:

16-ADR-0005
5226 Carpenter Street

Designation of a Historic Landmark

Swati Pandey
Planner

REQUEST
The petitioners are seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for their home at 5226 Carpenter Street based on the
criteria that the property represents the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style.

NOTICE
The application has been filed in conformance with applicable procedural and public notice requirements.

GENERAL INFORMATION
OWNER/:
APPLICANT

Charlotte and Byron Holtzen
5226 Carpenter Street
Downers Grove, IL 60515

PROPERTY INFORMATION
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:
BUILDING DATE:
HISTORICAL BUILDING USE:
EXISTING BUILDING USE:
PROPERTY SIZE:
PIN:

Tri-Gable Ell
circa 1883
Single Family Residence
Single Family Residence
12,720 square feet
09-07-412-016 and 09-07-412-005

ANALYSIS
SUBMITTALS
This report is based on the following documents, which are on file with the Department of Community
Development:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Application/Petition for Public Hearing
Project Summary
Plat of Survey
Historic Landmark Information Form
Certificate of Acknowledgement Form
Photographs
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The petitioners are seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for their property at 5226 Carpenter Street
under criteria 12.302.B.3 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance: representation of distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural style. The two-story house with a basement is a Tri-Gable Ell which
was originally constructed in 1869, with major additions in 1883, as evidenced by research performed by
the petitioner and stated in the attached narrative.
The Gabled-Ell is best described by its basic form and a distinctive “L” shape which creates a front gable
and side gable. The house style was most common in the latter half of the nineteenth century (from about
1860-1910). They are typically of frame construction, are asymmetrical, and can have details from any
style. They could be quite simple or very decorative. The large and imposing nature of the home, and
steep roof can be noted as Victorian influences.
The property at 5226 Carpenter Street includes many of these features, including a cross gabled roof with
the distinctive “L” shape. As stated by the petitioner, most of the original clapboard siding and stone
foundation has been retained over the years through various renovations and restorations. The original
rear portion of the home was built in late 1868 and the front addition was completed by 1884, which
included the addition of the bay windows to the north and south side of the house. The renovation or
restoration work has been done while maintaining the original style and architecture of the house.
COMPLIANCE WITH HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE
The petitioner has outlined the request in the attached narrative letter and photographs. The petitioner
will further address the proposal and justification to support the requested landmark designation at the
public hearing.
Landmark designations require evaluation based on Section 12.302 of the Historic Preservation
Ordinance, Landmark Designation Criteria. Staff finds the request complies with Section 12.302A and
Section 12.302.B, Landmark Designation Criteria #3 as described below.
Section 12.302.A.
The proposed landmark is either over fifty (50) years old; in whole or in part or is under fifty (50)
years of age and possesses exceptional importance such as might be recognized immediately for its
reflection of an extraordinary political event or architectural innovation; and
The house received Centennial Home status by Downers Grove Historical Society in August, 1994. As
per research the house was constructed in 1883 and is therefore 132 years old. This standard is met.
Section 12.302.B
That one or more of the following conditions exist:
1. The property has significant value as part of the historic, heritage or cultural characteristics of
the community, county, State or Nation;
This criteria does not apply.
2. The property was owned by a person or persons of historic significance to the community,
county, State or Nation;
This criteria does not apply.
3. The property represents the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period, style,
type, method of construction or use of indigenous materials;
Staff finds the property represents the distinguishing characteristics of the Tri-Gable Ell style. The
distinct features being the cross gable roof, creating the “L” shape. The asymmetrical shape of the
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house and frame construction, is typical of the Tri-Gable style. This criteria is met.
4. The property represents notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose
individual work has influenced the development of the community, county, State or Nation;
This criteria does not apply.

5. An area that has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory.
This criteria does not apply.
6. A source of civic pride or identity for the community.
This criteria does not apply.
7. The property is included in the National Register of Historic Places.
This criteria does not apply.
NEIGHBORHOOD COMMENT
Staff has not received any neighborhood comments regarding the proposal at this time.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Staff finds the petition complies with the criteria in Section 12.302 for Landmark Designation. Based on
the findings above, staff recommends the Architectural Design Review Board make a positive
recommendation to the Village Council for landmark status of 5226 Carpenter Street.
Staff Report Approved By:

___________________________

Stan Popovich, AICP
Director of Community Development
SP:sp
-att
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